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SEBMON I. 
Efie ,Satt)5(actt0n of Moxfilfip. 



PSALM xxTii. 4. 

** One thing luwe I desired of the Lord^ which ItpUl require : 
even that I may dwell in the Home of the Lord all the days 
of my life, to behold the fair beauty of the Z^^d, and to visit 
Bis TempUr 

A LMIGHTT God has created us for Himself : to find 
^ our rest and satisfaction in Him alone. 

If^ then^ our souls are separated from Him by sin^ they 
must; of necessity^ be restless and disquieted. 

If we are seeking for our happiness in any created 
thing, we find ourselves unable to be satisfied. 

No : while we have any spiritual life in us, our souls 
are ever yearning after and longing for, what neither flesh 
nor blood, nor things of time and sense can supply. 

"My soul is athirst for God, yea even for the living 
God : when shall I come to appear before the Presence of 
God ?" This is the one supreme longing which lives deep 
down in the recesses of our spiritual being. 

In the time of man's innocence this longing desire had 
its blissful gratification. Por, fresh from his Makeb's 
Hands, our first father lived in the Presence of God, and 
enjoyed the fulness of His Love. While he kept his 
innocence, his soul rested confidingly upon God, and was 
at peace. 

But when he sinned — then alas! began that awful 
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struggle which has agitated and disquieted human nature 
ever since. 

Through the mercy of God, man was not left without 
the hope of regaining what he had lost. A DbliykbeBi 
was promised him. Who should recover lim from his 
helpless state — a Eedeeheb, Who should restore Him to 
his God. 

Cast out of Eden indeed he was, but though he might 
no longer enjoy the fulness of God's Presence, yet if he 
clave to the covenanted Promise of the Deliverer, he 
might still worship God, and hope for life and rest. 

The Cherubim, and the flaming Sword, kept the Way 
of the Tree of Life ; but while, for the present, they pre- 
vented his approach, yet they were a Token that God's 
Presence was not wholly withdrawn. And so Adam and 
Abel, Seth and Enoch, and the other faithful Patriarchs, 
still dwelt in " the Presence of God." 

Yet how different was the manner in which they re. 
cognized that Presence and drew near to worship, from 
that in which Adam rejoiced in Eden ! Now there was the 
consciousness of sin. Now holy awe was mingled with 
feelings of shame and dread. Now there was the sacrifice 
of life, and the shedding of blood. Yes : the innocent 
Lamb must die, that its blood might set forth the Sacrifice 
of " the Lamb of God" which should take away the sin 
of the world. Through faith in That Sacrifice, fallen man 
might thus draw near the Father of spirits and live. 

And so it was with Abraham, and his faithful descend- 
ants. Where he pitched his tent to dwell, there also he 
builded an Altar that he might worship the Lord; and 
Isaac and Jacob were careful to tread in his steps. 

The Israelites, too, on their way to the promised Land, 
guided and protected as they were by a visible manifesta- 
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tion of that Presence^ acknowledged It by repeated morn- 
ing and evening Sacrifices^ and a more elabotate form of 
worship and seryice. 

When Canaan was reached, and the beautifal Temple 
took the plajce of the moveable Tabernacle^ and the Awful 
Glory-Cloud of God*s Presence rested upon the Mercy- 
Seat, day by day were the solemn sacrifices offered : morn- 
ing and evening was the Lamb of the Perpetual Sacrifice 
placed upon the Altar. So Israel enjoyed the Covenanted 
Presence of God : and the " Israelite indeed" was enabled 
to rejoice in the rest and refreshment which that Presence 
affords. Thus those yearnings after life and happiness, 
those cravings of the heart which God Htmsblf had im- 
planted, could find relief, and find relief, too, in the same 
degree in which the individual soul was enabled to yield 
its will and affections to its God. 

Aye : there might be dazzling attractions in the world 
around. The grandeur of earthly power; the swellings of 
human intellect; the beauty of created things ; the natural 
desire of human affection and sympathy ; but ! in the 
heart of the "Israelite indeed,'^ there was a deep and 
mighty longing which rose far above all these. There was 
one settled, abiding, overpowering desire which no created 
good could satisfy. "One thing have I desired of the 
Lord, which I will require : even that I may dwell in the 
House of the Lokd all the days of my life, to behold the 
fair beauty of the Lord, and to visit His Temple.^' 

And now the great Deliverer has come, and His Holy 
Church has taken the place of the Jewish Temple, the 
longings of the faithful heart after its Lord and God can 
find a more blessed satisfaction. Por the Well-beloved 
Son of the Father, by taking the Human Nature into 
His own Divine Nature, has re-created it in the Image 
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of God. So, becoming members of Him, we are restored 
to God, and He hath shed abroad in our hearts 'Hhe 
Spirit of Adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father/' 

If, then, we remain in a state of grace, no longer does 
the flaming Sword hinder us from approaching the Tree 
of Life, and He Who dwelleth between the Cherubims 
manifests Himself to us in tenderest Love. 

Yes : the never-failing promise of our blessed Saviour 
is ours — "Where two or three are gathered together in 
My Name there am I in the midst of them ;*' and through 
Him we have access by the Holy Spirit unto the Father. 

But we walk by faith, not by sight. We do not see 
the Cherubim. We do not look upon a visible cloud of 
Glory resting upon an earthly mercy-seat. We do not, 
morning and evening, shed the blood of an innocent lamb, 
and burn it upon an earthly Altar. It is not thus, that 
the longings of our souls seek to recognize the Presence 
of our God. It is not thtis that we are able to enjoy the 
rest, refreshment, and satisfaction which God's Presence 
affords. We assemble together in the Church in the Sa- 
viour's Name, and join in solemn worship. We make 
humble acknowledgment of our own unworthiness, and 
confession of our departures from our God. Through 
"the Blood of the Everlasting Covenant" we rise in 
spirit before our Heavenly Father's Throne. For to us 
the very Heaven of Heavens is opened. Our Blessed 
Lord — in our Nature — has passed to "the Right Hand 
of the Majesty on High." There, touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities, feeling for us with all a Perfect 
Brother's Love, He continually and unceasingly pleads 
for us before the Heavenly Mercy-Seat, His own All-pre- 
vailing Sacrifice, Which He once offered on the Cross 
of Calvary! So, when we repent, we are absolved; when 
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we pray, we are heard ; when we adore, and praise, and 
make thank-offerings, we are accepted and blessed. Aye : 
the Church is to us the very " Gate of Heaven ;'' where 
the two worlds meet, where the visible and invisible blend 
together ; where the faithful living and the faithful de- 
parted still are undivided; where angels and saints and 
faithful people enjoy holy and happy fellowship, where 
God and man are one. 

that we^ each one of us, possessed a due and abiding 
sense of thesie awful yet most blessed realities ! We often 
repeat with our lips words that embody all these spiritual 
truths, but do we pause . . . and ask ourselves how far we 
endeavour to enter into them, and make them our own P 
The Holy Spirit moves our hearts to yearn for them, 
indeed ; but ! are we careful to seek that those yearn- 
ings may find their satisfaction in the ways of God's 
appointment? 

Yes : in our true self, as a child of God, we repeat as 
the language which is the expression of the longing of our 
renewed hearts, " One thing have I desired of the Lord, 
which I will require : even that I may dwell in the House 
of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the fair 
beauty of the Lord, and to visit His Temple ;" but does 
the tenour of our daily life correspond with this ? Do our 
actions make it evident that we are living in the spirit of 
these words ? Do our usual thoughts, and our indulged 
emotions, allow our hearts to say that it is our one supreme 
and continual effort to abide in the Presence of God? 
Well, indeed, if it be so ! Most blessed and most happy 
are we, if our outward profession and our inward conscious- 
ness alike testify that this is truly the case with us. 

Alas ! we must too many of us confess, that the words 
which we use as God's Children in our Father's House 
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from time to time, do not correspond with the usual tenour 
of our daily lives. And we should make this confession 
with the GodIj sorrow of a hearty repentance. For surely 
our most marvellous spiritual privileges should not be 
slighted by us. When we are tempted to undervalue 
them, it will be well for us to remember, that if they do 
not minister to our salvation, they must of necessity draw 
down upon us the more awful condemnation. 

0, then, that we may ever mean what we utter when we 
say, ** One thing have I desired of the Lord.'' ... It was 
in the spirit of these words that the devoted Apostle 
St. Paul Uved after his conversion. With him it was, 
^'This one thing I do.'' It was in the spirit of these 
words that Mary of Bethany acted when she sat at the 
Feet of Jesus and listened to His Words. Of her, the 
future Judge of all mankind declared, that she had learned 
" the One Thing needful, and chosen the good part which 
should not be taken from her." 

It is the Tempter, — the great enemy of God and man, — 
that suggests, " you cannot always be thinking about re- 
ligion;" "you cannot always be at Church;" " you cannot 
always be engaged in prayer;" "such frequent services 
are quite unnecessary and interfere with the affairs of this 
life." But in the hearts of the devoted children of God 
the sweet melody of heavenly music ever rings " that I 
may dwell in the House of the Lord all the days of my 
life, to behold the fair beauty of the Lord, and to visit 
His Temple." They do not find it a hardship to cultivate 
a spirit of heavenly-mindedness. They are not "always 
in Church;" although they do attend every service that 
their other duties will allow. Their knees are not always 
bent in prayer ; although in spirit they are ever rising to 
their Father's Throne. Yes : among the worldly throng 
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" There are in this loud stunning tide 
Of human care and crime. 
With whom the melodies abide 

Of th' everlasting chime ; 
Who carry music in their heart 
Through dusky lane and wrangling mart^ 
Plying their daily task with busier feet. 
Because their secret souls a holy strain repeat ^^ 

1 indeed wcA do not find frequent religious services un- 
necessary ; do not find them interfere with the real busi- 
ness of life. Nay, rather, they maintain that tone of mind 
and nourish that disposition of heart which is necessary for 
the faithful discharge of every duty to God and Man. It 
is true, they cannot find time for hour after hour of frivo* 
lous amusement, cannot yield to sloth and self-indulgence. 
Indeed, such things weaken the mind, and cause a fearful 
decay of spiritual life. When the life of the soul is 
vigorous and healthy, the Gonly motions of the Holy 
Spirit are continually leading the children of God to 
things and occupations worthy of them as immortal beings : 
as very members of Him Who purchased them with His 
most precious Blood, and has gone before, to prepare for 
them an eternal Home in Heaven. 

If we are children of a truth, we cannot endure the 
thoughts of losing the Light of our Father's Countenance; 
to be banished from His Presence is misery, and woe and 
death. The hearts of the regenerate are ever yearning 
after a fuller and deeper sense of their abiding in His 
Love. The manifestation of Gospel Truth has filled the 
words which the saints of old rejoiced in, with a Light and 
Glory they knew not of. Each faithful Christian may say, 
this ''One thing have I desired of the Lord, which I 
will require,'^ or seek after, even that I may live continually 

* " Christian Year." 
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as a member of the Holy Church, which is " the House- 
hold of God.*' So shall I obey my Loed, Who said, 
" seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His Righteous- 
ness/' and I shall enjoy the fulfilment of His Promise, 
that all things necessary shall be added unto me. So, too, 
shall I live as a member of Him "of Whom the whole 
Family in Heaven and Earth is named/' and find myself 
strengthened with spiritual might and filled with the ful- 
ness of God. And living thus, the Holt Spirit shall en- 
lighten my understanding.-^My Fathee, which is in 
Heaven, shall reveal to me the Mysteries of Bedeeming 
Love; I shall behold, not only the fair beauties of His 
Creation in the Kingdom of Nature: His Holt Spibit 
shall also disclose to me the exceeding Glories of the King- 
dom of Grace. Aye : as far as may be, the Fair Beauty of 
His Attributes and Perfections shall shine forth before my 
adoring, trembling spirit. Transported with these, I shall 
learn to love Him for His own sake, to love Him because 
He is God, to visit His Temple or Church that I may 
render Him the homage of grateful, loving worship and 
praise. I shall seek Him in His Church, that I may duly 
fill my appointed place in Hid Kingdom, where all is har- 
mony and obedience to His Will. I shall visit His Tem- 
ple, not now and then only, but daily if I can. Of old, 
every morning and every evening, the Lamb was placed upon 
the Altar and burned throughout the day and night But 
THE Lamb of my burnt-offering is now on the Throne of 
Heaven. Around Him, unceasingly, the Holy Angels wor- 
ship and adore, and yet for me, unceasingly, He lifts His 
Hands, once pierced for me upon the cruel Cross, in sup- 
plication. So, morning and evening, may I too plead 
His finished Work for me, in His Temple or Church 
below : now praying for pardon, now seeking for grace : 
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now lifting up the song of thanksgiving, now bending low 
in grateful adoration. Thus, day by day, shall I be pre- 
paring for that blessed time, when every shadow shall flee 
away, when mine "eyes shall behold the King in His 
Beauty,'^ and when 1 shall be admitted to that Glorious 
World, of the which it is written, "I saw no Temple 
therein : for the Lord God Almighty, and the Lamb, 
are the Temple of it." 



SEEMON 11. 
JTJie ^galms fulfilled In Cfjrtgt. 



ST. LUKE xxiv. 44. 

** And Me said unto them, These are the Words which I spake 
unto you, while I was yet with you,, that all things must he 
fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses, and in the 
Prophets, and in the Psalms concerning Me.^^ 

VTOT only are the Holy Scriptures themselves the Gift 
^ of God, but it is also the Gift of God to understand 
them aright. We are particularly informed of our Blessed 
Lord, that — after His Eesurrection, — " then opened He'* 
the Disciples' " minds to understand the Scriptures." The 
Holy Bible is a sealed Book to those who are not en- 
lightened with "the Wisdom that cometh from above." 
It treats of "spiritual things:" and these are only to be 
" spiritually discerned." Before the chosen Disciples were 
taught by their Divine Masteb and guided by the Holy 
Ghost, even they were ignorant of the true meaning of the 
Prophecies and Types of God's most Holy Word. In 
common with the rest of their nation, they looked for 
a Messiah to sit upon David's earthly throne, accompanied 
with the ensigns of this world's honours and distinctions. 
When He spake of His Sufferings, Shame, and Death, 
they were as men that heard not. But now He had ful- 
filled all, and undergone all, and appeared alive again in 
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tbe midst of theniy they begin to have more correct con- 
ceptions of His Person and Natusb ; and of the work He 
had come down from Heaven to do. ** And He said unto 
them, These are the Words which I spake unto you, while 
I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled which 
were written in the Law of Moses, and in the Prophets, 
and in the Psalms concerning Mjs.'^ 

And, most assuredly, it becomes us to seek most ear- 
nestly that our Blessed Lo&d may enlighten our under- 
standing and guide our minds by His Holt Spieit that 
we — each one — may find Him revealed in Holy Scripture, 
and stedfastly embrace Him, to the health and salvation of 
our souls. 

In the Law of Moses, He is set forth both as the God 
of Justice, Whose Will is the unalterable Law of Eight 
and Wrong, and also as the Atonement and Satisfac- 
tion, whereby guilty and lost mankind may be restored to 
the Love and Service of God. The Holy Law convicts 
us as sinners, but it does not leave us under the sentence 
of hopeless condemnation. By its Sacrifices it leads us to 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins of the 
world. "The Law is our Schoolmaster to bring us to 
Christ." And when we look upon its ceremonies, its 
rules, its ceaseless Sacrifices, by the Light of the Holt 
Spolit, all are seen to be figures and shadows of good 
things to come, all point to our Blessed Saviour, Who 
came " not to destroy, but to fulfil." 

In the Books of the Prophets likewise, we may behold 
the Coming, the Nativity, the OflBce, the Person and the 
Work of the Son of God in Man^s Nature, wonderfully 
unfolded. Even many minute particulars of His Humi- 
liation and Suffering, His Ministry, His Eejection, His 
Death, are plainly set forth. Indeed, so vivid is the de- 
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scription in some passages^ that the prophecy reads more 
like an account of something present^ than a prediction of 
events many hundred years before they actually came to 
pass. And as we reverently meditate upon the prophecies^ 
and thankfully mark their wondrous fulfilment, we may 
well confess that our Heavenly Father in the Gift of His 
Beloved Son has, of a truth, performed all that '^ He spake 
by the mouth of His holy Prophets^ which have been since 
the world began." 

But it is in the Book of Psalms, especially, that many 
faithful and devoted Christians have delighted to trace the 
predictions of our Blessed Lord and Saviour. And we 
shall do well to do the same. For the Holy Church has 
allotted us a Portion for the Morning and Evening of 
every day, and the Whole of this very Precious Book is 
read throughout in the course of every month. We should 
indeed be very earnest to have a right understanding of 
what is 80 continually before our eyes and upon our tongues. 

Now it has been remarked * that the Psalms " are named 
the ^Psalms of David/ not that they were all composed 
by David, but that they are by that one and the same 
Spirit that spake by the Prophet David ; and that they 
speak of the Son of David, which is the True David of 
Prophecy, and of His Throne and Kingdom." 

As we reverently study these holy Psalms, we shall find 
that there are, for the most part, three senses in which they 
may be understood. 

I. The first is the Historic sense, that is, the sense in 
which they were fulfilled in David, or in those events and 
circumstances which were the immediate cause of their 
being written. In all these ways, they would be figures, 
types and prophecies of what was to come. 

* Vide Rev. Isaac Williams' Yolame on this subject. 
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II. The second is the Spiritual sense^ that is, the sense 
in which they are applied to the Christian himself^ his 
trials, his deliverances, his hopes, his fears: his prayers^ 
his trast, his final glory. In this sense, many of us have 
made use of them from time to time, and some of us have 
found them unspeakably precious. 

III. But the third and especial sense in which they are 
to be understood is the Personal; that is, the sense in 
which they are spoken in the Person of Christ Himself. 
And in this respect how marvellously is the Mystery of 
Divine Love revealed to us ! Tor the Co-equal and Co- 
eternal Son of the Father, by taking our Human Na- 
ture upon Him, became partaker with us in the wants and 
infirmities, the sorrows and the trials, to which our nature 
is liable : He was tempted in all points '' like as we are, 
yet without sin.'' In His Mouth and as applied to Him- 
self, the Words and Expressions of the Psalms would 
have a greater depth, a more awful reality, than in the 
case of any other. that the Holy Spirit would indeed 
enable us to realize this ; then would our daily use of the 
Psalms, day by day knit us more closely to our Blessed 
Lord and Saviour. 

And besides the usual daily recitation of the Psalms, the 
Church has assigned certain special Psalms to be said on 
the Great Festivals of our Lord, thereby particularly 
directing our minds as to the sense in which we are to 
understand and use them. 

Thus — in the special Psalms for Christmas Day, we are 
to seek to realize the Nativity and Incarnation of the Son 
of God, and to rejoice in God our Saviour, Who, without 
ceasing to be God, for our sakes stooped so low as to be^ 
come surrounded with all the conditions and circumstances 
of our nature, save only that He was free from sin. 
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In the Psalms for Easier Day, we are to behold our 
Lord rejoicing in the Yictory He accomplished over sin 
and death and every power of the enemy, and we are to 
seek to rejoice in the new life and freedom which Hb has 
obtained for all His faithful members. 

Also, in those for the Ascension Day, we are to behold 
the Exaltation of our Loud to His Throne of GI017, and 
to rejoice in the glorious consequences which flow there- 
from to all true believers. 

In the special Psalms for Good Priday, we can hardly 
have failed to have been struck, year by year, with the 
circumstantial account they contain of the Humiliation, 
Gross, and Passion of our Blessed Saviour. We must 
have felt that no circumstances in the life of any other 
could at all fulfil them. The unutterable Sorrow: the 
Grief: the Rejection: the Mocking: the Scourging: the 
Betrayal: the Condemnation: the Shame: aye, even 
the Vinegar, the Wounds, the Gall, as well as the Onci- 
fixion, have been vividly brought before our eyes, almost 
as a living Picture. And O that, by the Spirit's Power, 
we may have been led thereby so truly to repent of our 
sins, for which all this was undergone to make Atonement, 
that our All-merciful Redeemer may have seen in us of 
the travail of His Soul, and been satisfied ! 

It is very evident, then, that from a devout and reverent 
use of the Psalms, we may attain unto clearer revelations 
of the Mysteries of Divine Love, and continually advance 
in the saving knowledge of our most Blessed Lord and 
Saviour. He is set forth to us as so entirely one with 
us in all the pure and holy sympathies and feelings of our 
nature as to draw our hearts and affections most powerfully 
towards Him. He does indeed " draw us with the Cords 
of a Man, and the bauds of Love.'' Even in a certain 
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sense He is with us in our sins : not, of course, as a par- 
taker of them, but as the Sacrifice and Atonement for 
them, if we truly and heartily repent. In the language 
of the Psalms, it has been said^, 'Hhe sinner gives vent 
to his penitential sorrows, when he finds that it is not him- 
self but Cubist Who is speaking in him and for him, and 
bearing his burden ; and then he finds that it is not his 
burden only^ but the burden of all; he is one with them, 
and they one with him : one member suffers and all the 
members suffer with it; and all together are onb in Christ, 
and that Christ is Qod" 

And not only so, but in using the expressions of anguish, 
both of body and mind, the same Words we find so suitable 
to express the emotions of our own hearts, we perceive 
belong more truly to Him Who for our sake was heard to 
say, " My Soul is exceeding sorrowful even unto death," 
and from Whose Suffering Body the Sweat of Agony was 
like great drops of Bbod falling down to the ground. 
And if, in awful reverence, we follow on in the course of 
thus marking the fulfilment of these wondrous prophecies, 
we shall find the Fountain of our dear Bedbkmbr's secret 
Sorrows and Communings more and more fully disclosed 
to us. His hours of loneliness : His sleepless nights : His 
midnight watchings and constant prayers : His calling unto 
His Father, out of the depths of Human Woe, and His 
full confidence in His unchanging Love: His delight in 
accomplishing the Father's Will : His Joy over His re- 
deemed : yes, many such like things as these, shall be 
brought home with saving power to our souls, while our 
hearts shall be more and more enkindled into the reverent 
and loving adoration of Him, Who, in such a marvellous 
way, condescended to effect our redemption. 

>» Rev. I. WilUhms. 
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At first, indeed, the Psalms may seem only to speak of 
earthly things, and human trials and troubles ; prayers for 
temporal deliverance, and thanksgivings suited to the chil- 
dren of men : but if we will, there is one with us, ready 
to open our understandings. "He hath the Key of David /^ 
and if we abide with Him, and seek to travel with Him to 
the Heavenly Jerusalem, He will walk and talk with us by 
the way : causing our hearts to bum within us as He opens 
to us the Scriptures. Though we know Him not as yet 
fully, yet if we prayerfully seek Him Who hath His Taber- 
nacle in Salem and His Dwelling in Zion, He, Who was 
bom at Bethlehem, that He might become our Bread of 
Life, will reveal Himself to us more and more perfectly. 
He will be present in the midst of us, as we " gather to- 
gether in His Name," singing unto Him the Songs of 
Zion. He will make Himself known to us ''in the 
Breaking of the Bread," when with grateful joy we " receive 
the Cup of Thanksgiving, and call upon the Name of the 
LoRD.'^ And so we shall be prepared for the full display 
of His Majesty and Glory in the highest Heavens, when 
" we shall see Him as He is,'' and exchange the Psalms 
of the Church below, for the never-ending Hallelujahs of 
the Church above. 

But we must not fail to remark that our Lord is also 
revealed in the Book of Psalms as the God of Truth and 
Justice, hating iniquity and falsehood ; and as the Unerring 
Judge of all mankind. Who will by no means pardon the 
impenitent nor clear the guilty. We find the most awful 
vengeance pronounced against enemies, the most fearful 
destruction threatened, justice which knows no pity, fury 
which allows of no mercy. Now this was neither the 
character nor conduct of David, nor would such expres- 
sions become any of the sons of men. But we know that 
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'Hhe Father hath committed all judgment unto the 
Son/* And so we hear, in all these awful threatenings 
and denunciations, the echoes of the righteous sentence of 
Him Who will sit upon the Great White Throne. Yes : 
the just doom, the due reward of the unGooly, is thus 
in mercy placed upon record, that sinful man may have 
a wholesome fear of the Anger of God, and flee from 
the Wrath to come ; may embrace the Saviour's Love, 
and so not forfeit the Judge's Mercy. 

Many of these expressions, indeed, may be used by us as 
prayers against our spiritual enemies, but this does not 
exhaust their meaning. We look forward to their full 
accomplishment when all things shall be subdued unto our 
Lord, and placed for ever beneath His Feet. And then, 
if we are His of a truth, we shall rejoice, in that all evil is 
banished and all strife and sin utterly swept away. Then 
our voices shall help to swell the mighty cry, '' Hallelujah ! 
for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth/' 

Yery precious to us, then, must the Book of Psalms 
ever be, even as it has always been to all God's faithful 
and devoted children. As we use each Fsalm, if we do 
but faintly grasp its meaning, our doxology must be full 
and hearty at its close. For the Divine Lovb revealed to 
us therein must surely move our hearts to burn in respond- 
ing love. For the Mighty Love which the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost hath shewn to us, we shall rejoice to 
ascribe all Glory in return, glory ''as it was in the be- 
ginning ;'' and glory by all love, devotion, and obedience 
*'now;" and Glory in the Highest "to all eternity." 
Amen. Amen. 
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T17E b^n to-day* for the thnd time during tins present 
" ^ year the Two Diviaioiis of the New Testament Scrip- 
tures^ for the Second Lessons at the Daily Morning and 
Erening Prajer. 

It will be well, therefore, for as to meditate awhfle npon 
this constant coarse of the daily Beading of Holy Smptare, 
which the Charch has marked oat for as. 

First, then, let as notice the fact that, every year, the 
Old Testament Scriptares (with c^tain exceptions) are 
read throughout once daring the year, and those of the 
New Testament three times. 

May we not see a deep meaning in this? For in the 
Old Testament the Unity of the Godhead is insisted upon, 
while in the New Testament the Doctrine of the Trinity is 
rerealed. Not that both parts of this great Mystery are 
not taught in both the Old and New Testaments, bat that 
the one is more strikingly set forth than the other. 

And this remark brings us to notice what Holy Scrip- 
ture really is : It is the Written Word of God. In it 
and by it God reveals Himself to man. He reveals 

* Angnst 81. 
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HiMSELP according to our capacity to apprehend Him. 
Hb reveals His Will, that we roay know wherefore Hb 
has created us, and what is due from us to Him. We 
learn, then, the relation in which we stand to Odd; our 
present condition is accounted for, and our future destiny 
is unfolded before us. We learn, too, the origin of all we 
see around us, and also the relation in which we stand to 
them ; and not only the visible things of time, but also 
the invisible things of eternity are revealed to us. 

But what, as Christians, it concerns us most to notice, 
is the part which Holy Scripture assigns to our Blessed 
LoKD. He, God the Son, the Second Person in the 
Adorable Teinity, is represented as the Creator of all 
things. By Him, God the Eathbr hath shewn forth His 
Eternal Majesty and Glory. This is the case both with 
respect to the Old Creation and the New : the Original 
Creation of man and the World in which he was placed, 
and the Redemption of that World which man by his sin 
defiled and ruined. The Holy Scriptures, then, are a re- 
cord of the Work of God the Son ; and in the Old Testa- 
ment we have the account of the First or Old Creation ; 
in the New Testament, a representation of the Second or 
New Creation. 

The first Book in the Old Testament bears the Title of 
*' Genesis,'* that is, " Birth,'* or " coming into existence." 
And we read accordingly, how in the beginning God 
'* spake** the Word, " and it was done : He commanded, 
and it stood fast ;'* and a beautiful World was prepared for 
the dwelling-place of man, who was created in the Image 
of God. Then we are told of man's rebellion against his 
Maker, of his defacing his Divine Likeness, of the en- 
trance of death, and of the curse of corruption lying upon 
the Works of God. At the same time, however, a Bay 
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of Divine Mercy breaks through the dark cloud of man's 
sin and misery ; and the Promise of a Bedemption is set 
forth. Through age after age of the Old Testament times 
is this promise of a Bedemption handed on, renewed, and 
enlarged ; and the events which take place are ordered or 
overruled in preparation for its fulfilment in due season. 

The First Book of the New Testament begins, ''the 
Book of the Generation of Jesus Christ." And this 
indeed may well stand as a Title for the Whole of the 
New Testament. For by taking man's nature upon Him, 
the Eternal Son of the Father became a Part of Creation 
itself, and His Life and Work affected that Bedemption 
and Be-creation whereby man regains the Image of God, 
and the Whole Creation is ''delivered from the bondage 
of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of 
God." It is in the New Testament Scriptures that this 
Life and Work are set forth. We behold that Life and 
Work in their beginning ; we mark their progress ; and 
we are taught to look forward to their completion in those 
" new Heavens" and that '' new Earth wherein dwelleth 
righteousness/^ 

Surely, then, we must perceive how good it is that we 
should make the Holy Scriptures our daily study. 

When we consider that, in order to our being saved, the 
Life of the Eternal Son of God must be imparted to us, 
and His Work carried on in us, changing us from the 
Image of the Earthy to the Image of the Heavenly ; surely 
we cannot be too thankful for the Gift of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, which contain the conditions and directions by. which 
this blessed end may be brought about. 

Now the Holy Church, which is " the Pillar and Ground 
of the Truth ; the Witness and Keeper of Holy Writ," has, 
as we have remarked, allotted four portions of the Holy 
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Scriptures to be read in the Public Services of the Church, 
daily — morning and evening — throughout the year; so 
that the whole field of Scripture Truth, the whole range of 
Divine Eevelation (with certain exceptions) may be brought 
before us. In addition to this, the Book of Psalms is 
allotted to us in such a manner that we may constantly 
join in the Praises of the Church Universal, marking each 
month as it passes with the Book completed. Besides, 
there are the Holy Day Beadings, marking the appointed 
Easts and Feasts and other Seasons : also the Eucharistic 
portions, the Epistles and Holy Gospels to be used at the 
Celebrations of the Holy Communion. 

If, then, we are dutiful sons and daughters of the Church, 
we cannot fail to have our minds deeply imbued with the 
Truths of Holy Scripture; and reading them in their ap- 
pointed order, we shall avoid the peculiar danger of fixing 
upon favourite passages, and the undue dwelling upon 
favourite doctrines, for we shall give each its due attention 
in its turn as it regularly is brought before us. 

If we cannot always enjoy the privilege of following out 
the whole of this course in the public Service at Church, 
let us always endeavour to do the best we can at our own 
homes; resting assured that God will greatly bless us if 
we wait upon Him according to our opportunities. Espe- 
cially let us never neglect the daily Lessons, for, remember, 
the Church has rightly divided unto us the Word of Truth, 
and declared unto us the Whole Counsel of God : if we 
neglect to give heed, it must be to our loss and great 
peril ; but if we gladly attend, then may we daily become 
more and more "wise unto salvation.^^ For to faithful, 
obedient, and loving souls, the Holy Scriptures are as 
'* a pure Biver of Water of Life, clear as crystal, proceeding 
out of the Throne of God and of the Lamb.*' Morning 
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and evening may we, if we will, drink of the ever-flowing 
stream, to the strength and refreshment of our spirits, to 
the nourishment, healing, and salvation of our souls. And 
as we do so, our minds shall become enlightened, and our 
capacities enlarged. Our Blessed Lord shall reveal Him- 
SELP more and more fully to us. He shall impart the 
Life which the Father hath given Him to have in Him- 
self more and more to us whom He hath made the mem- 
bers of His Body. His Work — ^the Work of the New 
Creation — shall be carried on in us from day to day. For 
as we prayerfully meditate upon the Holy Scriptures which 
contain the Revelation of His Mind and Will, so shall 
that Mind and Will be more and more wrought within us. 
As we reverently gaze upon the Sacred Features of Him 
Who as Perfect Man is our Example, so shall His Spirit 
renew us more and more after His Likeness. Our minds, 
feeding upon the heavenly things revealed to us, shall 
become heavenly-minded. Our affections being drawn out 
by the exhibition of Infinite Love, shall be the more firmly 
fixed upon God Who is Love. We shall be enabled to 
see things as they really are; to look upon things with 
the amount of regard that is due to them. The touchstone 
of Eternity shall ever be before our eyes : the Word of 
God a Light unto our feet, and a Lantern unto our paths. 
And not only as regards outward things shall we be 
enlightened, we shall also be enabled to form an accu- 
rate judgment of our own individual state. ''For the 
Word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of 
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a dis- 
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Neither 
is there any creature that is not manifest in His Sight : but 
all things are naked and open unto the Eyes of Him with 
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Whom we have to do." O truly there is no room for 
self-deception^ if we really come to the All-penetrating 
Light of God's Truth. The Stream that proceedeth from 
the Throne is " clear as crystal." When we come to it, 
how do we find ourselves reflected there ? O fearful the 
sight of what we are by nature; sinful and unclean, de- 
filed and filthy, blind and miserable, and naked. Yes — 
such are we in ourselves — this is our fallen condition. 
How far, in each individual case, has this been remedied ? 
It is this which it concerns each one of us to know for 
himself : and this, the Word of God, " clear as crystal," 
will disclose. It is by no false standard that we are tried* 
It is no human or fallible judge that tells us of our state. 
No: the unerring, unchanging mirror is held before our 
souls, and by the Power of the Holy Spirit the faithful 
Christian beholds wherein he has been changed '^from 
darkness to light," and the faithful penitent sees wherein 
he has been rescued " from the power of Satan unto God.'* 

Day by day, then, let us look at ourselves in the crystal 
stream of God's most holy Word; and as our sins are 
disclosed to us let us repent of them, and wash them away in 
the Precious Blood of the Lahb. As it is revealed to us 
wherein we are wanting, let us earnestly seek the Holy 
Spirit's Power, that wx may become what we ought to be. 
Then shall our Living Lord carry on in us His Work of 
the New Creation. By His Grace we shall fill the place 
assigned us now, amidst the accidents of time, and thus 
be prepared for the place appointed for us by Him here- 
after, amidst the realities of eternity. 

And as we are enabled to grow into the Likeness of our 
Blessed Lord, so shall His Holy Word become more 
precious to us. It is written in the spiritual Language of 
our Eternal Homq. It is the record of the Love of Him 
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Whose Love for us is stronger than death. It enshrines 
the Likeness of Hik Who is '^chiefest among ten thoasand^ 
and altogether Lovely.'^ It speaks of Light and Glory, of 
Peace and Blessedness, as the soul's eternal Portion, in the 
Presence of Him Who is Infinite Loye. It reveals mys- 
teries of Bedeeming Love which '^ the Angels desire to 
look into/' It tells of the Sovereign Bemedy for every 
mortal wound^ the Unfailing Comfort and Solace for every 
afflicted souL It has instruction for the most ignorant, 
while its heights are beyond the powers of the most learned 
to climb. The most simple may find their pleasant portion, 
while the highest intellect may reverently feast upon reve- 
lations that ennoble and animate the soul. 

ye, then, that would live for ever, daily hearken to 
the Words of Eternal Life. Look upon all around you by 
the Light which comes to you from the Holy Scriptures. 
Weigh all in the unerring Balance of God's revealed Will. 

Drink in refreshment and instruction from that Living 
Stream which unceasingly flows by your daily path. Its 
source, remember, is the Throne of God and the Lamb : 
its End is a Glorious Eternity, a Blessed Immortality. 

Yield yourselves to that quickening and transforming 
Power which abides in the Word of God ; imbibe its Spirit, 
cultivate the temper and affections it sets forth. So shall 
ye become fit to live for ever by the side of the crystal 
Stream, for all your impurities shall have been purged 
away, and there shall be nothing in you to cast a carnal 
shadow or shew an earthly stain. The Work of the Son 
of God shall have been completed in us. His Birth, His 
Life, His Death, His Resurrection, and Ascension, and 
Glory shall have been fulfilled in us. He shall present us 
before the Presence of His Father " with exceeding Joy.*' 

Most blessed Consummation and Crown of the New 
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Creation ! Can we truly say that we are being prepared 
for it ? O that we could indeed. But we are not so, if 
we indulge in thoughts that Holy Scripture condemns^ if 
we give utterance to words which Holy Scripture forbids, 
if we are guilty of actions which Holy Scripture pro- 
nounces sinful. If we are proud and self-sufficient, to us 
Holy Scripture is a strange language. If we are self- 
willed and uncharitable, Holy Scripture is a sealed Book 
to us. If anger or wrath or ill-will are indulged in by us, 
the Spirit Which breathes in the Holy Scriptures has not 
yet found an abiding-place in our hearts. If our best 
affections are set upon anything on earth, we cannot say 
that " our life is hid with Christ in God." If we are not 
striving day by day to copy the Example of our Blessed 
Lord in self-denying Love, and to abound in the Gifts 
and Graces of His Holy Spirit, we cannot hope that He 
will acknowledge us for His Own. 

No : if we would find our names in the Lamb's Book 
of Life, if we would be at the last of the number of the 
" Church of The Pirstborn,'' whose names " are written 
in Heaven," we must order our daily lives on earth ac- 
cording to God's most Holy Word. 
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Sacrificial flSorisiiip. 



PSALM xxvii. 7. 

*' Therefore mU I offer in His dwelling an Oblation with great 
gladness : IwiU sing^ and speak praises unto the Lord.^^ 

"117'E love Him," says the beloved Apostle St. John, 
"because Hb first loved us.'^ And well is it for 
us if we can say this with truth. 

The most perfect form of love, however, is to love God 
for His own sake, and even unto this should we strive, 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, to attain. For truly 
the Lord our God is worthy of all Love. " God is 
Love." All pure and holy Love is from Him : and so, of 
necessity, must tend to Him, as its Object and its End. 

In the mighty works of His beautiful Creation, He has 
displayed His Love. As the Milker, Regenerator, 
and Sanctifier of mankind. He has revealed Himself 
as Perfect Love. O most assuredly all unfallen and sin- 
less beings must glow with intense and loving adoration 
as they look upon the Glory of His Love and the Fulness 
of His Grace I And we ourselves, according as our 
hearts are purified from sin and our minds enlightened 
by the Holt Spirit, shall also love and adore. 

Als we may, then, let us love. According to our ability 
let us worship. If we cannot, as yet, rise to the higher 
form of love — that of loving God for His own sake, loving 



Sacrificial Worship. 27 



Him because He is Ood — ^yet let us, in gratitude^ love 
HiH for what He is to us, and for what He has done 
for us. 

As all His loving-kindnpss and tender mercy, all His 
forbearance and watchful care, all His unceasing and un- 
wearying love to us, comes to our remembrance, well may 
the grateful heart exclaim, " what shall I render unto the 
Lord for all His benefits toward me P I will receive the 
cup of salvation, and call upon the Name of the Lord/' 
'^ I will offer in His dwelling an Oblation with great glad- 
ness : I will sing, and speak praises unto the Lord." 

If we are really striving to live as God's children, this 
will not be only an expression of passing gratitude : it 
will be a deep and steadfast and enduring resolve, which 
we shall be continually carrying out in our daily lives. 

But does the thought come into our minds, " who are 
we, that we should come before the Pure and Holy and 
Jealous Ood ?" " What offering can we make that shall 
be fit for His Acceptance ?" 

We do not come before Ood relying upon our own 
worthiness, for we confess that we are defiled by sin, and, 
by nature, are the just objects of His Wrath. Of our- 
selves we have nothing to offer but our shame, and guilt, 
and misery; and these are abomination in the sight of 
Gk)D. 

We draw near in and through the One Mediator. 
The Well-beloved Son of Ood, in our nature, hath put 
away our sin by the Sacrifice of Himself. Cleansed from 
our defilement in His most precious Blood, and clothed 
in His perfect righteousness, we come with humble bold- 
ness " unto the Throne of Orace," and " obtain mercy" and 
" grace to help in time of need :" and we make our offer- 
ings of love and thanksgiving, which are well-pleasing and 
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acceptable in the sight of our Heavenly Father. God's 
own good gifts to as we offer Him again, and Hb, in 
love, accepts them and pours upon us His Blessing. 

Yes: God's own children do make offerings to God, 
do give unto God. 

It is true that all things belong to God ; yet when, in 
grateful love, God's children offer to Him what He has 
entrusted to them, He accepts it as a Gift, seeing that it 
is rendered to Him by that Free-will wherewith He has 
endued His reasonable creatures. 

We should, indeed, always be mindful of this. If we 
are not, our religion will surely be greatly wanting both 
in depth and reality. 

Every breath we breathe is His Gift: and He would 
have us aspire after Him. He has endued us with 
speech, that with our tongue, the best member that we 
have, we may bless and praise His Holy Name. He has 
endowed us with faculties, and affections, and wills, that we 
may choose Him, cleave to Him, and abide in Him more 
and more. He has entrusted to us possessions, talents, 
strength, time, that of these we may offer to Him pledges 
and tokens of our love ; and, by our use of these, we may 
ever be setting forth His Glory. 

Even before the coming of our Blessed Lord in the 
flesh, the saints of God strove thus to live. Bighteous 
Abel brought of the firstlings of his flock, the spotless 
lamb, and sacrificed it to God; and God accepted the 
offering, and Abel who offered it. It was a token of the 
lamb-like spirit of him who brought it, it was a tribute 
to Him to Whom all things of right belong; it was a 
Type of the Lamb of God, Which taketh away the sin 
of the world. And Enoch — who never saw death — he, 
indeed, must thus have lived, for is it not emphatically 
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said of him " he walked with God ?" Faithful Abraham, 
too, in addition to his making what seems to have been 
the usual o£Perings of animal sacrifices, did not stop short 
of even wholly devoting his only son at God's command. 

Tes : of the first, and best, and the prime — of life, of 
strength, of possessions — did the faithful ones of old ofl^er 
unto God in faith, and met with His acceptance and 
blessing. 

In the case of the Israelites, the chosen people of God, 
God Himself was pleased to ordain laws, descending 
even to minute details, whereby His people might dedicate 
themselves, their time, and their property to Him, and 
thereby live under His especial Providence and Blessing. 

When they dedicated their tithes with gladness, gave 
a tenth of all their possessions to God's service, the re- 
mainder of their substance was sanctified to them. When 
they offered their sin and trespass-offerings, they obtained 
forgiveness for the sake of the Lamb of God. When they 
rendered the tribute of thank-offerings and free-will offei^ 
ings, they were enabled to rejoice in God's Love and 
Favour. 

The spirit of true Beligion still remains the same, al- 
though the outward form of it is changed. Our Lord 
came not to destroy, but to fulfil. In the service and 
worship of the faithful members of His Chtirch are now 
set forth those blessed spiritual realities, which were typified 
and foreshadowed by what was done by them of old. 

The Sacrifice of the Lamb of God, the offering of the 
Son of God in man's nature on the Cross of Calvary, is 
the Centre at which all religious service meets, and which 
alone imparts virtue and worthiness to all offerings and 
sacrifices. It is through that alone that we are able to 
comply with the exhortation of the holy Apostle, when he 
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says, *' I beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto Goo, which is your reasonable service/' 

That ONE Great Sacrifice still abides ; its virtue, its 
efBcacy, its power, its preciousness, all endure, remain un- 
changed, and are still all-availing and all-prevailing, and 
shall be so for ever. 

Now our Blessed Lord, in our nature, has ascended 
to the highest Heavens, and taken His Seat on His 
Father's Throne, His Presence there is the pleading 
perpetually and unceasingly of that One Great Sacrifice 
which He offered for man, whose nature He hath taken 
into His OWN, and incorporated with Himself. 

The pierced Side, the wounded Hands and Feet, the 
traces of the Thorny Crown and the lacerating scourge, 
all testify to the Sacrifice of the Lamb that was slain, 
and are ever present before the Father's Face ; and so 
the followers of the Lamb, the living members of the 
Incarnate Son of God, are both in their persons and their 
offerings acceptable and well-pleasing to God. 

O, then, that we, each one of us, may prove by happy 
experience the blessed reality of this; for all this is im- 
plied, when we say, " therefore will I offer in His Dwelling 
an Oblation with great gladness : I will sing and speak 
praises unto the Lord/' Our fears may come to an end, 
our enemies may cease to alarm us, our trials, difficulties, 
and troubles need distress us no more, our griefs and 
sorrows may be exchanged for joy and gladness ; for we 
have access to a Father in Heaven Who is Infinite Love. 
We may offer unto Him ourselves and all that belongs 
to us : and in His Service find rest and refreshment, peace 
and happiness, and be filled with the consolations of the 
Eternal Spirit. 
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And truly the most fervent love, the deepest, holiest 
gratitude should fill our hearts in return for this. And 
our love and gratitude should find their expression and 
increase in our taking our due part in the Worship and 
Service which is perpetually being offered to our Father 
and our God. 

The Divine Services of the Church are framed for the 
very purpose of enabling us to do this. 

The Church, where we gather together in the Saviour's 
Name, is the House of God. In it He vouchsafes to 
afford an especial Presence. It is His Dwelling, where 
He waits to be gracious ; waits that we, each one, may 
offer the appointed Oblation or offering; waits to receive 
our prayers and accept our joyful praises. 

The Worship of the Church is unceasing. The daily 
morning and evening Prayer is ever going on. As the 
light of the sun travels around the globe, it shines upon 
the never-ending Offices of Prayer and Praise, of Love and 
Devotion. As it rises upon one land, it finds the Morning 
Prayer beginning; and as it sets, it leaves the Evening 
Prayer going on. And so, from land to land, and from 
day to day, and from year to year. Yes : when we begin 
our daily Morning Office, other brethren have just finished, 
and ere we conclude, others have just begun, and so on, 
until the time of Evening Prayer, which in its course un** 
ceasingly succeeds. So from this earth, which is being 
renewed, ascends a mighty flood of unceasing worship, 
which is gathered up and presented by Him Who sitteth 
at the Father's Bight Hand, our mighty Redeemer ; 
our All-prevailing Advocate; the Lamb of God; our 
Great High-Priest. 

We may seem few in number who assemble day by day 
in the House of God, but we are part of a multitude which 
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no man can number. Oar voices may be faint and feeble, 
but we are contribaiing to swell that mighty stream of 
Worship, which is as the Yoice of many waters. 

But the one great Oblation, which the faithful chil- 
dren of Goo offer in His dwelling with great gladness, is 
that Holy Sacrament, which was ordained " for the con- 
tinual remembrance of the Sacrifice of the Death of Christ, 
and of the benefits which we receive thereby." In this 
all our other offerings and worship — aye, and our whole 
lives too — are gathered up, and sanctified and blessed. 
On every Lord's Day, at the very least, the truly devoted 
member of Christ earnestly seeks to take part in this 
most holy Oblation. Eor that blessed Sacrament is the 
appointed way of pleading before the Almighty Father 
the One Great Sacrifice which His Well-beloved Son 
once for all offered upon the Cross, and now continually 
presents before Him on our behalf in Heaven. 

Our ordinary week-day Services, our faithful discharge 
of our common duties, our alms and prayers, our acts of 
mercy and deeds of love, our innocent recreations, joined 
to our penitence and faith, are our preparations for the 
more solemn worship of the Lord's own Day, at the 
Lord's Great Feast, the Holy Communion. 

Before we communicate, we make our offerings according 
as God hath blessed us. Our alms or offerings are col- 
lected and placed upon the Holy Altar of our God, to- 
gether with the elements of Bread and Wine, which are 
about to be consecrated for the Blessed Sacrament. O 
truly our offerings should indeed be the tribute of thank- 
ful, grateful, loving hearts. 

They should be made in acknowledgment that all we 
have and all we are does of right belong to the Lord our 
God. They should be made as a token that we do indeed 
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desire to give up our whole selves to Him, that we earn- 
estly desire that our prayers and our works, the use of 
our time and talents, especially during the past week, may 
all be accepted by Him ; accepted by Him, in and through 
His dear Son, Who once gave up Himself for us all. 

And then the most holy and Divine Service proceeds. 
Our God hath indeed provided the Lamb for the Sacri- 
fice ; on Him Alone we rely : but with hearts trembling 
with holy awe, and filled with adoring love and reverent 
worship and thanksgiving, we have the unspeakable privi- 
lege of taking our part in the Holy Office, and we offer 
in the Dwelling of our God an Oblation with great glad- 
ness, and, after we have received the Blessed Sacrament, 
we again " sing and speak praises unto the Lord.'^ 

If we do indeed thus take our part duly in this blessed 
Worship and Service, this Holy Oblation, this Sacrifice of 
Praise and Thanksgiving, truly our spirits and our lives 
are gathered up by our Lord on His Heavenly Throne ; 
our Heavenly Father accepts our love, and the Holy 
Spirit is more and more shed abroad in our hearts. 

So may we go on our way rejoicing. Day by day look- 
ing back to our Last Communion, and looking forward 
and preparing for our next ^ Morning and Evening using 
the Collect which connects our daily Services with that 
of the Holy Oblation and Communion of the past Lord's 
Day. In everything giving thanks. In everything, by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, letting our 
requests be made known unto God : adorning the Doc- 
trine of GoD, our Saviour, in all things. So shall we 
serve God and frequent His holy Dwelling, not merely 
that we may receive something at His Hands, but that 



• Tide Archdeacon Freeman's " Principles of Divine Service. 

D 



M 



34 Sacrificial Wonhip. 

we may joyfully embrace the precioas privilege of offering 
to Him our thanks and praise, and tokens and pledges of 
our love ; our love to Hih Who loveth us more than the 
highest Seraphim can declare. Who loveth us with a Love, 
which spared not His own Son, but freely gave Him up 
for us all. 0, while time lasts, may we in all the faculties 
of our whole being be increasing in Adoration and Love 
to Him ; and in eternity, we shall the more worthily serve 
Him, and in our degree love Him, even as we are loved ! 



SEEMON V. 
Communion toitfi tfie lSii»m !Lorlr. 



Easter. 



ST. LUKE xxiv. 1. 

'' Now upon the first da/y of the week, very early in the morning, 
they came unto the septdchre, hringing the spices which they 
had prepared." 

T^O those who traly love the Lobd, the gloom of Lent 
has now been followed by the brightness of Easter^ 
and the sorrows of penitence have been exchanged for the 
songs of grateful thanksgiving. Eor He Who died for 
our sins is risen again for our justification, and waits, 
through the ordinances of His Church, to bestow upon 
every faithful heart the Blessing of His Peace. 

As, therefore, we would share in the saving Grace of our 
Risen Lobd, it becomes us to meditate with reverent care 
and grateful love upon what the Holy Scriptures reveal 
to us concerning His Appearances to His true Disciples 
after His Resurrection. 

We will, by Odd's Blessing, direct our attention to our 
Blessed Saviour's appearing to the holy women, who 
before His Death had followed Him, and ministered unto 
Him; and after His Burial had prepared sweet spices, 
that they might shew their devoted love by anointing His 
Body. 

He had been taken from the Gross, and they had fol; 
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lowed His Dead Body to the Bocky Tomb and beheld how 
IT was laid; and they thought they had lost the Lord, 
Who was the very light of their eyes and the Joy of 
their hearts. Their hopes of gloiy, their expectations of 
redemption, seemed to have been destroyed. Yet they 
would shew their love to Him^ Whom they loved as they 
had never loved any before. Joseph of Arimathea and 
Nicodemus had already embalmed Him^ but they felt 
they must also take part in the Anointing: it was the 
only way left by which they might manifest their reverence 
to the Body of Him Whom they so loved in life. There 
was not time to do this, however, on the evening of His 
Burial, for the day had come to an end. So, having pre- 
pared the sweet spices, they rested at home during the 
next day, which was the Sabbath, awaiting in sorrow to 
do their office of love when the morrow should have come. 
And when it was come, very early in the morning they 
set out on their way. They reach the Tomb ; the sealed 
stone is rolled away : they enter in : the sepulchre is 
empty : the Body of the Lord is not to be found : and 
they are greatly perplexed. But their loving hearts are 
not left long in doubt and darkness. For their eyes are 
opened, and two bright Angels are seen standing by their 
side. And as, in fear, they bow down their faces to the 
earth, the holy Angels speak to them, revealing the blessed 
truth that the Lord had risen again. " Why seek ye the 
Living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen: 
remember how He spake unto you, when He was yet in 
Galilee, saying, The Son of Man must be delivered into 
the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third 
day rise again. And they remembered His Words, and 
returned from the sepulchre, and told all these things unto 
the eleven, and to all the rest.'' 
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But this is not all ; for as some of the holy women were 
running to tell the Disciples the glad tidings, behold the 
Lord Jesus Himself '' met them^ saying, All hail ! 
And they came and held Him by the feet and worshipped 
Him." 

Who can describe the joy of that happy meeting ? 
Those who have loved, and lost, and found again, may 
have some conception of what it was. In grief and sad- 
ness they had prepared the sweet spices, and with sorrow- 
ing hearts they sought to anoint the Dead, but with joy- 
ful hearts they now embrace their Living Lord and wor- 
ship Him. Their minds had been filled with thoughts of 
the rocky Tomb and the great stone which lay upon it, 
and the Lifeless Form of Him they had loved with such 
reverent and devoted affection. But lo I they had found 
the stone rolled away, the Lord departed, and Angels 
waiting there instead, to guide them where their sorrows 
should be turned into joy. And at last, they had run to 
tell the Disciples the glad tidings which the holy Angels 
gave them, when the Eisen Lord Himself meets them 
on their way. They sought Him early, and they found 
Him, not indeed as they expected, but far beyond their 
most sanguine hopes. They would shew their love, though 
it were in deepest sorrow, when lo ! He Who loved them, 
met them, and turned their grief into gladness. They had 
thought to have taken the last sad, lingering, sorrowing 
look of the Dead, but lo I the Lord, with His Living 
Voice, gives them the blessed pledge of welcome and joy 
for evermore. 

Is there not in all this very much of instruction and en- 
couragement for ourselves? There is indeed. May the 
Holy Spirit so influence our hearts that it may have 
a saving effect upon us ! 
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In the first place^ we may well seek most earnestly for 
grace to enable us to imitate the reverent love and de- 
voted service of those holy women, who left their homes 
and followed the Saviour^ and ministered to Him of their 
substance. 0, in very truth, our love should be more fer- 
vent, and our service more zealous, seeing that our Blessed 
Lord has been revealed to us in the fulness of His Di- 
vine Nature, and we have His finished and perfected 
Work before us. The holy women did not fully know 
Who He was. They saw Him in the lowliness of His 
Humiliation : they believed in Him as the promised De- 
liverer of God's chosen people, and His mighty miracles 
and wonderful teaching had strengthened and confirmed 
their faith in Him as such. But of His Work of saving 
Grace, of His Strife and Victory over sin and Satan and 
death and hell, of this we do not find them conscious. 
And so, when He died upon the Cross and was buried in 
the Tomb, their hopes of redemption were withered, and 
their hearts were rent with anguish. 

Yet they had devotedly followed Him, and when He 
was despised and rejected by His People, they still clung 
to Him in reverent affection. Aye, and when their dis- 
appointment wrung their hearts with keenest anguish, their 
love for Him was not quenched. They were not to be 
hindered by the rough soldiery and the wicked crowd from 
lingering near the Cross, and from marking well the rocky 
Tomb. In life, they had gladly ministered to Him of 
their substance, and now their Lord was dead, they would 
not cease their care for Him. Sweet spices and precious 
ointments should still testify their love to Him. These 
they prepared with affectionate care. But yet in holy 
obedience to God's Commandment, even as their Lord 
had ever taught them, they restrained themselves during 
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the holy Sabbath; and then^ early in the morning, while 
it was yet dark, they sought the sepulchre, bringing the 
sWeet spices which they had prepared. 

And such devoted love met with an overflowing reward. 
The loving Saviour had compassion upon their ignorance 
and infirmity, and by His Presence turned their sorrow 
into joy. 

And this joy — this blessed Easter joy — has been shared 
by us according as our hearts are filled with real love to 
our only Lord and Saviour. 

If, then, our joy be not full and deep, surely it must 
be because our love is not so devoted as it ought to be, 
and our faith is weak and imperfect. But this should not 
be. For we know that He Who has called us to follow 
Him is " Very God of Very God,'* not only the promised 
Deliverer of Israel of old, but the Almighty Saviour of 
the world. He, Whom we profess to serve and minister 
to, is not only a Deliverer from earthly foes, but the 
Glorious Conqueror of spiritual enemies: the Healer of 
every mortal woe, and conferring upon His faithful mem- 
bers not the worldly glories which fade away, but the 
crown of life eternal in the Heavens. 

Besides, our faith is not exposed to the very awful trial 
of beholding our Blessed Lord in the depths of His 
Humiliation, without witnessing the Glory that should 
follow. His whole Work is before us. As — ^in faith — 
we stand by the Cross on Good Friday, we know also 
of the empty Tomb, and the Glorious Besurrection of 
Easter Day. We have been spared the fearful suspense 
of the first Disciples. And the Holy Spirit has opened 
our minds to understand the Scriptures beforehand, so 
that the Glorious Work of Bedeeming Love is all before 
our eyes. 
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Most fall and overflowing, then, should be onr love to 
Him Who hath shewn such love to us. Most abounding 
should we be in holy service to Him Who hath ac- 
complished so mighty a Salvation for us. With the 
holiest awe and the deepest reverence should we constantly 
minister unto Him Whom we know to be our Very Lord 
and our God. 

As, therefore, the holy women left their homes in 
Galilee, and followed our Blessed Saviour to the holy 
City, and ministered to Him of their substance, so let us 
strive, by the aid of the Almighty Spirit, to forsake all 
worldliness and the selfishness and sloth of our old nature, 
and to follow our Lord, waiting upon Him in a faithful 
use of all the Ordinances of His Holy Church, endeavour- 
ing to follow the steps of His most Holy Life, receiving 
into our hearts His Heavenly Teaching, and seeking that 
we may largely share in His miracles of saving and sanc- 
tifying grace. And, day by day, let us thankfully embrace 
every lawful way of ministering to Him. We know that 
He regards all kindness and care bestowed upon His af- 
flicted or needy members as done unto Himself. We 
know that He looks with peculiar favour upon all efforts 
of pure self-denying love shewn in endeavouring to do 
Him honour. Abundant, then, are the objects, plentiful 
are the opportunities, with which we are surrounded, in 
order that we, according to our several ability, may shew 
our love by ministering to our most Loving Lord. O 
let us, strengthened by Divine Grace, do our very best. 
For, consider the marvellous condescension of our Lord. 
He Whom the highest Archangels serve with reverent 
awe, accepts with approving love the trifles which we are 
enabled to do, provided they be the offerings and the 
tribute of grateful, loving hearts. 
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Let us not be weary in well-doing. When things seem 
to turn out very different from our expectations, let us not 
be disheartened^ but learn to commit ourselves and our 
lives wholly to our Almighty Lord. In reverent love and 
affectionate service let us cleave to our Loving Saviour, 
and then^ iu the end^ when faith shall be exchanged for 
sights our joy shall indeed be full. 

And yet, still further, the conduct of the holy women 
may be an example to some of us. They prepared sweet 
spices, and then early in the morning, on the first day of 
the week, they sought to shew their love by anointing the 
Lord. And has not many a faithful heart since been en- 
couraged by the blessed reward they met with ? Aye, 
and have not countless numbers of true-hearted and de- 
voted Disciples sought and found even a far more blessed 
Reward than they did ? Yes : with hearts prepared with 
true repentance, more precious than myrrh; with hearts 
filled with fervent love, more costly than sweetest spices ; 
with lives abounding in deeds of mercy, faith, and charity, 
more fragrant than choicest ointments ; many, many faith- 
ful Christians delight to seek their Bisen Lord '' early in 
the morning,*' in His Holy Communion Feast, "on the 
first day of the week,'^ the Lord's own Day. And 0, it 
is not for mortal tongue to speak of their joy and blessed- 
ness ! They seek not the empty Tomb, but the very Pre- 
sence of the Risen Lord. They seek not to embrace His 
sacred Peet, for they are blessed with His Presence in their 
inmost hearts. They worship Him with reverent love, 
and go on their way rejoicing. 

Sweet, tranquil hour of peace and love and heavenly 
joy, while yet the world is sleeping in sloth or indifference, 
when faithful hearts, early in the morning, draw near, 
seeking the Presence of Him Whom their hearts adore 
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with fervent love, bringing with them, after a spiritual 
sort, the sweet spices they have prepared. Most happy 
commanings of such faithful hearts with their Blessed 
Lord. Precious tokens, too, of that glorious meeting on 
the Last Great Easter Morning, when all the faithful shall 
behold Him face to face. 

If we will faithfully seek our Lord with all our hearts, 
and love and serve Him truly, the fulness of joy shall be 
ours for ever. 

The stone is rolled away from the Tomb: the Lord 
is Eisen indeed. By faith, even now, we behold Him : 
by love, we embrace Him. When faith shall end in sight, 
then the night of darkness and death and sin and sorrow 
shall have for ever passed away ; and Christ Who is our 
Life shall appear, and we also shall appear with HiH 
in Glory. 



SEEMON VI. 

Sifter tfje Eejsurrection* 



Easter. 



ST. JOmr xxi. 4. 
" When the morning was now corner Jesus stood on the shore, ^^ 

CEVEBAL days had passed away since the Eirst great 
^ Easter Day, and the Disciples, in obedience to their 
Lord's command, had gone into Galilee. On two occa- 
sions, when they were gathered together. He had appeared 
to them. He did not, however, stay with them as He 
had done before He su£fered, for when His visits were 
over He departed, and they knew not where He was. 

They now found themselves amid scenes which had 
been familiar to many of them from their earliest years; 
and scenes, too, which had been endeared to them by their 
connection with many a miracle and saying of their Divine 
Master. There was the quiet mountain-side, where the 
hungry thousands had been fed; there were the towns 
and villages around, where their Lord had preached the 
Gospel and heakd the sick; there was the beautiful in- 
land sea, upon whose waters He had walked to them, and 
whose stormy waves He had hushed into a calm. All 
around bore the footprints, as it were, of their Lord, and 
yet He was hidden from their sight. 

And '' Simon Peter saith unto '' the six of his brother 



44 After the Besurrection. 

Disciples that were with him^ '^ I go a fishing. They say 
unto him, We also go with thee. They went forth, and 
entered into a ship immediately; and that night they 
caught nothing.'' 

This conduct of the Disciples is^ perhaps, very different 
from what we should have expected. Some time before, 
at the call of their Lord, they had left their nets and fol- 
lowed Him. They were to become the "fishers of men,*' 
and for more than three years they had been in preparation 
for their work, and now we find them at their nets again ! 
Why did they thus return to their old way of life? Was 
it that their earthly necessities led them to do so ? If this 
was the case, we may do well to lay this to heart ; and 
thereby become strengthened in the conviction that '^ man's 
extremity is God's opportunity." 

" And that night they caught nothing." Their labour 
seemed all in vain. Their perseverance met with no ap- 
parent success. Without their Divine Master they could 
do nothing, and the morning dawned upon them with 
their empty nets, and their needs unsupplied. But with 
the morning light their Lord appears; for "when the 
morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore." But 
the Disciples did not know Him at the first. He had 
passed through the awful change of the death and resur- 
rection, and although appearing in the Same Body as 
before, yet His Personal Presence was wonderfully altered. 
St. Mary Magdalene, at the Tomb, did not recognise Him 
before He called her by name. The two Disciples at Em- 
maus regarded Him as a stranger, until " He was made 
known to them in the Breaking of the Bread." And now 
He speaks to the Disciples in the ship, they reply to His 
question without perceiving Who it was that addressed 
them. 
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"Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any 
meat? They answered Him, No/' Not that the Lord 
needed the information; He knew fall well the fruitless 
labour of the night, their empty nets, and their toil in vain. 
And having thus drawn from them the confession tliat such 
was indeed the case. He bids them '' Cast the net on ^ the 
right side of the ship, and ye shall find/' But had they 
not been casting their nets in all directions during the 
whole of the night without success? They had indeed. 
Yet now, once more, they implicitly obey the injunction 
they receive, " They cast therefore, and now they were not 
able to draw it for the multitude of fishes/' It is a similar 
miracle to that they had taken part in, when their Lord 
had first called them to follow Him; and they begin to 
perceive that it is no Stranger that is standing on the 
shore. " Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith 
unto Peter, 'It is the Lord.' Now when Simon Peter 
heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher's coat unto 
him, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into the sea. 
And the other Disciples came in a little ship ; (for they 
were not far from land, but as it were two hundred cubits,) 
dragging the net with fishes." 

Thus the Disciples are again in the Presence of their 
Lord. And we may well remark the conduct of St. Peter 
and St. John upon this occasion. It was much the same 
as when they first received the tidings of the Resurrection. 
They both repaired to the empty tomb : St. John is the first 
to believe, but St. Peter is the first to enter the holy sepul- 
chre. And so it is now, and upon this, one of our great 
Divines ^ thus expresses himself : ** It is St. John whose 
instinct of love penetrates the disguise and tells St. Peter 
that it is the Lord. It might strike the recollection of both, 
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how a few short years before the same Lokd had, in His 
mortal days, given a similar direction, — a like miraculous 
draught following: though then they drew the net; but 
now they could not: then the net brake; but now, for 
all the greater multitude of fishes, when it was drawn to 
land, the net was unbroken : then the ship began to sink, 
and Simon Peter, affrighted, besought the Lord to depart 
from him, a sinful man ; whereas now, as soon as he heard 
that it was the Lord, and believed it was so, he plunged 
into the water to go to Him. These circumstances, sym- 
bolizing the greater Power of the Bisen Lord, or rather 
the greater power He obtained for the fishers of men 
when the mysteries of His redemption were accomplished, 
were not lost on St. John ; who, ever calmer than St. Peter, 
while his emotions were the deepest, tranquilly remained 
with the rest in the vessel till it was brought to the 
shore." 

And as soon as the Disciples " were come to land, they 
saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread.'' 

Yes, He Who had just given them a miraculous draught 
of fishes on the water, has now also a feast ready prepared 
for them on the shore ; a feast, too, which must surely be 
intended to shadow forth some great mystery. 

'^ Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye 
have now caught. Simon Peter went up, and drew the 
net to land full of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and 
three : and for all there were so many yet was not the net 
broken." 

Thus the miracle was completed, and that which could 
not be drawn up into the vessel was safely landed on the 
shore. 

*' Jesus saith unto them. Come and dine." A welcome 
invitation, surely, to those who had been toiling in the 
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cold and the wet the night through. A most welcome 
invitation, to take their places once more by the Side of 
their Beloved Masteb. And yet, reverence and awe 
largely mingle with their joy. "None of the Disciples 
durst ask Him, Who art Thou ? knowing that it was the 
Lord." 

St.Chrysostom remarks that they, " beholding His Form 
altered and replete with something exceedingly astonishing, 
were stricken with very great fearj being desirous to make 
some enquiry concerning it, but awe, and the consciousness 
that it was not another but He Himself, restrained the 
question; and they only ate those things which He had 
created with great power/' 

"Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth 
them, and fish likewise.'^ They do not take the food 
themselves : but the Lord giveth it to them. Nor do 
we find Him now looking up to Heaven and giving thanks, 
as He used to do before His Passion ; and truly all this 
must be full of spiritual significance, even as upon another 
occasion He declared, "All power is given unto Me in 
heaven and in earth.'' 

" This is now the third time that Jesus shewed Him- 
self to His Disciples, after that He was risen from the 
dead.'' The third time, that is, that He appeared to His 
Disciples collectively, not His third Appearance, for the 
Holy Scriptures tell us of five Appearances on the first 
great Easter Day. On the evening of That Day He 
first visited them, St. Thomas being absent. On the even- 
ing of the Second Lord's Day He appeared to them the 
Second time and St. Thomas was with them, and exchanged 
his former doubts for adoring faith and devotion. And 
now again, for the third time. He shews Himself to the 
greater part of His chosen Apostles under the circum- 
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stances we have been considering. And O, that His 
Almighty Power may be so imparted to us^ that we may 
gain from these circumstances much heavenly instruction 
for ourselves^ to His Glory and the increase of our eter- 
nal joy I 

In the first place^ as we are told that when it was morn- 
ing the Lord ''stood on the shore/' our minds seem to 
be led onwards at once to the dawning of that Last Great 
Easter Morning, when our Blessed Sayious shall meet 
His chosen on the shore of the eternal world. 

And when we call to our remembrance that our Lord 
had spoken of 'Hhe Kingdom of Heaven'' as being like 
" unto a Net, that was cast into the Sea, and gathered of 
every kind : which, when it was full, they drew to shore, 
and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels but cast 
the bad away ;" the circumstances of the Miracle open out 
before the devout and faithful heart as a kind of vision of 
what shall be hereafter. Therefore, we may well consider 
whether we are making due preparation for that Awful 
Day when all these things shall be fulfilled. For, indeed, 
as members of the Church of Christ, we have a personal 
interest, and we are to have an individual share, in these 
matters. 

Again : when we carefully have regard to the points 
in which this miracle differed from that first miraculous 
draught of fishes, many important particulars are brought 
before us. 

In the former Miracle, our Blessed Lord was with the 
Disciples in the ship upon the sea. On that occasion 
they let down the net where they would, and the net brake, 
and the fishes were drawn up into the ships. Now here 
we have evidently a representation of the state of the 
Church militant upon Earth. Yes: this was the case of 
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the Disciples before the Resurrection. And this too is 
the similitude of our case now. The Church is still tossed 
upon the waves of this troublesome world. The fishers 
of men have to toil the night through of this mortal life. 
The net of the Gospel encloses within it vast multitudes 
of every kind. But also, the Unity of the Church is sadly 
broken by divisions and schisms ; the net is rent and many 
fall away to perish in the great deep. Still, each true- 
hearted Disciple must work on in his appointed place till 
the morning dawn, and the Loed shall crown his labours 
with a great reward. 

In the latter miracle, however, we have observed that 
our Lord was not bodily present in the ship; in the 
morning He ''stood on the shore/' At His command 
the net is now cast on the right side of the ship. Tiiis 
time the fishes are not drawn up into the ship, but landed 
upon the shore where the Lord was. Now this was after 
His Eesurrection. So here we may look upon the con- 
dition of the Church Triumphant, when The Day shall 
break and the shadows of mortality for ever flee away. 
On this occasion the net is not broken, for none is able 
to pluck Christ's chosen ones who cleave to Him out of 
His Hand. Their number and their names are known 
to Him : and so we are taught to pray that it may please 
Almighty God, of His "gracious goodness, shortly to 
accomplish the number of His elect and to hasten His 
Kingdom.'* They are found upon the Eight Hand, and 
therefore they receive the gracious Welcome and glorious 
Benediction of their Lord, as the blessed Children of His 
Father. They are bidden to partake of the inheritance 
prepared for them, and even more than this, for their 
former toils are not passed over without notice. " Bring 
of the fish which ye have now caught," said their Divine 

E 
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Master. And does not this shadow forth the blessed 
truth of how the Lord will crown His own Work in those 
who labour for Him in their appointed stations in this life ? 
All is, indeed, of Him, and to Him be all the glory. By 
His especial Power it was that the fishes were taken, and 
yet He graciously speaks of those who did His bidding as 
having taken them themselves, and causes them to be 
added to the Peast which He had prepared. And He 
will not ever forget our " works and labour that proceedeth 
of love, which love we have shewn for His Name's Sake." 
Although it be His Grace that accomplishes in and by us 
everything that is good, yet He looks upon it as done by 
us, and shall make it add to the brightness of the Crown 
He Himself has won for us, and the fulness of the joy 
He has prepared for us. well then may we hearken to 
the exhortation, "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not 
in vain in the Lord." 

And well may we look forward in faith and hope to 
that bright and blessed morning, when the storms of this 
life shall be at an end ; when the toil and darkness of the 
night of this imperfect state shall be over ; when all the 
faithful, collected from every kindred, and people, and 
tongue, shall be safely gathered in ; when, face to face, 
we shall behold our Lord upon the Eternal shore, never 
to be separated from Him any more, but we shall dwell in 
His Presence and feast upon the Fulness of His Love 
for ever. 



SEKMON VII 
iLife in Cfirigt* 



Easter. 



ST. JOKN xiv. 19. 
'* Became Ilive^ ye shall live aUoV 

TTEET bright and joyous is the face of this lower world 
at this season of Spring. Tokens of life and animation 
are seen on every side. I^ature seems to be awakening 
from her death-like slumber^ and arising from the Tomb 
of Winter, instinct with vigour, and arrayed with beauty. 

How wonderfully are these things of the natural world 
in harmony with the things of the spiritual world. At 
this blessed Easter-tide our Blessed Lord has ''become 
the first-fruits of them that slept," and thereby '' brought 
life and immortality to light." He has come forth from 
the Tomb, living and glorious, thereby quickening all the 
members of His Body, and giving us the earnest and 
the pledge of life eternal and everlasting glory. For His 
gracious Promise is, " because I live, ye shall live also." 

Now this promise was made by the loving Saviour, as 
He was endeavouring to comfort His Disciples, whose 
hearts were troubled at the prospect of His leaving them. 
Their faith was weak, and they could not endure the 
thoughts of His departure. Their minds were earthly : 
their hopes and desires far too much fixed upon temporal 
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things. They were far from fully realizing the Divine 
Nature of our Blessed Lord : very much inclined to rest 
upon His Human Nature, and to remain content with 
His Bodily Presence with them. 

So, in tenderest love, He strives to lift up their minds 
to better things. He would have them possessed with 
nobler thoughts and aspirations. He would have their 
faith embrace Him in the reality of His Divine Nature, 
as being One with God the Father; so that He might 
be their Strength and Stay, both in time and in eternity ; 
not only their Lord and Master in this world, but their 
OoD and King in the better world to come. To that 
bright world He was going : it was His Father's House. 
In their human nature. He was going before them : shew- 
ing the way for all those who, in and through Him, should 
become the children of God. There were " many man- 
sions" there; and among them there He would prepare 
their place, and not among the high places of the great 
ones of this perishing world. 

In heart and mind they were to follow Him to Heaven, 
their future and eternal home : and in faith^ and hope, 
and love, they were to wait, and watch, and work, till He 
should come again to take them to Himself, to be with 
Him for ever. 

Meanwhile, He would not leave them comfortless : nor 
would He be really absent from them. By His Holy 
Spirit He would be with them, even more continually 
and intimately than before. It was only from the bodily 
sight that He would be withdrawn. The world, indeed, 
would not see Him ; but the eyes of His faithful Disciples 
should still discern Him — aye — and endure " as seeing 
Him^ Who is Invisible.** And, embracing and cleaving 
unto Him in the Truth of His Divine Nature, they 
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should become partakers in His Immortality : *' because 
I live, ye shall live also/* 

May the Holy Spirit purify and cleanse our hearts and 
affections, and so strengthen our faith that we may enjoy 
our due portion in these blessed spiritual Bealities. It is 
Life that our spirits long for: it is Life that our souls 
thirst after: It is Life that our hearts are hoping for. 
And here does He, Who is The Life Itself, give us the 
Pledge and the Promise and the Prospect of It, in all 
Its fulness of eternity and blessedness. 

Nor is it only in hope and prospect that the Lord is 
our Life : even now the Sun of Righteousness has risen 
upon us, and behold we live. The Breath of the Spirit 
of Life has quickened us: and provided only we abide 
in our Lord by a living faith, we shall never die. The 
separation of the soul and body, and the turning of the 
body into dust, this, of itself, is not death : for the bodies 
of the faithful members of Christ only "sleep" in Him, 
while the " spirits of them that depart hence in the Lord 
do live with God ; and the souls of the faithful, after they 
are delivered from the burden of the flesh, are in joy and 
felicity." And this separation is but for " a little while." 
For the Son of God, having suffered in the flesh, has ex- 
hausted the power of death for all the members of His 
Body : and, by His rising to life again, has restored ever- 
lasting Life to all who abide in Him. So His promise 
stands for ever sure, unaffected by time, unaltered by the 
changes of this passing world. 

If, then, we are Christ's indeed, and if we- continue 
faithful unto the end, our eternity of blessedness is already 
begun. It is true that we are encompassed with human 
infirmity, beset with difficulties, tried by temptations, and 
surrounded by the accidents of time and mortality. The 



54 lAfe in Cirist. 



Spibit of Life, however, would lift up our hearts to our 
Lo&D upon His eternal Throne, and bid us listen to His 
"Words. From the Heaven of Heavens, the Land of Ever- 
lasting Light and Life, He speaks to animate and to cheer 
us, " I am alive for evermore/' " Because I live, ye shall 
live also." 

Well, then, may we endeavour, by a reverent faith and 
adoring love, to rise to a closer communion with our 
Blessed Lord. Well may we with holy joy embrace such 
precious opportunities as the Festival of the Ascension 
affords, of having our faith strengthened, our hope bright- 
ened, and our love deepened. On Holy Thursday we are 
called upon, with the eye of faith, to follow our Blessed 
LoKD in our human nature ascending through the opening 
Heavens to the Eight Hand of God the Father. Blessed 
Vision, which should never fade away from our souls. He, 
Who once for us stooped so low, is now exalted very high. 
He, Who was once the " Man of Sorrows," is now " the 
King of Glory." He Who once was "despised and re- 
jected of men" on earth, is now worshipped and adored 
by all the holy Angels in Heaven. He Who once bowed 
His Head in death upon the Cross, now upon the Throne 
of His Divine Majesty is seen to be the Very Lord of Life, 
" by Whom all things consist." And although He be so 
very highly exalted, yet His Love for all His faithful 
members is eternally the same, still His unchanging Pro- 
mise holds good : " Because I live, ye shall live also." 

His earthly work is ended, and He hath entered into rest. 
He is seated above the storms that agitate this lower world. 
Yet He has not left His true Disciples alone. He is not 
unmindful of their troubles, their struggles, their sorrows. 
Once, for their sakes, He, in the flesh, passed through 
them all; and now, by His Holy Spirit, He is present 
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with them as their Strength and Stay. When the clouds 
are darkest^ when the storm is highest^ when sorrows or 
trials are heaviest, and even when the shadows of death 
are closing in around us^ we maj look for Him to say to 
our hearts, " Because I live, ye shall live also." 

Blessed Gift of Life ! O still more blessed, the new 
and risen Life of the redeemed — life, derived from Him 
Who is the Lifs Itself; life, which is the exercise of the 
energies and faculties of the body, soul, and spirit, accord- 
ing to the Will of God, for the purposes and ends for 
which He called us into being. May God give us His 
Spirit's Help thus to live. For it was thus that our 
LoBD, in our nature, was manifested as ''The Life." 
Every thought and desire, every motive and intention of 
His Mind, was in full harmony with the Will of God. 
Every word He uttered, every act He did, was in fulfil- 
ment of the Father's Will. Every emotion of His 
Heart, every pulse and sensation of His entire Being as 
Man, was that of pure and holy Life. In Spirit, He was 
ever rising to His Father in Heaven, and abiding in full 
communion with Him; while day by day He was occu- 
pied in doing good, and shewing active love to man. 

It was thus, too, the holy Apostles and first Disciples of 
our Lord, treading in His Steps and abiding in Him, were 
shewn forth to be living members of Him Who is "the 
Life," and through the Spirit's Power became the blessed 
instruments of imparting "the Life" to others. In their 
measure and degree they became like unto their Lord; 
and in them the graces and the fruits of the True Life were 
seen, "to the Glory of God the Father." Heavenly 
Wisdom filled their mind and exercised its highest powers. 
Fervent zeal filled their hearts, and inspired them with un- 
tiring perseverance in the work their Lord had given them 
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to do. Divine Love filled their entire being and led them 
gladly to spend themselves and be spent for God and man. 
They turned away from the follies, and deceits, and allure- 
ments of the world, and in many instances joyfully laid 
down their earthly lives that they might live with their 
LoBD for ever. 

And in every succeeding age, thus also have the faithful 
members of Christ, in various degrees, lived; and it is 
now our duty and our privilege thus to live. It is for us, 
in this our day, with holy love and gratitude to claim of 
our Almighty Lord that He will make His Promise good, 
" Because I live, ye shall live also." 0, we know He will 
not fail us. If we will remain faithful to Him, our life 
is secure for ever. Be it, then, our supreme endeavour to 
abide in Him. By His Spirit He will enable us to 
overcome our natural passions and appetites, and to resist 
the temptation to indulge in those things which tend to 
corruption and death. Our true Life does not consist in 
such things. In prayer and meditation upon God's Holy 
Word we are ever to be drawing nearer and nearer to our 
Blessed Lord. In seeking Him in His Holy Church, 
and receiving Him in the Holy Communion, we are to 
strive to become more and more One with Him. Then, 
day by day, shall He be our Life. In all our ways we 
shall acknowledge Him, and He shall direct our paths. 
Whether we eat or drink, or whatever we do, we shall " do 
all to the Glory of God." We shall " glorify God," both 
in our body and in our spirit, which are His. We shall 
coroe to the light, that '^ our deeds may be made manifest 
that they are wrought in God." 

"A man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the 
things which He possesseth." The faculties and energies 
of the members of Christ do not find their exercise in the 
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follies and frivolities of this vain world. The intellect and 
the talents of the children of God do not find their ex- 
pansion and satisfaction in earthly pursuits and human 
devices. A more worthy path is theirs, a nobler course, 
even life for God : life, in all duty to God or man, vigorous 
and healthy, unimpaired by sensual indulgence, unweakened 
by carnal gratifications, not checked by worldly ambition, 
not corrupted by sloth, nor injured by self-will. 

Pull of present happiness, too, is our true Life. For 
we look upon earth, and sea, and sky, and we read the 
Tokens of our Heavenly Father's Love. We mark the 
dispensations of His Providence, and we rejoice in their 
Grace and Truth. We muse upon the mighty works of 
His beautiful creation, and our minds are filled with 
reverent wonder and admiration. Submitting our finite 
reason to His unerring Eevelation, we gladly use the re- 
searches of science and the deductions of philosophy to 
minister to our delight, and assist us in forming still more 
awful conceptions of the Greatness and goodness of God. 
The beautiful flower beneath our feet, or the mighty suns 
and worlds that roll above our head in the starry firma- 
ment, the smallest insect and the largest living thing, 
each and all invite us to exercise our powers of life, and 
incite us to exclaim, "O Lord, how manifold are Thy 
Works ! in Wisdom hast Thou made them alL" 

Through these visible things of time our minds may pass 
on to the unseen things of eternity. To the pure in heart, 
the things of God shall be revealed. To the meek and 
child-like spirit, shall heavenly mysteries be disclosed. To 
the reverent and devout, the Spirit of God shall shew 
" things which it is not lawful for a man to utter." 

O shall we not strive, then, in addition to the faithful 
discharge of our active duties and prayers, to let our life 
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also go forth in adoring contemplation of God and the 
things of God? Shall we not seek the Spirit's Help 
that we may, with holy awe, dwell upon the Attributes 
and Perfections of our God; that His Holiness, Purity, 
Justice, Mercy, and Love, may be far more than mere 
names to us ? Shall we not endeavour that the Light, and 
Glory, and Bliss of Heaven may be more and more Bealities 
to us ? And on Holy Thursday shall we not especially be 
in earnest to have a more lively sense of the dignity and 
glory to which our Blessed Lord has exalted our Human 
nature in Himself? Yes, that is the unending End 
of our Life, that is the final condition of our Being ; 
a place at the Eight Hand of God the Father, secured to 
us by the promise of Him Who saith, " Because I live, ye 
shall live also/' 

Well, too, may we dwell with adoring thankfulness upon 
the operations of that Almighty Spirit, whereby all this 
life and blessedness is secured to us. O that we may never 
resist His GoDly motions, never strive against His Gra- 
cious Strivings, never refuse to be led by His safe guidance. 
that He may breathe into us more and more of the 
Spirit by which alone we live! May He strengthen 
our faculties and enlarge our capacities. May He quicken 
our energies and increase our fruitfulness. May He purify 
our affections and exalt our conceptions. Then shall our 
outward life witness to others, and our hearts shall witness 
to ourselves, that we are indeed abiding in our Lord. And 
we shall live : " For as the Father hath Life in Himself, 
so hath He given to the Son to have Life in Himself ;" 
and to us He saith, " Because I live, ye shall live also." 

Therefore we will not fear to pass through our final 
change. We will not tremble at the Grave and Gate of 
Death. The root of the flower is hid beneath the earthy 
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that it may spring forth and blossom in all its beauty. 
The grain of corn is cast into the ground, that out of its 
corruption it may arise in increased vigour and fruitfulness. 
So we, in like manner, beholding the presence of our Lord 
in righteousness, and peacefully falling asleep in Him, 
shall at the Last Great Spring-Time of the Eesurrection 
awake up after His Likeness and " be satisfied with it." 



SEEMON Vm. 
Sliojition anil Sonsijili. 



GAL. iT. 6. 



" Because ye are sanSy God hath sent forth the Spirit of Bis 
Soif into your hearts, crying, Abba, Fatsbb,^' 

THE Work which the Etenial Son of God has accom- 
■*■ plished is a most real Work : and it will be our own 
fault if it do not result in our everlasting Salvation and 
Glory. 

From Christmas to Whitsuntide, the various stages of 
that Work have, once more, been set before us. If we 
have duly profited by the devout and thankful considera- 
tion of them, we shall thereby have been advanced another 
degree " in the knowledge of Him, Whom truly to know 
is Life eternal/' 

Once more " the Mystery of GoDliness,'* which without 
controversy is great, has been unfolded before all those 
who, in humble obedience and loving faith, have waited 
upon their Lobd in the Ordinances of His Holy Church : 
"God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, 
seen of Angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in 
the world, received up into Glory." 

O well may we, with thankful hearts, adore that won- 
drous Love which did not leave us in the misery of our 
fidlen state and separation from God. The deepest reve- 
rence, however, and the holiest awe, must always accom- 
pany our thoughts about the most marvellous coudescen- 
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sion of our Lord and our God. For who are we that we 
should scan the doings of the All- Holy and Incomprehen- 
sible God? 

Yet it is these Doings that we are to rejoice in with 
holy joy ; although Gouly fear be mingled with our joy. 

The full, perfect, and finished Work of our Eedemption, 
Salvation, and Glory is unfolded before us that we may 
meditate upon it, that we may, by the Power of the Holy 
Ghost, make it a Blessed Reality to ourselves, and that 
we may, on account of it, render our most devoted love 
and service to our Father and our God. 

We do not ask " how can these things be ?'* We are 
taught to rejoice that they are accomplished Realities. 

"God'' hath "sent forth His Son;" He has fulfilled 
the eternal Purpose of His Divine Will ; He, Whom, as 
God, " the Heaven of Heavens cannot contain," has bared 
Himself of His Glory, and taken upon Him the Nature 
of man. The Co-equal and Co-eternal Son of God has 
taken into His own Divine Nature that very Nature of 
man which, in the beginning. He Himself had created 
and made. It is done. By faith we are enabled to look 
upon Him as the Son of Man, " made of a Woman," and 
so perfect Man as well as perfect God in one Person. 
. By faith, also, we look upon Him as He became obe- 
dient to the Law for man, obeyed that Law which He 
Himself had given, that for us He might work out per- 
fect righteousness, and we hear the Voice of God the 
Father from Heaven, declaring that "This is My be- 
loved Son, in Whom I am well pleased." 

By faith, too, we look upon Him as, " by dying for us. 
He destroyed death," and, "by rising to life again. He 
restored to us everlasting Life." 

And this is not all. For, in faith, we now look upon 
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Him as in our Human Nature He is glorified^ seated 
upon the very Throne of Heaven, having all power given 
unto Him in Heaven and Earth, at the Right Hand of 
God the Father, receiving the worship and adoration of 
Angels, and Saints, and all Creation. 

And from our Lord, thus exalted and glorified, Odd 
the Holy Ghost has come down to us, that the Work of 
God the Son may be carried on and completed in us, that 
we, too, in due time may be exalted to His kingdom and 
glory. 

To ''as many as" have "received Him, to them" hath 
He given " power to become the sons of God :" " which 
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God." 

*'And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the 
Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, 
Father." 

As we are enabled to embrace the truth of this for our- 
selves, what heavenly light and brightness is shed upon 
our condition even now; what a very different aspect has 
everything that befalls us here below, and how must our 
hearts rise within us at the prospect of the glory and happi- 
ness that awaits us above ! 

We, who fell away from God through the sin of our 
forefather Adam, have been restored in and through " the 
Second Adam, the Lord from Heaven." We, who were 
afar off in the darkness and ignorance of sin and death, 
have been brought nigh to the Source of Holiness and the 
Author and Giver of Life. We, whose nature was 
defiled, whose flesh was corrupt, and the imagination of 
whose hearts was only evil continually, have been washed 
in the " Fountain opened for sin and uncleanness," purged 
from defilement, and gifted with the Holy Spirit to de- 
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liver us from the bondage of corruption^ and bring us to 
the " glorious liberty of the children of God." We, who, 
by our first and natural birth, came into existence as parts 
of a fallen creation, being born in sin, and, as such, the 
children of wrath, have, by our new and spiritual Birth in 
Holy Baptism, become parts of the New Creation, being 
born again "of Water and the Spirit," and thus be- 
coming the children of grace, and so very members of 
Christ Jesus, the Incarnate Son of God: "for as many 
of us as have been baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ." He is the " First-born among many brethren." 
He became bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh, that 
He might unite us wholly unto Himself, become one 
with us and we with Him. He became partaker with us 
in our Human Nature, that we might in Him become par- 
takers of the Divine Nature. And so although alto- 
gether Alone and unapproachable in His Supreme Dignity 
as the Only-begotten Son of God, yet as the Incar- 
nate Son He speaks of God the Father as His Father 
and our Father, as His God and our God, and calls us 
His Brethren. 

In such awful terms as these is the B.eality of our adop- 
tion into God's family set forth; declaring us to be very 
members of Christ, children of God, and inheritors of 
the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Our Blessed Lord, by His own teaching, and by that 
of His Holy Apostles, calls upon us to live according to 
the truth of this. He has exalted us to the place and 
condition of sons, and our whole life and conversation is 
to be that of Children of our Father in Heaven. 

" Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father which is iu 
Heaven." And the Pattern and Aim of our conduct is 



64 Adoption and SonsAip, 

thus declared : " Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father 
also is merciful :" " Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 
Father which is in Heaven is perfect/' And for the supply 
of all earthly needs we are called upon to manifest the 
confiding love of children, "for your heavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of all these things/' And the 
same principle is to regulate our conduct towards others 
under all circumstances; in persecution and enmity, in 
reviling and detraction, in hatred and wrong, we are not 
to be overcome by evil, but are to "overcome evil with 
good/' For, " love ye your enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
that despitefully use you and persecute you, that ye may 
be the children of your Father which is in Heaven : for 
He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust/' In like 
manner, in fasting, in almsgiving, in befriending Christ's 
little ones, all is to be done, as those who look with the 
confiding love of children to the all-seeing Eye of their 
Father which is in Heaven. 

Then, again, with regard to prayer, this principle of 
relying upon God as His dear Children, is very especially 
enforced. To the All-penetrating {Iye and the All-merciful 
Ear of your Father, "Who seeth in secret," and "knoweth 
what you have need of before you ask Him," is the earnest 
desire of the heart and the longing wish of the mind to 
be poured forth, and even the very words of a prayer pro- 
vided that ye may make known your requests to our 
Father which is in Heaven, may give unto Him the 
lionour due unto His Name, may intreat His pardon and 
the supply of every want; may manifest an entire resigna- 
tion to His Will, and ascribe to Him the Kingdom, the 
Power, and the Glory, for ever and ever. 
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Again, when our Blessed Lord had returned to His 
Father's Right Hajjd, and sent down God the Holy 
Ghost upon His Church, we find the Holy Apostles also 
under His Inspiration, setting forth the truth and the 
reality of our Adoption and Sonship in the very strongest 
manner. Thus, it is declared, '^ye have not received the 
Spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received 
the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 
The Spirit itselp beareth witness with our spirit, that 
we are the children of God : and if children, then heirs ; 
heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ, if so be that 
we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified together." 
Also, '^ when the fulness of time was come, God sent forth 
His Son, made of a Woman, made under the Law, to 
redeem them that were under the Law, that we might 
receive the Adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, 
God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your 
hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no 
more a servant, but a son ; and if a son, then an heir of 
God through Christ." 

Truly these words bring before us, in a very awful and 
affecting manner, the mystery of our membership and union 
with our Blessed Lord. For the Holy Spirit is repre- 
sented as putting into our hearts the very same expressions 
as proceeded from the Lips of the Incarnate Son of God, 
when the burden of our sins bowed Him to the earth in 
the garden of Gethsemane, " Abba," Father. This Word 
'* Abba," which means Father, is, we are told, the equi- 
valent of the Hebrew word, which is never made use of ex- 
cept to express real relationship — verily and truly Father. 

Be it our constant effort, therefore, to live as those in 
whom the Spirit of the Son of God has wrought the 
conviction that we are in very truth the sons of God. Let 

p 
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the Spibit's Ciy in oar inmost hearts be expressed in oar 
oatward li^es. Let it be manifest that we are the sons of 
God becaase we are led bj the Spiut of GrOD. Let it be 
seen that the Spinrr of Christ is the Aathor and Giver 
of oar life, becaase we are daj by day becoming more 
closely conformed to the Example and Likeness of oar 
Sayiguk Cheist, and that there is in us continnally more 
and more of the same Mind as there was in Chust Jesus. 

" God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son '' into our 
hearU; the first and best of our affections, oar sapreme 
Love, shoald, therefore, be constantly and unreservedly 
fixed on oar Father in Heaven : and then, all we need in 
time and eternity is sarely oars. 

In joy, oar hearts shall rise to Hue in gratefal praise. 
In prosperity, oar glad thanksgivings shall go ap before 
His Throne. In rest, we shall refresh onrselves apon oar 
Father^s Love. And in sorrow, trial, hardship, suffer- 
ing, we shall, in confiding love and patience, tarn to oar 
Father in Heaven, and be strengthened by His Grace to 
be more and more conformed to oar saffering Lord, Who 
prayed in His Agony, '' Abba, Father, if it be possible, 
let this Cap pass away from Me ; nevertheless, let Tht 
Will, not Mine be done.*' 

The Father's Love is All-sufficient ; He is All- wise : 
He is Almighty: He is All-Loving: "He that spared 
not His own Son, but freely gave Him up for us all, how 
shall He not with Him also freely give us all things." 
Pour we out, then, our hearts before Him. Put we away 
utterly from us anything that might separate us from His 
Love. Let our repentance for our past sins be hearty and 
thorough, and let the yielding of our whole wills to our 
Father's Will be full and complete. Then, wherever we 
are, our Father's Love shall keep and bless us: what- 
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ever we are doing, our Father's Love shall sanctify; 
loneliness shall be presence with our Fathbe through the 
Spirit ; trials and griefs shall the more fully open out our 
hearts to Him^ that a Father's Love may effectually com- 
fort us. And thus shall we go on day by day, gather- 
ing fresh strength from our trials passed through in the 
Strength of the Spirit: profiting by each Holy Season 
through the Teaching of the Spirit : and so the Work of 
the Incarnate Son of God shall, in due time, become per- 
fected in us the members of His Body, the Church which 
He hath purchased with His most precious Blood; and 
so shall He bring us at the last to our eternal Home, in 
the Presence of His Father and our Father, of His 
OoD and our God. 



SEBMON IX. 



ST. LUKE xiii. 20, 21. 

'' WTiereunto shall I liken the Kingdom of God ? It is like 
lea/ven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of 
meal, till the whole was leacened*^^ 

nPHERE is a mighty work going on aroand us, the Work 
■■■ of the New Creation, the setting up and extension of 
that Kingdom of which God Himself is Kino, and which 
shall last for ever. 

It had its beginning when the Co-equal and Co-eternal 
Son of the Father took our Nature upon Him : and thus 
united the Two whole and perfect Natures, the Nature 
of God and the Nature of Man, in One Person, never to 
be divided any more. 

In its operation and in its progress, it is ''like leaven, 
which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, 
till the whole was leavened/' 

In the Person of our Blessed Lord was the Godhead 
hidden, that It might impart Itself to the Human Pamily, 
which had become corrupt through the first Adam's sin. 
He, the Second Adam, the Lord from Heaven, would 
renew man, after the Image of Him Who created him, in 
righteousness and true holiness. 

\t first He stood Alone. But He soon gathered around 



TAe Growth of the Church. 69 

Him a band of faithful Disciples. He solemnly ordained 
and carefully prepared His Twelve Apostles to be His 
instruments of carrying on His Work of saving Grace. 
He unfolded to them the Mysteries of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and endued them with miraculous Powers. And 
when, by His Obedience, and Death, and Eesurrection, 
He finished His Work on earth. He ascended to His 
Father's Bight Hand, to carry on and complete that 
Work in Heaven. But ere He did so. He commanded 
His chosen Apostles to wait for the Power which He 
promised to send them from on High. And then He 
sent down upon them no less a Person than God the 
Holy Ghost, to abide with them, and to be in them con- 
tinually. So they became strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of His Might, and were enabled to fulfil the Work 
their Lord had appointed them to do. 

Thus the Foundations of the Church were laid. The 
Kingdom of God began its conquests. The hidden leaven 
was already working. The Apostolic labours of the first 
Day were crowned with such success that three thousand 
souls were admitted into the Family of God, and became 
inheritors of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

On and on went the mighty work, overcoming every 
obstacle, and spreading its influence among all classes and 
conditions of men. Beginning at Jerusalem, it soon ex- 
tended through the land of Judah, and throughout the 
length and breadth of Palestine. The very efforts used by 
the enemies of the Lord to hinder its growth became the 
means of its being the more widely spread. The wicked 
might persecute the Disciples of the Lord even unto death, 
but " the blood of the Martyrs " proved to be " the seed 
of the Church.^' The unooDly might scatter the faithful 
Christians and drive them into distant lands, but behold 
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they were as leaven, working upon and inflnencing those 
amongst whom they came. Thus the numbers of the 
Christian Family increased daily, and the Chorch was en- 
larged on every side. And so the Work has gone on, 
gathering into the Kingdom of God a multitude which 
no man can number, of '',every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people/' Thus it is even now going on, 
having reached this our land, and extended to these our 
times; and so it shall go on, until the whole Human 
Family is leavened, until the restitution of all things, when 
all God's Children shall enter into possession of that King- 
dom where sin and corruption shall be known no more. 

O surely, then, it becomes us to mark, with reverent 
care, how this wondrous work has been, and is still being, 
carried on : and to do our utmost that its saving influence 
may be fully exerted over ourselves, changing us from the 
image of the earthy to the Image of the Heavenly, con- 
forming us wholly to our Blessed Lord, and preparing 
us for our eternal Home in the Kingdom of God. 

This Work is now, as it has always been, carried on by 
the Son of God Himselv through the ministrations of His 
Holy Church, and the holy and devoted lives of His Mem- 
bers. His Apostles and Evangelists have preached His 
Holy Word, and proclaimed His Blessed Gospel: they 
have administered His Holy Sacraments, and dispensed 
the means of Grace. His Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, 
from age to age, have taken up and continued the same. 
And thus an unfailing Fountain of spiritual health, and 
strength, and refreshment, has been afforded to God's 
faithful children, and they have been enabled to live to 
His Glory, and their example and their conduct has acted 
"like leaven" upon those around them. The beauty of holi- 
ness has a marvellous power to attract those who behold it. 



The Orowth of the Church. 71 

The Love of Christ, shed abroad in the hearts of His 
Members, cannot fail to work upon those who are brought 
within the range of its influence. A life abounding in 
deeds of active, persevering, self-denying love, pleads most 
persuasively for imitation. When the true Christian is 
seen to be in possession of a calm and deep joy and peace^ 
which outward things cannot disturb, which sorrow cannot 
overpower, nor suflFering destroy, the human heart of the 
beholder must fain long to share it : and so be led, it may 
be, to find that peace and joy itself, in believing. The 
long-suffering and gentleness, the meekness and forbearance, 
also, of the children of God, appeal most strongly to those 
who behold them. To find persecution endured without 
bitterness, to find ill-treatment endured without impatience, 
to find reviling answered by blessing, to find cruelty and 
falsehood met with gentle firmness and meekness, and to 
find opportunities of retaliation and vengeance only made 
use of by returning good for evil ; all this has melted many 
a fierce heart, and been the means of converting thousands 
to the faith of our Blessed Saviour and the service of 
Almighty God. 

The real, unaffected, unobtrusive goodness of the true- 
hearted Members of Christ has also been powerful in its 
effects. Men are drawn towards those whom they feel 
they can trust. And the good man, faithful to his pro- 
mises, true to his word, just and upright in his ways, sober 
and temperate in his life, and merciful and kind in his 
actions, is felt to be one whom men can rely upon, and 
look to for help and sympathy when they need it; and 
thus many are led to Him, Who Alone is Good, and upon 
Whom Alone any can savingly rely. 

It is in these ways and after this manner that the Leaven 
of Divine Grace has been, and is now, extending Itself 
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from the Pebson of our Blessed Lord day by day, and 
hour by hour; leayening and changing the Members of 
the Human Family^ adopting them into the Family of God, 
making them partakers of the Divine Nature, and in- 
heritors of the Kingdom of Heaven. May it be our blessed 
portion to share most fully in this Work of saving Grace. 

At our Baptism, the Church was unto us as the Woman 
of whom our Lord speaks. She took of Him the Leaven 
of Divine Grace, and hid it in us, in our threefold nature, 
of body, soul, and spirit, that our whole being might be 
leavened. This Grace it is that moves us to seek that we 
may more and more largely partake of the Gifts and Graces 
of the Holy Spirit : that the Work of our renewal and 
sanctificatiou may be duly carried on; that day by day our 
spiritual strength and stature may increase; that we may 
become continually more pure and holy, more heavenly- 
minded, more perfectly conformed to the Likeness of our 
Blessed Lord, and more completely One with Him. As 
we yield our wills to the Will of our Heavenly Father, 
and set our affections unreservedly upon Him, silently and 
surely shall the Leaven of His Grace do Its work upon 
us, penetrating and changing our entire being, imparting 
to us more of the Divine Nature, and infusing into us 
that " Holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord.^' 
It shall work in us the same ''mind as there was also in 
Christ Jesus.'* Every carnal imagination shall be cast 
down, and every thought shall be brought into subjection 
to the Love of Christ. Our desires shall be those of 
children of a Heavenly Father, our delights the delights 
of those who have tasted of the sweetness of God's Love ; 
and, if we are not wanting to ourselves, nothing shall rob 
us of our full and final blessedness. For the Divine Leaven 
does not lose its virtue even when the soul departs from 
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this mortal life, and the body for a time is turned to dust ; 
"The Lord knoweth who are His," and His faithful 
Members are never severed from Him ; sleeping or waking, 
resting or working, they *' do live with God." In the 
end, they shall be fully perfected, body, soul, and spirit 
shall be wholly leavened. He "shall change our vile 
body, that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious 
Body, according to the working whereby He is able even 
to subdue all things unto Himself:" while throughout 
eternity, with nothing to hinder or disturb, our souls shall 
"magnify the Lord," and our spirits shall rejoice "in 
God our Savioue." 

But we must not forget that it is possible for us to lose 
all this blessedness. If we neglect to make a proper use 
of all the means of Grace we may not expect that the 
Leaven of the Holy Spirit's Power will change us from 
sin to holiness. Unless we are diligent in prayer and 
earnest in seeking our Blessed Lord in the Holy Commu- 
nion of His most precious Body and Blood, we may not 
hope that He will carry on in us His "Work of saving Grace. 
If we set our hearts upon earthly things, if we yield to pride 
or any kind of impurity, if we give way to self-will and un- 
charitableness, we check the Working of the Divine Leaven 
within us : and if we continue in our sinful state, we must 
fall away from our Lord for ever. O be we, then, very 
watchful and careful that nothing may hinder the work of 
our salvation from being surely carried on: and let us 
make it our frequent prayer to Almighty God, our " most 
loving Father," that He will renew in us "whatsoever 
hath been decayed by the fraud and malice of the devil, or 
by our own carnal will and frailness ;" that He will " pre- 
serve and continue" us "in the unity of the Church," 
and bring us at the last to the place which His dear Son 
has prepared for us in His Heavenly Kingdom. 
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And^ if we are indeed Members of Christ, we shall also 
act as leaven on those around us, and on those to whom 
our influence may extend. It is in this manner, even now, 
as it has been from the beginning, that each individual 
Christian helps on the Work of extending the Kingdom of 
God. If we possess the Leaven of Divine Grace, it will 
not only work upon ourselves, but it will affect others also. 
The Leaven will spread \ and if we are thankful to be the 
instruments whereby it does so, we shall thereby gain addi- 
tional blessedness for ourselves. Each one of us — as part 
of a household — as a dweller in a neighbourhood — as 
a member of a congregation — possesses a certain power to 
act upon others, and if our daily lives are what they ought 
to be, if we are consistent in our conduct, faithful in the 
discharge of our duties, constant in our devotions, and 
amiable and charitable to all, then shall we be the means of 
acting upon others, both above and below us, for good. 
By us, our Blessed Lord shall carry on His Work. We 
shall be as leaven in His Hands. Surely and quietly shall 
His Holy Spirit work by us, often, it may be, without 
our being conscious of it ; and often, when we lovingly and 
patiently strive to be the means of benefiting others in 
whatever ways the opportunity is afforded us. And not 
only upon those around us shall we work, but also to those 
at a distance, even in foreign lands, shall our influence ex- 
tend. For our alms and our prayers shall go up on their 
behalf " as a memorial before Qt)D ;^' and so shall we help 
to carry on the Work of the Church amongst them. Thus, 
among all the various branches of the Human Family, shall 
the Leaven of Divine Grace go on leavening and changing 
the hearts and souls of countless thousands, which, each 
in their turn, shall act upon others; and they also upon 
others, and upon others, even unto the end, '^ till the whole" 
be " leavened." O blessed consummation ! when the Holy 
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Church, purified and cleansed in the Blood of our Blessed 
Lord, without " spot or wrinkle or any such thing/' shall 
be presented by Him unto His Heavenly Father to in- 
herit for ever the Kingdom of God, yea, to be itself that 
Kingdom, of which God Himself is the Everlasting 
King. 

that it may be the happy lot of each one of us, to be 
the means of hastening on that blessed time, when all the 
Kingdoms of this world shall have fully "become the 
Kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ !'' Then 
shall the Work of the New Creation shine forth in Its 
Glorious Brightness and Divine Beauty. For the Incar^* 
nate Son of God shall, by His Holy Spirit, have re- 
newed the face of Creation, every corruption shall have 
been removed, all evil banished, every enemy overcome, and 
sin and disobedience known no more. 

With such a prospect before us, let us work on ; let our 
lives abound in prayers and praises, in thanksgivings and 
deeds of love. So, at the last, when God's Kingdom shall 
have fully come, we shall receive the welcome of our Al- 
mighty Lord, " Come ye blessed Children of My Father, 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world." 



SERMON X. 
Ifilest in Cijriist 



Feast of St. Matthias.' 



ST. MATTHEW xi. 29. 

** Take Mr Yoke ttpon you, and learn of Me^ for I am Meek and 
Lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls.^* 

AUR life on earth is one of constant warfare. For this 
" world, now sin has entered in, is the battle-field of the 
powers of light and the powers of darkness. We ourselves 
are engaged in the awful struggle in which the principles 
of good and evil are contending for the mastery. 

This day's Festival brings this matter before us in a very 
striking manner. 

For it is impossible to commemorate the faithfulness of 
the holy Apostle St. Matthias, without remembering that 
he took the plage of one who " by transgression fell.^' 

Yes : evil obtained possession, and had the final mastery 
over one whom the Incarnate Son of God had called to 
the high dignity of an Apostle, and whom He had treated 
as His companion and His friend. 

This does indeed cast a shade of sadness over this day : 
and teaches us that the most constant and earnest watch- 
fulness on our part is needed. For if an Apostle fell, who 
shall not have a wholesome fear lest he also should be 
overcome ? 
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Sat for our comfort and encouragement we can turn to 
the fact that when Judas the traitor's place was vacant, 
another was found to take his Office, and, with the other 
faithful eleven, to await the promised outpouring of the 
Holy Comforter on the Day of Pentecost. 

Then the glorious company of the Apostles were fully 
prepared to take the leading places in the conflict : and, in 
the power of the Almighty Spirit, they went forth con- 
quering and to conquer. 

But this struggle is, for the most part, hidden from our 
outward sight. We can mark some of its effects, but the 
contest itself is unseen. Our Blessed Lord, however, had 
all before His Eyes. He beheld Satan as lightning fall 
from Heaven. He could see the wicked spirits which 
were warring against mankind; and when He put forth 
His Power and empowered His chosen servants in His 
Name to triumph over these powers of evil, He rejoiced 
that the blessed work of salvation had in very truth begun, 
and foretold the complete triumph of all His Disciples 
over every power of the Enemy. 

The prospect of this triumph of His faithful Disciples 
caused Him to yield to those feelings of rejoicing which 
are so very rarely mentioned as gladdening His travail and 
toil on earth. O fuU^ and complete, and glorious beyond 
all thought must that final triumph be, to have enabled 
the Loving Saviour thus to rejoice, notwithstanding the 
countless multitudes who, in spite of all His Mercy and 
His Grace, would not partake in it: but who would 
willingly remain the slaves of the Prince of Darkness I 

This most glorious triumph awaits each one of us, if by 
Grace we are faithful unto death. Strong in our Lord, 
then, and in the power of His Might, let us strive to fight 
manfully the good fight of faith. Let Him be glorified in 
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U8 Hls Members. Let Him be able to rejoice in the suc- 
cess which by His Grace we achieve. 

But we most be diligent to keep carefully in onr minds 
what we are fighting for, and the awfol interests that are 
to be decided by the contest. 

I. We are fighting for a full and complete conformity 
to the Likeness and Will of onr Lord. 

IL His Glory and the salvation of oar immortal souls 
depend upon the final result of the battle. 

''Take Mt Yoke upon you^ and learn of Me, for I 
am Meek and Lowly in heart;'' said our only Lobd and 
Sayioub. 

Tkis it is that we are to strive to do : and this it is that 
our enemies strive to hinder us from doing. 

The " Yoke'' of Holy Obedience to the Will and Com- 
mands of our Lord was placed upon us at our Baptism ; 
when we vowed to fight manfully ''under His Banner 
against sin, the world, and the Devil, and continue Christ's 
faithful soldiers and servants unto our lives' end." 

As Christians " our profession is, to follow the example 
of our Saviottr Christ, and to be made like unto Him, 
that, as He died, and rose again for us, so. should we, who 
are baptized, die from sin, and rise again unto righteous- 
ness ; continually mortifying all our evil and corrupt affec- 
tions, and daily proceeding in aU virtue and godliness 
of living." 

But this easy and profitable Yoke, which binds us to our 
Blessed Lord, our enemies would have us break away 
from. They would have us rebel against constant restraint. 
They would lead our unrenewed natures to think unflinch- 
ing obedience irksome. They would stir up our natural 
wills to follow the way of the flesh. Temptations of every 
kind and variety are spread around us with unceasing craft 
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and skill. Our various tempers^ appetites^ and natural pas- 
sions are pressed upon with inducements to break through 
the holy bond with which we are bound to Christ. And 
as we seek to learn of our Lord Who was Meek and 
Lowly in heart, our enemies would stir up the pride of 
our unrenewed hearts. Meekness is what a proud world 
despises; lowliness it ridicules and would trample under 
foot. Our daily trial lies in the world : it is the field of 
our appointed strife. The enemy knows full well how to 
point its scorn so as to prove most wounding to the sensi- 
tive ; knows, too, how to shape its flattery so as to prove 
most seductive to the unwary. And not only so, he has 
his counterfeits also; a false meekness to be put on for 
worldly motives, a false . lowliness assumed to gain the 
favour of man. 

well it is for us that we are not left to ourselves in 
this most fearful and wearying strife I Our safety is of 
grace. If we heartily endeavour to abide in union with 
our Lord, His Strength shall be made perfect in our weak- 
ness : His Spirit shall work in us the same Mind and 
Will as there was in Him : and so we shall be meek and 
lowly not in appearance only, but also in heart ; and then 
shall we realise for ourselves the truth of His most precious 
assurance, " Ye shall find Rest unto your souls." 

For this promised "rest" is, to a great degree, to be 
enjoyed by the faithful Disciple of Christ even in this 
present life. Not that the outward conflict ceases until 
death. But the soul that is in full communion with its 
Lord becomes unafiected by outward strife. "In the 
world ye shall have tribulation," said the loving Saviour, 
" but in Mb, ye shall have peace :" and St. Paul, when 
surrounded by dangers, and threatened with death, ex- 
claimed, " none of these things move me.^ 



i> 



80 IUmI in CkriH, 



A ship safely anchored in a sheltered harbour is not dis- 
turbed by the winds and storms that agitate the open sea. 
And so with the sonl of the faithfol Disciple who fully 
abides in Chbispt. The din of earthly passions, the excite- 
ment of worldly pleasures, the tumult of worldly business, 
may rush on as an overwhelming tempest, but does not 
disturb the rest he has found beneath the Sheltering Wing 
of his dear Lord. His spiritual enemies, too, cannot hurt 
him there : for the Holt Spikit preserves him, and the 
Holy Angels have charge to keep him safe from harm. 
'^ Thoij wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed 
on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee." 

Have we tasted of the sweetness of the rest which the 
Lord Jesus gives to faithful souls? If so: surely our 
hearts must bum towards Him with very tender and grate- 
ful love ! 

But is it the case that many of us find our souls full 
often disquieted within as? Are our spirits wearied with 
strife? fretted with anxiety? feverish through excitement? 
restless because of the pressure of outward things? har- 
assed by reason of the temptations and trials that meet us 
in our daily life? If so; it is to be feared that we have 
not yielded our will wholly and altogether to our Lord's 
Will. There can be no safe rest for us until we have done 
tliis. We must learn of Him Who was Meek and Lowly 
in Heart before we can find rest for our souls. Yes : we 
must learn of Him : and as Man, the submission of His 
Will to God was full, perfect, and complete. As He 
passed through His earthly trials, temptations, and hard- 
ships, His Heart and Affections were ever lifted up above 
this world and fixed on His Father in Heaven : and this 
is the great lesson which, by grace, we are to learn. With 
unwavering faith we are to look beyond the sky. With 
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unchanging hope we are to anchor the affections of oar 
hearts upon our Father^s Throne. With unwearying love 
we are to abide in our Lord Who sitteth at the Right 
Hand of God. And^ then, what can move us 7 what can 
trouble us? what can disturb our rest? Not the afflictions 
of this present time, not the trials and troubles of this life ; 
for are they not allotted to us by a loving Father Whose 
Will we shall have learned to love and rejoice in ? Not the 
cares and anxieties of this world : for we shall have learned 
to cast all our care upon Him Who careth for us, and 
knoweth all our need — Not the slights and ridicule, the 
scorn and persecution of wicked and unreasonable men ; for 
we shall have learned to be meek and lowly in heart from 
Him Who endured the Cross, despising the shame — Not 
the remembrance of past sins : for by grace, we shall have 
repented truly, and our iniquities shall be remembered no 
more — Not the approach of death, for upon the faithful 
members of Christ death hath no power : it is to them but 
as the gate through which they pass to everlasting life. 

But will anything short of this entire self-surrender of 
our whole heart, affections and will, be sufficient ? O no ! 
for the very effort to keep back anything from our Lord 
would rob us of rest: would lay us open to the attacks of 
our enemies, and possibly bring about our final ruin. The 
faithful disciples are pledged to continually mortify all their 
" evil and corrupt affections.'' Their constant effort is to 
draw nearer and nearer unto their Lord ; to become daily 
more like unto Him, that He may gather them more en- 
tirely into Himself. So by every ordained means they 
endeavour to cherish the indwelling of His Holy Spirit 
in their hearts ; and where He fully abides no impure fancy 
can exist, no unclean thought can stay, no unlawful desire 
can live, no proud, vain, or angry thoughts and feelings can 
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be enteiiained. So they ''find rest" for their souls: rest, 
thoogh they dwell among them that are enemies auto peace ; 
rest, though their lot is cast amid scenes of tnmalt and 
strife : rest for their 90uU though toil and pain may affect 
their bodies. Yes : rest on the Bosom of Incarnate Loyb, 
Whose voice of pardoning Grace has stilled the accusing 
voice of conscience, hushed the tumult of conflicting emo- 
tions, and given that calm in which the soul advances in holi- 
ness and fitness for that eternal rest which remaineth for 
the people of God. that our souls may indeed enjoy this 
rest which the Lord Jesus gives; rest amid strife now, 
and perfect rest hereafter in that better world where sin 
never tempts, nor strife can ever enter. May it be always 
accounted by us as our greatest privilege and delight to 
wear that Yoke of Holy Obedience which binds faithful 
souls to the Well-beloved Son of God. May that Meek 
and Lowly life which for our sakes our Blessed Lord lived 
on earth, ^become more and more a Reality to us : more 
and more imitated by us, and so, by grace, made our own, 
and that, not only in great matters, but also in the common 
trials of our daily life. It is the principle of Obedience 
that we must possess, it must be the one, settled, living 
motive of our whole lives — " meek and lowly in heart'* — 
in iearl the seat of both the life and the affections. Then, 
in our degree, we shall be what our Lord was : the same, 
when alone, or surrounded by multitudes; when rejected 
by men or welcomed with shouts of joy ; when reposing 
with His Friends or encountering His Enemies : when 
ministered to by those who loved Him, or blasphemed, ri- 
diculed, mocked, scourged and crucified by those who hated 
Him. In all ways and at all times the Meek and Lowly 
One is to be our Example, and will be so if in our hearts 
we are really His. And if we are so, peace and rest shall 
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most assuredly be ours ; not only rest from sin ; rest from 
the heat and fever of worldly ambition and fleshly desires ; 
rest from the throbs- of temper and passion ; rest from dis- 
appointed pride and crossed self-will : but also rest in spite 
of the attacks of our spiritual enemies^ even rest and 
refreshment for our souls in Christ our Lord Who will 
not suffer us to fall away, nor allow any power, however 
mighty, to pluck us out of His Hand. And this rest 
shall be to us a precious pledge and earnest of that Best 
which awaits every faithful soul in the better life to come : 
when every conflict shall be ended, and the triumph of 
Christ, and of His Members in Him, shall, over every 
enemy, be perfect and eternal. 



SERMON XI. 
^iMuQ in our Ihicamate ILorti. 



Feast of St. Mark. 



ST. JOHN XV. 5. 

^* lam the Vine, ye a/re the hranche%: he that dbideth in Ms, 
and I in him, the same hringeth forth much fruit : for mth- 
out Me ye can do nothing^ 

'PJHE commemoration of the holy Evangelist St. Mark 
demands of us our very fervent thanksgivings to Al- 
mighty God. Por in the Holy Gospel he was inspired to 
write^ he appears to have been* particularly directed to set 
forth the Eeality of the Human Nature of our Blessed 
Lord in the most vivid manner. Tes : it is in the Holy 
Gospel of St. Mark that the Incarnate Son of God is espe- 
cially revealed as being made " like unto His Brethren/' in 
all things, sin only excepted, touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities, and experiencing all ih& pure emotions, and 
sympathies of our mortal nature. 

We behold the Divine Saviour moved with compassion 
and touched with tender pity, as He looks upon the cor- 
ruption and deformity which, through Satan's malice, sin 
had brought upon us. The leper's loathsome sores, speak- 
ing to His Omniscience of the inborn pollution of the sin- 
ner^s soul, caused His Heart's tender feelings to vibrate 
with compassion. The sight , of the blind eyes and the 
speechless tongue and the deaf ears, reminding Him of the 
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darkened and ignorant condition of the fallen spirit of 
man, wrang from His pitying Breast the compassionate 
Sigh. 

When, also, the Divine Saviour sought, by His 
mighty Miracles and Heavenly Teaching, to lead the highly 
favoured Israelites to believe in Him, such was their per- 
verseness — so great were their strivings against His Love 
— ^that we are told He was moved with righteous Anger 
against them, being grieved for the hardness of their hearts : 
yea, was partaker in the human a£Pection of astonishment, 
for *' He marvelled at their unbelief/' 

And, again, when the Divine Saviovb took little chil* 
dren ''in His Arms, put His Hands upon them and 
blessed them,'^ shewing great displeasure at those who 
would have kept them from Him, and when He looked 
upon the young man, who kneeled to Him in earnest en- 
quiry after the Way of Life, and loved him, we delight to 
perceive Him experiencing and shewing forth those kindly 
emotions and unselfish feelings, which are designated by 
the name of Love. 

Oh I a precious gift indeed it is, that we are thus enabled 
to gaze with reverent attention upon the Human features 
of the Son of God. But it is a most awful Mystery that 
God should thus have become Man. It is our blessed 
privilege, however, to rejoice with holy joy and thankful- 
ness in Its Beality: and to endeavour with the utmost 
diligence to embrace the eternal salvation It is calculated 
to accomplish for us. 

' Now we are assured that the Eternal Son of God took 
our human nature upon Him, that we, in and through 
Him, might become "partakers in the Divine Nature." 
" I am the Vine," saith He, " ye are the Branches : he 
that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth 
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macb fruit ; for without Me" — out of Me^ apart from Me^ 
severed from Me, — "ye can do nothing." 

This similitude proclaims to us at once the nearness in 
which we were brought to God at our new-birth in Holy 
Baptism: and, also, the conditions upon which alone we 
may be finally saved. 

The Yine and the Branches are of the same nature, the 
same sap flows throughout the whole Tree, rising from 
the Eoot and circulating through the stem and all the 
branches, and conveying life, and vigour, and fniitfalness 
to all. But if any of the Branches are severed from the 
stem the sap cannot reach them, and consequently they 
speedily wither and die. **I am the True Vine," saith 
our Blessed Lord, and "ye," — the faithful Disciples and 
true-hearted Christians — " are the Branches." 

Yes: indeed the Incarnate Son of God is the Living, 
Life-giving, Life-sustaining Vine, of a very Truth. Grafted 
into Him, Who is " the Boor and oflfspring of David," 
we become Members of His Body, and Branches partaking 
of the same Nature with Him. The Spirit that giveth 
life, issuing from Him, flows throughout the whole Body, 
bringing life, and health, and strength, to all the 
Branches, to every individual member of Christ: and 
large and spreading though the Tree may be, and very 
many in number the Branches, yet it is one and un- 
divided. Apart from Christ the Spirit cannot flow, 
and where the Spirit comes not, is death. '^As the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the 
vine, no more can ye," saith our Lord, " except ye abide 
in Me." 

It is plain, then, that our salvation depends upon our 
iibiding in union with our Saviour Jesus, the Incarnate 
Son of God. We must be living members and fruitful 
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branches^ continuing in, and united to Chkist the True 
Vine. 

Now '^ he that abideth in Him ought himself also so to 
walk even as He walked." "If ye keep My Command- 
ments ye shall abide in My Love, even as I have kept My 
Father's Commandments and abide in His Love." So, 
both in our outward life and in our inward affections, we 
are to be conformed to our Saviour Christ. It is for 
this that the example of His most holy Life is recorded in 
the Holy Gospels. St. Mark and the other Holy Evange- 
lists were inspired to place on record the sacred Features 
of the Spotless character of the Holy Jesus, that Chris- 
tians of all ages might have before their eyes the Pattern, 
to which they are, by God's Grace, to be conformed. They 
were inspired to reveal everything necessary to be known 
of the Human Life of the Son of God, that all men 
might behold the "Perfect Man" Who was subject to 
human emotions. Who was moved by human sympathies. 
Who was influenced by human affections, Who was proved 
by trials and temptations; yea, Who was in all things, 
save one, as His brethren and yet Who sinned not, but 
in all things was obedient to the Will of God the Father. 
He^ Who is our Lord and our God, left His Father's 
Bosom, and laid aside His Heavenly Glories, not only that 
He might become our Bansom and the Redeemer of our 
souls, but that He might become our Brother, the 
"First-born among many brethren," and as Such exhibit 
to us what God wills all His children to be. He left 
" us an Example that we should follow His Steps." 

We see, then, that our whole lives and characters are, 
as far as may be, to be faithful reflections of that of our 
Saviour Christ. The same Mind and Will as there 
was and is in Him, Who is our Divine Head, is to be 
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wioQgfat bjr Hu SnBiT in us His Mcmbefs. Hb, by 
His Grace, has deansed os that we may beeome fruitfiil 
branehes of Him» Who is not only the true Yihb bat also 
oar Tree of Live. He has qwken to as His Word ot 
Almighty Ghnace and Power, and that has qoidLened as. 
His most predoas Bumd-shkodihg has removed the 
sentence of condemnation nnder which we lay by natnie. 
His Holt Spiut has enabled as to bdieve ia Him and 
to cleave nnto Him, that we may abide in Hoi and He 
in OS, 80 that we may plentifully bring forth those fruits 
of holiness, which shall contribute to the glory of His 
Heavenly Father, and which He has chosen us to bear : 
and which also shall be a witness that we are His Members 
of a very truth. 

And as we thus endeavour to be fruitful branches of the 
True YiNE, let us ever bear in mind that we are altc^ther 
in the Hands of Almighty God; ''Mt Father is the 
Husbandman/' said our Blessed Lord; and ''every branch 
in Me that beareth fruit. He purgeth it that it may bring 
forth more fruif We must, then, by the Grace of the 
Holt Spirit, accept every discipline and dispensation 
with which it may please God to visit us, in the same 
spirit of loving submission and grateful obedience as our 
Divine Lord accepted everything that it was His Fa- 
ther's Will should come upon Him. The branches of 
a choice vine are watched with care, everything hurtful is 
removed from them. They are duly pruned, properly 
trained, and what is calculated to render them healthy, 
vigorous, and fruitful, is generously applied to them. And 
BO with ourselves as members of Christ the True Yine : 
** Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom He receiveth.'* He chastens us, not for 
His own '^pleasure," but "for our profit, that we may be 
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partakers of His holiness/' He would remove from ns 
everything that might corrupt or defile us. He would 
train us according to the Discipline of Hi8 Holy Will; 
^ He would apply to us^ and endue us with, all that is ne- 
cessary to promote our growth in grace, and fruitfulness in 
all good works. And well may we rejoice that His Blessed 
Will should be accomplished in us, for is He not our 
most loving Father? And is it not His most gracious 
purpose to conform us to the Image of His Son ? When 
He purges us to make us more fruitful, are we not thereby 
receiving tokens of His tender Love ? The pruning-knife 
of affliction or bereavement does but take away what would 
hinder us from wholly abiding in His dear Son. The 
searching, purifying Spirit of His Grace, whereby He 
lays bare our inmost hearts, and quickens our conscience 
to a knowledge of our real condition, are pledges to us 
that we are living members of His dear Son : and surely, 
a well-grounded assurance of this may well suffice us. For 
if we are indeed " one with Christ,'^ all that is good for 
us is ours, both in time and in eternity ; even the Love of 
God "which passeth knowledge*' is ours, for, saith our 
Lord, " as the Father hath loved Me, so have I loved 
you : continue ye in My Love. If ye keep My Command- 
ments, ye shall abide in My Love ; even as I have kept 
My Father's Commandments, and abide in His Love.'^ 

O may the All-pure, All-holy God enable us to perceive 
the awful nearness in which He hath brought us to Him- 
self by the Incarnation of His Only-begotten Son ! May 
He strengthen us to realize the close and endearing rela- 
tion to Himself into which He hath brought us, by our 
being engrafted into Him Who is the True Vine. May 
He continually purge us from everything that would en- 
danger our abiding in Him. May He restrain us with 
the Discipline of His Love when any temptation of the 
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Devil, the world, or the flesh, would seek to draw away 
our affections from Him. May He quicken us by any 
dispensation, however painful, to be fruitful in doing His 
Will and advancing in sanctificatiou. For better is it for 
us to suffer here, if suffering awakens us unto devoted 
obedience and fruitfulness, than to endure those eternal 
and fiery pains into which the withered, fruitless branches 
shall be cast. But even suffering is attended by refresh- 
ment, and trial is accompanied by rest, and tribulation is 
swallowed up of joy, to the faithful member of Christ. 
For if we, by the Grace of His Holy Spirit, wholly re- 
ceive Him, and yield up our wills wholly to keep His Say- 
ings, in us will be fulfilled His most precious promise, 
" My Joy shall remain in you, that your joy may be full.'' 

But does the thought strike us, how can we, weak and 
worthless as we are, possibly rise to such a state of exalted 
blessedness as this? Weak, we are, by -nature it is true, 
and worthless too, as stained by Adam's sin. But our state 
by Grace is quite changed. Christ, as we have already 
considered, hath both quickened us by His Spirit and 
cleansed us by His Blood, so that our natural weakness 
is exchanged for supernatural Strength, and our natural 
vileness as descendants of fallen Adam, is succeeded by our 
unspeakable preciousness as very members of the Second 
Adam, the Lord from Heaven, the Incarnate Son of God. 
And every strength we need, every blessing that we can 
desire, every good thing that we can wish for, is freely and 
fully secured to us, if only we steadfastly fix our wills to be 
faithful and obedient. For " if ye abide in Me,'' saith our 
Lord, " and My Sayings abide in you, ye shall ask what 
ye will, and it shall be done for you." 

may we be strengthened, then, never to allow any 
cloud of unbelief to hide from us the reality of our high 
and holy estate as branches of the True Yine, members of 
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that Onb Body, which is the Church of Christ, yea, 
which is Christ Himself. But rather let our prayers and 
praises constantly ascend to God upon the Eternal Throne, 
for in Christ " we have access," we may " draw near in 
full assurance of faith," for we " have received the Spirit 
of Adoption," and so are become Children of our Father 
in Heaven. 

And while our hearts thus daily and hourly rise in devo- 
tion to Almighty God, let us also, as frequently as we may, 
join with humble reverence and Gonly fear, in that highest 
Act of Christian worship and closest bond of Christian 
union, even the blessed Sacrament of the Body and Blood 
of our Saviour and our God. For if in Holy Baptism we 
were first cleansed and engrafted into Him, so truly in the 
Holy Communion may we obtain constant cleansing, and 
grace to abide continually in Him : " Whoso eateth My 
Flesh, and drinketh My Blood," saith He, " dwelleth 
in Me and I in him." Yes : we may thus partake of that 
purple Stream, which issued forth from the True Vine on 
Calvary, and so every impurity shall be washed away from 
us, and nothing shall prevent our being " One with Christ 
and Christ with us." The "Fruit" of the True Vine 
shall flow duly into us the living fruitful branches, making 
us more and more partakers of Him, Who is the Begin- 
ning and End of our being. And so, being changed from 
the image of the Earthly, to the Image of the Heavenly, we 
shall be strengthened that nothing in life or death may 
sever us from our Lord, but we shall be continually in- 
creasing in fruitfulness and advancing in fitness for that 
blessed Time, when the Heavenly Husbandman shall crown 
the True Vine, and all Its Branches, with that fulness of 
Joy, which surrounds the Throne of God. 



SEKMON Xn. 
^Personal Erugt in Ciiriat 



2 TIM. i. 12. 



^^ I know Whom I have believed, and am persuaded that Hs is 
able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against 
That Day." 

TN preparing for our everlasting Home, there are two 
-*■ points which it is especially necessary that we should 
attend to. 

The first is, that we regard ourselves as belonging to 
that great Family of which our Blessed Lord Himself is 
the Head ; and that, therefore, we have duties to fulfil in 
common with others. We are not independent beings : in 
many ways we depend upon others, and others depend upon 
us. In many interests, we are bound up with others and 
others are bound up with us. We are partakers in the 
same means of Grace, and sharers in the same Title to 
Bedemption and Salvation. In company with our brethren 
and fellow-members, we enjoy the Covenanted Presence of 
our Blessed Lord, and admission to the Holy Communion 
of His most precious Body and Blood, whereby "we 
dwell in Him and He in us," we are One with Him and 
He with us. 

The other point is this, that we must, each one of us, 
have a personal and individual faith and trust in our Blessed 
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LoBD and Saviour ; since without this^ we cannot abide 
in the communion and fellowship of the Churchy Which is 
His Body, in any saving manner. 

It is an example of this personal faith in Christ our 
Lord, which the holy Apostle gives us, when he says, 
'^I know Whom I have believed, and am persuaded that 
He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him 
against that day. 

O truly these words do indeed express a most complete 
and unhesitating faith and trust ! Our Blessed Lord had 
revealed Himself to St. Paul in His marvellous Grace and 
Love; and St. Paul had been strengthened to embrace 
Him and cleave unto Him. Fully and unreservedly he 
had committed himself to Him, seeking in all things to do 
or suffer His Will. With all the powers of his renewed 
being he strove to serve Him, and to love Him. And so 
the Holy Spirit enlightened his understanding and im- 
parted the "Light and Fire of Love" to his heart, so that 
he could say " I know Whom I have believed," O most 
blessed, most saving knowledge ! in comparison with which 
the holy Apostle counted all his great learning, and vast 
attainments, even as nothing. 

The Divine Object of his faith was ever before the eye 
of his redeemed soul as a Blessed Beality, even Jesus^ 
the Incarnate Son of God, "Who loved me," he says, 
" and gave Himself for me." 

He had known His Power, even the Strength of His 
Almighty Grace, which had changed him from a fierce per- 
secutor of the Church into a most devoted Apostle of the 
Faith. 

He had deeply known His Love. The mighty mysteries 
of Redeeming Love had been unfolded to him to a degree 
almost beyond that vouchsafed to any other of the sous of 
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men. The delights of Paradise, and the Joys of Heavenly 
Visions, had been shewn to his enraptured spirit. The 
messages of Divine Love had oftentimes fired his tongue 
with burning eloquence, and inspired his pen to write reve- 
lations of awful blessedness. 

And he had known the Power and the Love of his Lord, 
as he had been borne up, and sustained amidst trials the 
most tremendous, labours the most unwearied, travels the 
most difficult, perils the most fearful, and opposition the 
most determined. He had been enabled to triumph over 
the enmity and persecution of wicked men, and evil spirits 
combined : and to bring very many immortal souls '^ from 
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to the king- 
dom of God/' He had been brought in safety through 
sufferings and sorrows, hardships and poverty. He had 
been scorned and put to shame. But all this had but 
served to increase his stedfast faith and trust in that Al- 
mighty Lord Who had been with him all the while ; yes, 
what he had been enabled to do, and to suffer, and to pass 
through, gave him increased experience in His Divine 
Power and Love ; so that when the awful future was draw- 
ing near, life coming to an end, martyrdom threatening, and 
the Day of Judgment to be endured, he could with humble 
confidence assert '' I know Whom I have believed.'^ And 
so peace filled his heart, and joy refreshed his spirit, as he 
patiently awaited the summons which should bid him enter 
into his eternal rest. Por he had committed his soul into 
the hands of his Almighty Lord, Who had redeemed it by 
His Death, and washed and cleansed it with His most pre- 
cious Blood. It was safe in His Keeping. No powers 
of evil could harm it. In the world of spirits it would be 
" present with the Lord,'' and no evil spirits could pluck 
it out of His Hand. And so it should abide in joy and 
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felicity until " That Day," that Awful Day— the Day of 
Doom — when " the Lord, the Righteous Judgb/^ should 
give to His faithful servant the " Crown of Righteousness," 
and not to him only, ''but unto all them also that love 
His Appearing." 

After such a noble example as this, it is well that we 
should, each one of us, ask ourselves, how far we can with 
truth say, " I know Whom I have believed," and whether 
we have, fully, and unreservedly, and confidingly, com- 
mitted our souls to Him Who Alone can keep them safely 
both for time and eternity ? 

Called with a Holy Calling, and admitted to the fellow- 
ship of Christ's Holy Church, a great deal more is re- 
quired of us than mere morality, or good nature, or out- 
ward propriety ; for even those who have never heard of our 
Blessed Lord have attained unto such a standard as this. 

We, who have been made partakers of Divine Grace and 
placed in a state of salvation, must indeed strive to know 
Christ Jesus as Incarnate God, and our Only Saviour : 
Who saves us from our sins : and Who delivers us from 
the wrath to come. We must seek to know Him per- 
fectly as the Divine Head of the Body of which we are 
the members. We must endeavour to have a personal and 
individual experience in His Work of Power and Love. 

" I know Whom I have believed," must be the expres- 
sion oipast experience, and the foundation of future con- 
fidence and trust. 

I know Him, " Who is the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life." I know Him Who although He is perfect God, 
yet for my sake became perfect Man, Who took our 
Human Nature upon Him, ''and that without spot of 
sin," that He might make me " clean from all sin :" 
Who for me fulfilled the Holy Law of God, that He 
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might work out for me perfect righteousness: Who for 
me died upon the Cross, that Hb might make atonement 
for my sins : Who for me rose from the dead, that Hb 
might make me a partaker of His own Immortality: 
Who for me ascended into heaven, that Hb might prepare 
for me, in the Presence of God, an everlasting Home: 
Who for me sent down God the Holt Ghost to regene- 
rate, to quicken^ to guide, to comfort, and to sanctify me, 
and to prepare me for His eternal Kingdom and Glory. 

I know Him, Who is '^ the same, yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever :" Who is touched with the feeling of my infirmi- 
ties : Who ever liveth to make intercession for me : Who 
leaves me not comfortless, but cometh unto me : Who in 
all my afflictions, is afflicted : and Who is the Food and 
Life of my souL 

O if, by grace, we have such experience as this, well 
may we look forward in loving faith and confiding trust to 
the protection and salvation which our Blessed Lord is 
willing to accomplish and perfect for our souls. Then we 
also may say, with the holy Apostle, I *' am persuaded that 
He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him 
JEigainst That Day.^' 

With ever-increasing earnestness, then, let us endeavour 
to " grow in grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ/' If any of us are bound 
by our sins, or if the souls of any of us are held back from 
our Lord by some unholy habit, or overweening earthly 
afiection or desire, let us at once heartily repent of the evil, 
put from lis the forbidden thing, and, with all our hearts 
beseech the Almighty Savigub to make Himself known 
to us in His saving Power, releasing us from our chains, 
and causing our souls to rejoice in devoted obedience to 
Him ** Whose Service is perfect freedom." 
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Or if, again, any clouds of sorrow, or difficulty, or dis- 
appointment, have hidden our Blessed Lord from the souls 
of any of us : let us lose no time in fervently praying to 
Him that He will make Himsklf known to us in His 
Almighty Love: strengthening our faith to cleave to 
Him Alone, and in all things to love and rejoice in His 
blessed Will. 

For, indeed, it would be very grievous to suffer anything 
to rob us of a well-grounded trust in our most loving 
Saviour. Bitter would be our life now, if we might not 
have the blessed persuasion that our souls were in the safe 
keeping of our Almighty Lord. " That Day " is approach- 
ing. In That Day we must stand before the Judgment 
Seat. In That Dav, the secrets of our hearts shall be laid 
open, and we must give an account of ourselves to God. 
In That Day, every one shall be judged according to the 
deeds done in the body; "every man according to his 
works." In That Day, Heaven and Earth shall pass 
away : and guilty sinners will in vain call upon the rocks 
to hide them, and the mountains to cover them from the 
wrath of a slighted Saviour, and a rejected God ! 

Aye: each one of us must be present at that Day of 
Doom. And as we stand before the heart-searching Judge, 
as we have to receive our own sentence, as we are in the 
midst of all the terrors and the Wonders, what shall we 
do, if we are strangers to the Lord Jesus? if our souls 
have not been wholly and unreservedly committed to His 
Safe-keeping ? 

O, awful indeed is the Yision which the mention of 
"That Day" calls up before our minds. Let it not ever 
be forgotten. But let "That Day" be carefully prepared 
for, day by day, now. In the midst of all the temptations 
of the world, the flesh, and the devil ; amongst all the dis- 

H 
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tractions, and cares, and sorrows of every-day life, be it 
ours to commit the keeping of our souls to Him in well- 
doing, as unto Him Who has bought them with His most 
precious Blood, and is willing to crown them with His 
glory at the Last Great Day. 

Let our prayers be the real outpouring of our whole 
heart through our Blessed Lord in loving confidence to 
our Father in Heaven. Let our holy meditations, and 
study of God's most holy Word, bring us through the 
Grace of the Holy Spirit to a greater Knowledge of what 
our Lord has done, and is willing to do for our souls. 
Let the daily course of our lives make it plain that the 
Lord is known to us in very truth. And as often as we 
may, let us with hearty repentance, and true faith, draw 
near to Him in the Holy Communion of His most precious 
Body and Blood, that He may make Himself known to 
us " in the Breaking of the Bread." 

Thus let us, in deepest humility, and humble, confiding 
love, prove the unspeakable preciousness of being able to 
say with truth, " I knovir Whom I have believed : and am 
persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have com- 
mitted unto Him against That Day." 

And having this personal and individual faith and trust 
in Christ our Lord in this life; when "That Day" shall 
come, we shall be able to "lift up our heads" with joy, 
because our " Eedemption draweth nigh." 



SEBMON Xin. 
Cijrtstian Consistencg* 



PHIL. i. 27. 

** Let yowr conversation he as it hecometh the 
Gospel of Christ,^^ 

AUR present condition is one of temptation and trial. 
We have, however, if we continue faithful, the pros- 
pect of a most glorious Reward. For, " blessed is the 
man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he 
shall receive the Crown of Life, which the Lord hath pro- 
mised to them that love Him/' 

Now in our calmer moments, and at our times of re- 
ligious thoughtfulness, we are persuaded of the truth of 
this. But, too often, in the midst of our difficulties and 
the distractions of worldly matters, we forget, or act as if 
we forgot it. And so we lay ourselves open to the charge 
of being inconsistent; that our lives do not correspond 
with our religious profession. And this must, of neces- 
sity, have a very injurious eflfect both upon others as well 
as ourselves. 

We should, then, most earnestly bear in mind at all 
times the most important exhortation, "let your conver- 
sation be as it becometh the Gospel of Christ." Tor the 
Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ has been 
revealed to us for the very purpose that, by the Power of 
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the Holt Spibit^ it may mould and fashion and change 
oar lives and characters^ our tempers and dispositions^ oar 
words and actions^ into conformity with its holy rales and 
precepts. It makes known to ns the relation in which we 
stand to Almighty God in His Kingdom of Grace ; how 
that we are, in His Incarnate Son, the very adopted sons 
of His Lore. It unfolds to us His exceeding great and 
precious promises. It reveals to us the helps and assist- 
ances which He has ordained to enable us to be conformed 
to the Likeness of His Well-beloved Son, and so be pre- 
pared for a place with Him in His Kingdom of Glory. 

We cannot, then, be too watchful. We cannot be too 
much on our guard against being distracted by worldly 
things. We cannot be too constant in restraining our 
temper and passions. And, above all, we cannot have 
too deeply impressed upon our minds, that in the Life of 
our Blessed Lord on earth, we have an Example of the 
most perfect fulfilment of every precept and every com- 
mand of the Holy Gospel. All His Words and actions 
were remarkable for their most complete consistency. Ha 
not only revealed the Will of God in word : He also ful- 
filled it in very deed. In early life. He increased "in 
favour with God and man ;*' and in the prime of manhood, 
the Voice of God the Father was heard from Heaven, 
saying, " This is My Beloved Son, in Whom I am well 
pleased.** 

Well, then, may we, every morning of our lives, lift up 
our hearts to our Heavenly Father with the earnest prayer 
that He will endue us with the like Spirit with His Well- 
beloved Son, that in all things, and at all times, we may 
follow His Holy Example, and do all that He has com- 
manded. And if, throughout each day, we faithfully en- 
deavour, by the Grace of the Holy Ghost, to order all 
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our thoughts^ words^ and actions agreeably to this prayer^ 
then, in very truth, shall we obey the precept, " Let your 
conversation be as it becometh the Gospel of Christ." 

As members of Christ, let us ever look unto our Divine 
Head, and learn of Him, and seek, day by day, to become 
more and more like unto Him. Pass we through this life 
as He did. His Temptations and Trials, His Sorrows and 
Sufferings, were greater than tongue can tell; and yet no 
words of complaint or murmuring ever escaped from His 
Sacred Lips. Opposition and Contradiction were His con- 
tinual lot; and yet no bitterness or irritation were seen in 
His Conduct. Palse accusation and misconstruction: the 
malice of enemies and the unkindness of friends : persecu- 
tion from those whom He sought to bless, and rejection 
by those whom He longed to save : all this formed a part 
of the load of grief which He daily had to bear. And 
although, in the perfection of His Human Nature, He 
felt these things more acutely than we can do, yet with 
unwearying patience and meekness He endured them all. 
lu Him, patience, of a truth, had its perfect work : Humi- 
lity, without a shadow of a blemish, crowned His whole 
Life with inexpressible sweetness and glory : while Love, 
stronger than death, more unselfish than can be conceived, 
bore witness that He was indeed the Son of God. As we 
reverently and prayerfully look upon the Features of His 
Sacred Character, recorded in the Holy Gospels, we behold 
Consistency of the highest, holiest, and most perfect kind. 
The Father's Will was the moving principle of His ac- 
tions : and His Life was the expression of that Will. In 
the Temple, He was about His Father's Business, while 
yet a Child; and afterwards. His Meat was to do the 
Will of Him Who sent Him, and to finish His Work; 
and at the end. He could say, " I have glorified Thee on 
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the earth : I have finished the Work which Thou gavest 
Mb to do." 

that the like consistency might be seen in us ! O that 
our characters thus embodied the doctrine of the Holy 
Gospel. O that thus, in our degree, we set forth in our 
daily lives the awful, yet blessed truth, that we are the 
sons of God ! For this is what our Baptism requires of us. 
For this very purpose have we been born anew of the Holy 
Spirit, and placed in a state of grace. In the strength 
of the Holy Spirit and by the power of Divine Grace, 
we are to overcome the evil of our old state by nature ; to 
resist the temptations which beset us, and to be found 
faithful to God in all the trials which His unerring Wis- 
dom may see fit to send or allow to come upon us. 

The Obedience of Christ, then : the Humility of 
Christ : the Patience, the Meekness and Gentleness 
of Christ, are both to be set forth in us, and by us 
continually. 

The Father's Will must be good and right; it would 
be inconsistent to murmur at it. By the Grace of the 
Holy Spirit our hearts must wholly yield to it, and then 
our tongues shall not utter words of complaint By the 
Power of Divine Grace, our hearts must be wholly given 
to our Heavenly Father, and then the tempers and pas- 
sions and desires of our old nature shall lose their power 
of hindering us from ordering our conversation " as it be- 
cometh the Gospel" of His dear Son. The Gospel Pro- 
mises, and the Gospel Remedies are ours, if our wills are 
stedfastly set to yield the Obedience which the Gospel 
enjoins. 

It is true that we are encompassed with infirmities, 
surrounded by temptations, difficulties, trials, dangers. 
From without and from within; from ourselves and from 
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others; from friends and foes^ we are continually liable 
to be betrayed into the inconsistency of sin against our 
Heavenly Father, by acting contrary to His Holy Will, 
and in a manner unbecoming His Children. But we 
must constantly endeavour to realize His Gracious Pro- 
mise, ^'Mt Grace is sufficient for thee:^' and we must 
never forget that our Blessed Lord has passed on before 
us. Through all these trials. He has marked out our 
way, and shewn us Iww to overcome, and how to per- 
severe. Why, then, should angry or bitter words ever 
find a place on our tongues? Why should temper ever 
disfigure our countenance, or passions, with their unholy 
emotions, agitate our breasts? We are tempted? Yes: 
but so was our Blessed Lord, and He overcame, " leaving 
us an example that we should follow His Steps.^' 

Or why, again, should we be impatient under suffering ; 
or hasty or petulant when things go on differently from 
our wishes ; or lifted up with self-satisfac);ion when things 
seem to prosper with us ; or vexed, or gloomy, or sullen, 
when disappointment is our portion? We are tempted? 
True: but the Holy Gospel tells us of One Who was 
faithful under all these trials in their most aggravated 
forms : and so we are called upon to let our " conversation 
be as it becometh the Gospel of Christ.^^ 

Or why, again, should we be self-seeking, and self- 
indulgent, or unkind and uncharitable, unforgiving and 
unmerciful, or slothful and unmindful of the wants of 
others? Or uncourteous and uncivil in our manners? 
We are tempted ? Yes : but this is no new or strange 
thing, and by the Grace of God we are to do as our 
faithful fellow-Christians have done, and that is, to imi- 
tate " the Meekness and Gentleness of Christ,^' and to 
be followers of Him '' Who went about doing good.'' 
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We must not be daanted by the temptations and diffi- 
culties in the midst of which we find ourselves. We 
must not plead our weakness as an excuse for the in- 
consistencies which mark our failures in duty or trans- 
gressions against God and man. No, wherein we err: 
whereby we afford an opportunity to the adversary to 
speak reproachfully : or wherein, from our lives being 
different from our Christian profession, we have given 
"occasion to the enemies of God to blaspheme," let us 
at once humbly, heartily, and bitterly repent, and seek, by 
the help of the Holy Spirit, to amend our ways most 
thoroughly. Nor may our past failures be allowed to 
discourage us. Bear we in mind how unspeakably pre- 
cious we are in the sight of our Heavenly Father. 
Remember we how full and perfect is the sympathy 
with us of our Blessed Lord, if we seek with all our hearts 
to cleave unto Him. Our difficulties and trials of every 
kind are fully known to Him, our temperaments, our weak- 
ness, our circumstances, all are before Him, and if we will 
do our best He will not fail to bring us safely through. 
Aye : every want of the human heart, every longing de- 
sire, every craving of the affections, every hope, and every 
disappointment, every secret woe, every suffering, every 
throb of pain, every feeling of anguish or weariness, every 
dryness of spirit, coldness of heart, when the force of de- 
votion seems quenched and prayer well-nigh impossible, 
when heaven seems far away, and the Love of God the 
Father forfeited ; even these trials our Almighty and All- 
loving Lord knows most perfectly, and compassionates us 
most fully. Therefore we must confide in Him, resign 
our wills and affections to Him, leave ourselves in His 
gracious Hands. And so all shall be well. He will not 
leave us nor forsake us : He will not suffer us to be over- 
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come. He will not let us fall away from Him. He will 
strengthen us, that we shall not in thought, word, or deed 
deny Him, but before angels and men confess Him, and 
order our conversation '' as it becometh the Gospel of 
Christ." 

And as life advances we must endeavour to be found 
more and more faithful. There can be no standing still 
in the Christian course. The Gospel doctrines lead the 
true Disciples on unto perfection. Our Lord in going 
before, " stedfastlj set His Face to go to Jerusalem :*' and 
one of those who was strengthened most devotedly to follow 
in His steps declares, ^Uhis one thing I do: forgetting 
those things that are behind, and reaching forth to those 
things that are before, I press towards the mark, for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." We 
must not content ourselves with remaining as we are. 
For if we are not increasing in devotion, advancing in holi- 
ness, becoming more fruitful in the works of righteousness, 
and approaching nearer and nearer to the Example and 
Likeness of our Blessed Lord, we are surely not obeying 
the precept which bids us, let our ^* conversation be as it 
becometh the Gospel of Christ." 

Notwithstanding all our infirmities and all our difficul- 
ties, by the Power of the Almighty Spirit, we must en- 
deavour, day by day, to press onwards. One step gained, 
must lead to the effort to make another. One holy habit 
formed, must be followed by further efforts towards holi- 
ness. Strength gained, prayers granted, humility deepened, 
patience enlarged, obedience made more delightful and per- 
fect, must encourage us to increase and abound more and 
more in devotion to our Heavenly Father and love to 
our Lord and Saviour. Then, of a truth, our Christian 
Consistency shall mark us out as followers of the Lamb 
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and children of Almighty God. The promises of the Gos- 
pel of Christ shall be ours to rejoice in now ; to comfort 
us in times of sorrow^ to gladden us in times of prosperity, 
to encourage us in times of difficulty, to guide us in times 
of temptation, and to light up our passage out of this 
mortal life with heavenly brightness; assuring to us an 
eternal home with Christ our Lord, where He reigns in 
glory. 



SEEMON XIV. 
Cijristian ai&ilttg* 



Feast of St. James. 



ST. MATT. XX. 22. 

" Are ye able to drink of the Cup that I shall drink of, and to 
he baptized with the Baptism that I am baptized with ? They 
say unto Sim, We are able^ 

THE Holy Apostle, St. James, was the first of the Twelve 
-^ who sealed his testimony with his blood. 

He was one of the three Disciples who were admitted to 
the closest intimacy with their Lord ; and this, especially 
his being chosen to witness his Lord's Glory on the Mount 
of Transfiguration, most probably led to the request men- 
tioned in the Holy Gospel for to-day. 

St. James and his brother St. John would enjoy the seats 
of honour nearest their Lord in His Eangdom. But He 
tells them, "Ye know not what ye ask." As yet they 
knew not the real nature of His Kingdom. They knew 
not that it was by shame and sorrow, by Agony and Death, 
that the Lord would purchase unto Himself that King- 
dom : and, that they who would be nearest to Him in His 
Heavenly Glory, must be most like Him in His earthly 
trials and temptations. "Are ye able,'' He asks, "to 
drink of the Cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized 
with the Baptism that I am baptized with : they say unto 
Him, We are able," 
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And here^ again^ they knew not what they said. But 
they loved their Lord most devotedly, and thought they 
could endure anything with Him, could bear any suffering 
or trial, so only they might be near Him. 

Their Lord takes them at their word and enables them 
to fulfil it. They shrank not from their pledge, however 
little they understood it at the time they made it. God 
the Holy Ghost, when He came upon them, not only 
revealed to them what they were to suflFer for and with 
their Lord: He also gave them strength to be found 
faithful. 

For when St. James had been engaged for about ten 
years in accomplishing the work His divine Master had 
given him to do, the sword of wicked Herod gave him the 
crown of martyrdom and admitted him to the more especial 
presence of the Lord he loved so ardently. While his 
brother, St. John, had to wait and toil for many a long 
and painful year, until his Lord came and called him 
home. Neither the cruelty of men nor the malice of devils 
could harm the beloved Disciple. His Cup of suffering 
was the patient endurance of the burden of the cross even 
to extreme old age: watching, praying, preaching, till 
feebleness and weakness of body prevented him : suffering 
and sorrowing as he strove until death to gather the wan- 
dering sheep into the Fold of the Good Shepherd Who 
had purchased them with His own Blood. 

Now we have not, like St. James and St. John, asked of 
our Blessed Lord the very chief seats of dignity and honour 
in His Kingdom. But we desire of Him a place among 
the "many mansions" He has ascended "to prepare" for 
His Chosen in the House of His Father. And do we 
not wish to be near to Him there? Yes: and the more 
truly and devotedly we love Him, so shall we long that 
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the nearer our place shall be to Him in His Heavenly 
Kingdom. 

Well, then : are we able to drink of His Cup^ and to 
be baptized with the Baptism wherewith He was baptized? 
Do we shrink from the preparation and discipline which is 
necessary to fit us for the more especial presence of our 
Lord? He drank deeply of the cup of suffering. Hb 
was baptized with the Baptism of Blood. Are we ready^ 
in our degree, to follow Him P to suffer patiently the ills 
aUotted to us ? to deny the flesh ? to mortify our wills and 
earthly affections, and faithfully bear our appointed cross ? 
Blessed be God I we can say with St. James, " We are 
able." Not, indeed, that we have any strength or power 
of ourselves : but that our Almighty Lord will enable us, 
if our wills are wholly given up to Him. 

But is it not the fact, that our chief difficulty lies in 
thus giving up our wills wholly to our Lord ? Few really 
love the cross, few are thankful for the Cup of suffering. 
Not many rejoice in tribulation. No : in human weakness 
we would have all smooth and easy, all bright and pros- 
perous. We would have the waves of this troublesome 
world calmed for us, so that we might without difficulty 
reach "the haven where we would be." We would have 
the crown of glory without bearing the cross of suffering. 
We would enjoy the palm of victory without fighting the 
" good fight of faith.'* And why is this ? Because, in our 
fallen nature, we are inclined to love ourselves better than 
our most loving Lord. But His Grace is sufficient for 
us: for His "strength is made perfect in weakness.'' 
" I can do all things," said the devoted, suffering, labo- 
rious Apostolic Martyr, "through Christ Who strength- 
eneth me." 

Let us, then, by OoL^a Cfrace, surrender our wills wholly 
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and unreservedly to our Blessed Lord. Let us use the 
strength^ which He is willing to impart to us, in putting 
away everything which may hinder us from devotedly fol- 
lowing Him. St. James gave up all for Christ : and He 
became at last what Christ would have him be. Earthlv 
tempers, worldly desires, by degrees, died out in him. He 
learned "the meekness and gentleness of Christ." He 
was made a partaker of the patient obedience of the Son 
of God. And, having suffered with his Lord for a little 
while in His Humiliation, he shall reign with Him for 
ever in His glory. 

And Chbist our Lord is willing to do the same for us, 
in our degree, as He did for St. James. If we obey His 
Call, "Follow Me," and endeavour by His Grace to tread 
in His Steps, He will at length change us poor sinners of 
the earth into saints in Heaven. And is not His Cross 
the chosen instrument of accomplishing this blessed change? 
" Learn of Me," saith the Crucified One. " Take My 
Yoke upon you," saith He, Who carried the Cross to 
Calvary that He might win for us thereby crowns of ever- 
lasting Glory. The Cross is the emblem of suffering ; 
that Cup "may not pass away" except it be drank: but 
it is also the pledge of victory, since by His Sufferings our 
Almighty Saviour was made perfect : " and being made 
perfect. He became the Author of eternal salvation unto 
all them that obey Him." 

how different does this world appear when viewed by 
the light which falls from tlie Cross of Christ ! How 
different do our trials and difficulties seem, when by grace 
we are enabled to draw near our Blessed Lord. The world 
is our place of discipline and trial : not a place where we 
shall have our own way, and find our own pleasure. Day 
by day our patience will be tried, and our perseverance put 
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to the test. Opposition and contradiction are our portion. 
The perverseness of men, and the hate of evil spirits will 
continually interrupt us. Our Blessed Lobd's pathway on 
earth lay through such troubles as these : His Saints fol- 
lowed His Steps : if we are His indeed, we must do the 
same. And besides; infirmities of the body and anguish 
of the mind often form a large portion of the cup which 
we have to drink : not only the sharp pain of severe illness, 
from which we soon recover, but sometimes the long, wear- 
ing weakness and weariness of years of feeble health. How- 
ever, as our trial is, so our strength may be, if we will. 
Whatever our cross, " we are able/* through the grace of 
Christ, to bear it. 

0, then, let us see to it that our wills are really set to 
obey our Lord. Then shall we be enabled to rejoice even 
in tribulation; for the Cross of Christ shall make our 
crosses light, shall sweeten our sorrows, shall soften our 
hardships, shall enable us to endure unto the end, and to 
be found faithful unto death. 

Let us strive more and more earnestly that the Cross 
of our dearest Lord may be to us more and more a Reality ^ 
which does indeed influence our whole lives, regulating and 
controlling the thoughts, words, and actions, every day and 
every hour. In order to accomplish this, let us regularly 
turn to our most loving Saviour; and, in deepest reve- 
rence, adore Him for His unspeakable mercy towards us. 

As often as we may, let us seek our Blessed Lord in 
the Holy Sacrament of His most precious Body and 
Blood, that we may remember and plead before God that 
Awful Sacrifice which He made for us upon the Cross. 
Be we careful to draw near always duly prepared by re- 
pentance, faith, and charity. And let us bear in mind 
afterwards where we have been, what we have been doing. 
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and Whom we have received within us. So may we the 
more largely be made partakers of the benefits which onr 
Lord hath procured for us, and be enabled to offer up 
ourselves, our souls and bodies, a reasonable, holy, and 
lively sacrifice unto God. 

On the Friday in every week, let the voice from Calvary 
call us to increased watchfulness and self-denial. Let the 
remembrance of the Cross and Passion, the Agony and 
Death, of our most loving Lobd deepen our repentance, 
and quicken our love and gratitude towards Him. 

And every day % at the third hour, or nine o'clock in 
the morning, we may call to mind our Blessed Saviour's 
being condemned to death for our sins, and by His Pas- 
sion procuring for us the Gift of God the Holt Ghost 
Whom He afterwards sent down upon His people : and 
with thankful hearts we may fervently pray, Thou, Who 
by Thy Cross and Passion hast purchased for us the Gifts 
and Graces of the Holy Spirit, and didst at this hour 
send Him down upon Thy Chosen, we beseech Thee, leave 
us not destitute of His gracious Influences, nor yet of Thy 
Grace to use Them always to Thy Glory, Who livest and 
reignest with the Pather and the Same Spirit, One God, 
world without end. 

At the sixth hour, or noon-day, we may by faith gaze 
upon our Blessed Lord extended upon the Cross ; wounded, 
bleeding, athirst, sufl*eriiig, and may with grateful awe pray 
to Him : Thou Who, as at this hour, didst hang upon 
the accursed Tree for us, grant that we, being crucified 
unto the world and dead indeed unto sin, may evermore 
live unto Thee in holiness, devotion, and purity of life. 

At the ninth hour, or three o'clock in the afternoon, 
we may with eye of reverent faith behold our most loving 

• Vide "A Pocket Manual of Prayera.** 
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Lord as with a torn Body^ and a broken Heart Hb shews 
forth His unquenchable Love for us. And as we listen 
to His expiring cry, and behold Him meekly bow His 
Head in death for our salvation, we may lift up our hearts 
to HiM in earnest prayer, — Thou Who for us sinners 
and for our sins didst taste death, mortify and kill in us 
whatsoever is contrary to Thy Blessed Will, and save us. 

In the evening, or six o'clock, we may remember our 
Lord's being taken down from the Cross and laid in the 
Grave, and also, in remembrance of His Death, appointing 
the Holy Communion of His most precious Body and 
Blood : and we may humbly pray, " O Thou, Who in 
the evening didst institute the Mysteries of Thy most 
precious Body and Blood, and after Thy Death, wast laid 
in the sepulchre, grant that our sins being buried with 
Thee in Baptism, we may daily rise to newness of life, 
and be worthy partakers of Thy Holy Mysteries." 

When the darkness of night comes on, we may call to 
mind how our Almighty Lord lay in Joseph's Tomb, sanc- 
tifying the grave as a quiet resting-place for every one of 
His faithful people ; and may lift up our hearts to God : 
*' Grant, O Lord, that as we are baptized into the death of 
Thy Blessed Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, so by con- 
tinually mortifying our corrupt affections we may be buried 
with HiK ; and that through the grave and gate of death, 
we may pass to our joyful resurrection; for His Merits 
Who died, and was buried, and rose again for us, Thy 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord." 

While early in the morning, as we open our eyes, we 
may thankfully remember the crowning Work of our re- 
demption, Christ our Lord rising from the Grave, and 
call upon Him, — Merciful Lord give us grace to awake and 
arise from the deatE of sin and sleep of sloth unto the life 

I 
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of righteousness^ and grant that through Thee we may 
attain unto the Light of Everlasting Life. 

If onr LoBD is thas constantly in our hearts and minds^ 
we shall indeed find that " we are able" to drink of His Cup, 
and, if called upon, to be baptized with His Baptism of 
Blood. His love for us will produce in us the deepest 
affection for Him. As we gaze by faith upon those nail- 
pierced Hands held out to embrace us ; that sacred Head, 
with its Temples encircled with rankling thorns, thinking 
of us \ that loving Heart, yearning for our salvation, yet 
broken by our sins ; that look of unspeakable Love, bent 
upon us from the Cross ; surely we shall feel that no devo- 
tion that we can shew is a sufficient return to Him, Who 
endured for us and from us such Agony and Woe ! Surely 
we shall feel that no suffering can be too painful, no con- 
tradiction too great, no hardships too oppressive, and no 
trial too prolonged, so only we may prove our stedfast faith 
in Him, our entire obedience to Him, and our blessed fel- 
lowship with Him 1 Yes : and we shall strive most earn- 
estly that we may never do, or say, or think anything that 
may grieve Him, Who loveth us so well. But by a patient, 
obedient, humble and holy life, adorned with meekness and 
gentleness, unruffled by temper, uncorrupted by selfishness 
or sloth, unembittered by murmuring or repining, returning 
good for evil, and being faithful and persevering under all 
discouragements, we shall seek that He may see in us '^ of 
the travail of His Soul and be satisfied.*' 

So following the Steps of our Divine Lord, and, by 
His Grace, becoming in our degree, like unto Him, He 
shall in His own. good time receive us to the place pre- 
pared for us in His Heavenly Kingdom. 



SEKMON XV. 
Efie Suftlruing of our ILotoer Nature* 



Septnagesima. 



1 COK. ix. 27. 
*^ I keep under my lody^ and bring it into attbjection" 

THHE Season of Christmas has once more passed away. 
-*■ We have again commemorated the Epiphany of that 
Blessed Lobd^ Who came "to be a Light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and to be the Glory of His People Israel.*' We 
have once more dwelt upon the Manifestations of His 
Wisdom and His Power, whereby He shewed forth Him- 
self to be the Son of God, and invited all mankind to 
believe in Him as the promised Saviour of the world. 

And now, our minds are led on towards Easter, when 
we thankfully keep in memory the Awful Strife and glo- 
rious Victory whereby our Blessed Lord overcame all our 
enemies, and accomplished our salvation. 

But in order that we may be duly sensible of the neces- 
sity of what our Incarnate Lord has done, and how utterly 
lost we must be if we are not partakers of its saving 
benefits, we are called upon to consider — 

I. In the Jirst place, the state in which our human na- 
ture was created in the beginning. 

II. In the second, the lost condition into which it was 
brought by the fall of our first parents. 
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111. Then^ the restoration of our nature^ which is ne- 
cessary before we can be saved. 

lY. And in the last place^ the state of conflict and pro- 
bation, whereby, through the Grace of God, our perfect 
and final restoration is effected. 

I. Yery noble and very exalted was the human nature at 
the first : '' Let us make man in cub Image, after cub 
Likeness/^ was the resolve of the Holy Trinity; and so 
man was created '^in the Image of God,^^ and dominion 
was given to him over all below. 

And while man continued in his '' first estate,'' the Gar- 
den of Eden was his happy dwelling-place. He was inno- 
cent, for he had no knowledge, even of evil. He was 
blessed, for he held unreserved communion with God. He 
was happy, for all that the eye could be pleased with, 
everything that the mind could desire, was his to enjoy. 

How long this blessed condition continued, is not re- 
vealed to us. But we know, alas I that it was interrupted, 
3Can did not remain as God had created him. He was 
(placed upon trial, and did not prove faithful. In the body 
that God fashioned out of the dust, he rebelled! God 
had ^'breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and 
man'' had become ''a living soul;" but with the powers 
which that life supplied, man desired the only thing 
which God had forbidden him,; and man yielded to his 
bodily appetite, and took and ate that of which God 
had said, ''Thou shalt not eat of it, neither shalt thou 
touch it, for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die." 

II. Thus man lost his innocence, and became a sinner. 
He forfeited his spiritual L'fe, and became under the con*- 
dition of death. He defaced the Image of God in which 
he had been created; and was condemned to return to the 
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ground out of which he was taken: "Dust thou art, and 
unto dust shalt thou return.** And he was driven out of 
the holy and happy Eden, to toil among the thorns and 
thistles of the world, until his awful sentence should have 
its full effect. 

This was indeed a most fearful downfall. Condemnation 
and corruption were now the estate of our human nature^ 
which in the beginning was made ** very good.** Our first 
parents soon experienced the bitter effects of the evil they 
had brought upon themselves. Shame and misery, weak- 
ness and pain, sorrow and anxiety, harassed their minds, 
and rent their hearts. They had a knowledge of evil : for 
they had made themselves evil. They had a dread of 
punishment : for they had broken the command of God. 
They were afraid of God, and shrank from His Presence. 

And they could not rid themselves of the consequences 
of their guilt. They could not undo what they had done. 
They could not recover what they had forfeited : could not 
re-make that which they had defiled and defaced. 

Aye : they might long for God's favour : they might 
wish for the bliss of innocence again : they might desire 
to have again the power to do God*s Will. But no ! By 
their own act and deed all this was gone. They had slain 
their souls. Sinfulness, helplessness, wrath, suffering, death, 
was now the lost condition into which they had fallen, and 
this became the heritage of their descendants also. ^' In 
Adam, all die.*' 

III. It was to effect the restoration of mankind from 
this lost condition, that the Co-equal Son of God came 
down from Heaven. He Who had made man in the 
Image of God, now accomplishes the restoration of that 
Image which man himself had defaced by sin. He takes 
upon Himself that human nature, which man had cor- 
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rnpted and defiled, that Hb may recover it from its fallen 
state, and purify and quicken and ennoble it. He takes 
man's nature into His own Divine Nature, that He 
may in Himself create man anew after the Image of God 
in righteousness and true holiness. 

Taking man's nature without spot or stain of sin, in 
that nature He perfectly fulfils the Will of God which 
man had rebelled against. In man's nature He fully pays 
the penalty of man's sin, exhausts the accumulated wrath 
and woe which the guilt of mankind had made their own, 
overcomes death, and brings life and immortality to light. 

And having in His own Febson thus restored the Hu- 
man Nature, our Blessed Lord imparts the saving efiects 
of such restoration to all those who by means of His Holy 
Sacraments are made His Members and abide in union with 
Him. 

" In Christ" all are " made alive." For '' the Spirit 
that quickeneth" flows into their hearts by reason of their 
union with the Son of God. He hath a second time 
breathed into the lifeless form the breath of life, and 
redeemed man hath again become ** a living soul." And^ 
therefore, life, and holiness, and the Presence of God, have 
again become the heritage of those who are made the chil- 
dren of God by adoption and grace. 

As members of Christ, then, as parts of the New Crea- 
tion of the Son of God, our nature is changed and our 
condition altered. The curse due to our original sin, as 
children of fallen Adam^ is done away, and the Holy 
Spirit works within us to renew and sanctify. And now, 
by His Grace, we have the power to choose what is good ; 
we have the Will to desire God's Will, and to do God's 
Will. We are enabled to strive after perfect holiness in 
the filial fear of our Father Who is in Heaven. Happi- 
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ness is now within our reach : Obedience is again possible : 
The Presence of God is restored to us in a more blessed 
way than even our first parents enjoyed ; for we are placed 
in that Holy Garden of God, the Church, which our In- 
carnate Lord has purchased with His Eight Hand, and 
redeemed and cleansed with His most precious Blood. 

This is the blessed condition into which our Almighty 
Saviour has brought us. How is it to end ? God wills, 
indeed, that it should end in our perfect and final restora- 
tion, that our human nature should be entirely purged from 
all evil, that our body, soul and spirit should be admitted 
to the Pulness of His Presence, not having spot or wrinkle 
or any such thing; but being altogether conformed to His 
Image, and renewed after His Likeness. But it remains 
with us, each one, to determine for ourselves whether this 
shall be accomplished or not. 

lY. Por our present state is one of trial and probation. 
Our first parents were tried in a state of innocence and 
nature, we are tried in a state of redemption and grace. 
We have the awful power of choosing between good and 
evil; of choosing God^s Will, or following our own will; 
of abiding in Christ our Saviour, or falling away from 
Him. 

Now, for the most part, our chief trial lies in the 
temptations that beset us through our lower nature. There- 
fore we find one of the most faithful and devoted of God's 
children declaring, *^ I keep under my body and bring it 
into subjection ; lest when I have preached to others, I my- 
self should be a castaway." 

Our body is the habitation of our soul and spirit. In 
and by it we are connected with the things of time and 
sense, and are brought into contact with the world. It is 
the agent or instrument by which the soul and spirit exer- 
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cise their will and accomplish their purposes with respect 
to the things of this life. Bat then, on the other hand, the 
condition of the bodjr itself exercises a fearful effect upon 
the soul and spirit, either for good or for evil. And also, 
it is through the medium of our bodilj senses, that outward 
things act upon our soul and spirit. 

We have all this vividly and painfully brought before us 
in the temptation and fall of our first parents. The eye, 
the ear, the hand, the bodily appetite, were made fatal use 
of by our great enemy to bring about their fall. The 
energies of the soul and the choice of the spirit found their 
exercise through the members of the body, and the awful 
deed was done. 

While, then, we thank and praise our Heavenly Father 
for our redemption from our lost condition in and through 
His dear Son, let us take the most earnest heed to use 
aright the Grace of the Holy Spirit that we do not again 
fall away and perish. And, especially, let us keep under 
our body and bring it into subjection. We are in the 
midst of temptations, and this renders our life in the flesh 
a state of continual conflict. ''To keep my body in tem- 
perance, soberness, and chastity ,'' was the instruction we 
were called upon to lay to heart in the time of childhood ; 
and to carry out this lesson faithfully involves a constant 
struggle and daily watchfulness. For any excess in eat- 
ing, drinking, or sleeping, soon exercises fearful efl^ects 
upon our spiritual condition. Any indulgence in impure 
desires is deadening and deadly. 

Now, it is to aid us in keeping under our bodies that 
such seasons as that of Lent have been set apart. For if 
we never curb our appetites, it is far too probable that we 
shall be slaves to them: and that our corruptible bodies 
will altogether press down and overpower our incorruptible 
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spirits. But when, by God's Grace, we accustom ourselves 
to self-denial and self-restraint, we retain the mastery over 
ourselves, and are enabled to withstand the temptations 
which meet us from time to time. And besides : by alto- 
gether abstaining from all excess of every kind, and by 
wholly repressing every unlawful desire, our souls and 
spirits are left free to follow the Gonly motions of the 
Holy Spirit, and to be engaged in the uninterrupted 
service of Almighty God. 

According, then, as it shall seem our duty and our 
privilege, let us, as we may, " keep under'* our body, " and 
bring it into subjection/' Constantly let us bear in mind 
the awful way in which it has been redeemed from its lost 
condition, and restored to a state of salvation; and, also, 
the most exalted and glorious condition which awaits it in 
the Eternal World, when the earthly body shall become 
a spiritual body, changed by the glorified Body of our 
Incarnate Lord and admitted to dwell for ever in the im- 
mediate Presence of God. 

While, therefore, we duly attend to the many useful 
rules and precepts for the keeping under our bodies which 
we find in our books of private devotion, let us especially 
endeavour to possess an abiding sense of the blessed truth 
that our bodies are the Tempos of the Holy Ghost, and 
very members of Christ our Lord. Then, by God's 
Grace, our eye shall be turned away from beholding vanity, 
and shall never minister to fleshly lust or covetousness. 
Our ear shall be closed against evil suggestions or de- 
ceiving words. Our tongue shall be restrained from strife. 
Our appetites shall be exercised only in lawful enjoyments, 
which shall be blessed and sanctified by prayer and thanks- 
giving. And the bended knee, and uplifted heart, and 
grateful and purified affections^ shall daily testify that our 
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bodies^ as well as our souls and spirits, are being preserved 
unto everlasting life, in and through that blessed Lord, 
Who once for our sakes was tempted and tried in our 
Human Nature on earth: and Who now, in that same 
Human Nature, is glorified on the Bight Hand of God 
in Heaven. 
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ST. JOKN" vi. 67, 68. 

^^ Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? 
Then Simon Peter answered Him, Lord, to whom shall we 
go ? Thou hast the words of eternal LifeP 

TT must have been very blessed to '^ have known Christ 
■^ after the flesh.'' In this respect^ the holy Apostles 
and first Disciples of our Lobd were indeed highly fa* 
voured. They companied with Him from day to day, 
listening to the gracious Words which proceeded from 
His Mouth, witnessing His Divine Miracles, and behold- 
ing the Example of perfect Holiness which, in Man's 
nature, He exhibited before them. They lived in the 
Light of the Presence of Him Who was Incarnate Lov£ : 
and His Personal Influence must have been of a most 
engaging and absorbing nature. 

He was ^' Chief among ten thousand,'' and ** altogether 
Lovely." His Meekness and Gentleness were most win- 
ning. His Unselfishness and Kindness were most attrac- 
tive. His tender Pity and ready Compassion were most 
endearing. 

There was nothing to mar the perfect Consistency of His 
Character, no temper or passion to disturb or estrange. 

It is no wonder, then, that the Disciples were most 
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powerfully drawn nnto Him, and boand to Hnc with 
feelings of ardent and devoted affection. 

And jet there were many who were not thus drawn unto 
our Lobd: and even of those who, for a time, followed 
Him, too many fell away. Indeed, it once happened that 
so many ''went back, and walked no more with Him,'' as 
to give occasion for Him to say to His Twelve chosen 
Disciples, " Will ye also go away ?" 

Does this seem strange to us? Do we ask. How could 
they be so perverse? how could they resist an Influence 
so attractive ? how could they turn away from Him Who 
was so full of Goodness, and Kindness and Love? Does 
the thought arise in our minds, that if we had been in 
their place, how differently we would have acted? how 
gladly we would have received our Sayiottk's gracious 
Words, how willingly we would have followed Him, and 
how stedfastly we would have cleaved to Him I 

It is well for us, however, that we have been spared 

the trial. For we might not have been found among the 

few that remained faithful to our Lord. We might have 

followed in the steps of the many who fell away : and this 

we now feel, it would have been very terrible to have done. 

But how are we conducting ourselves towards our Lokd 
under the circumstances in which we are actually placed ? 
this is the question which it most nearly concerns us to 
consider. Have we hitherto remained faithful to Him 
amid all the trials and temptations which have befallen us? 
Are we now, in all things, obediently following Him: 
and, with all our hearts, devoted to His Service. Can 
we, each one of us, say with truth, that we are tktts con- 
tinuing with Him, and abiding in Him ? 

It is true that w^ are tried in a very different manner 
from those who actually saw our Lord, and witnessed His 
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Miracles. "We walk by faith, not by sight/' Bat we 
must bear in mind that we enjoy an unspeakable Gift 
which they did not then possess. "The Holy Ghost 
was not then gi^en, because that Jesus was not yet glori- 
fied.^' Now, however, since our Lord is on the Throne 
of Hi« Glory, and in and through Him we have received 
the adoption of Sons, God hath sent forth " the Spirit of 
His Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Eather.^' There- 
fore, in the place of the Bodily Presence of our Lord, we 
have the awful indwelling Presence of God the Holy 
Ghost in our hearts. And so exceedingly precious, and 
so very necessary was this Gift of the Holy Spirit, that 
our Lord declared that it was even expedient that He, 
as regards His Bodily Presence, should go awsgr, in order 
that It might be bestowed upon His Disciples. We, then, 
are able, \^ the Spirit's power, to inherit the blessing of 
which our Lord spake when He said, ^^ Blessed are they 
that have not eeen, and yet have believed." 

Oar trial, therefore, is whether or not we will yield to 
the inward woriings of the Holy Ghost. It is His Office 
to take of the things of our Blessed Lord, and shew them 
unto us: to reveal our Lord unto us as the Life, and 
Streugth, and Support of our souls : as the Head of the 
Body of Which all faithful Christians are the members ; 
and our trial is, whether, or not, we will receive Him as 
eucA, and stedfastly abide in Him unto the end. 

O very awful is the nearness to which we are brought 
to the Incarnate Son of God: as the Holy Spirit unfolds 
to UB His Holiness, and Purity, and mysterious Love to 
us, do aqy of us shrink from Him ? As the Holy Spirit 
opens our minds to understand the relation in which we 
stand to our Lord, and the love and devotion we owe to 
HiHj do aiiy of us fall back, instead of thankfully endea- 



126 SUdfadneti. 



Yooring to walk worthy of the holy vocation wherewith we 
are called ? O let ns look well to ourselves. For^ in every 
generation, very many do fM away. Oar Losd foresaw 
it would be so : and this might well add to the bitterness 
of the Sorrows He endored for the sake of lost mankind. 

Now if we set oar hearts upon earthly things^ they will 
not yield to the Gonly motions of the Holt Spirit. In 
vain is the Love of the Sayioub brought before us : in 
vain are the wonders of His Redeeming Grace presented 
to our minds : for they seem to be matters which concern 
us but very little. And so we refuse to be led above the 
things of time and sense, we are taken up with what is 
perishable, and have no heart for that which is imperishable 
and eternal. 

Or, if we allow ourselves to be filled with pride and 
self-sufficiency, we resist the strivings of the Holt 6host« 
And so, when our Blessed Lord is revealed as '^Meek 
and Lowly in heart,'' we turn away, for to us He has 
'' no beauty that we should desire Him.'' 

Or again, if ambition or self-seeking be our ruling 
motive, we grieve the Holy Spirit of God. And so, 
when the Humility and Self-denial of Jesus, the Incarnate 
Son of God, is set before us, we draw back as if we would 
no more walk with Him. 

Or yet again — ^if prejudice, or self-conceit, be allowed 
to darken our spiritual understanding, we stifle the voice 
of the Holy Spirit within us. And so, when the Holy 
Saviour is revealed as confounding the wisdom of this 
world, and bringing to nought the understanding of the 
fallen human intellect, we are offended, and fall into the 
sin of unbelief. 

Or, once more, if we indulge in fleshly lusts, we thereby 
defile our bodies, which are "the Temples of the Holy 
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Ghost." And so we deaden our spiritual perceptions, 
and therefore we cannot discern and cleave unto that Al- 
mighty Saviour, apart from Whom we must perish ever- 
lastingly. 

As we commune with our own hearts, and test and try 
ourselves upon these points, well may we tremble. O many, 
very many have in these ways fallen away from Christ and 
been lost for ever: how is it now with ourselves? Are 
any of us thus falling? If so, will we not at once most 
earnestly seek for grace, and truly repent, and stedfastly 
believe? And, as we ponder over these things more and 
more deeply, will not the prayer be offered up by us with 
the most intense devotion, that we, each one, may be 
strengthened by the Holy Spirit, so that we may not 
be of the number of those " who draw back unto perdition, 
but of those who believe, unto the saving of the soul ?" 

" Come unto Me,'* is the Saviour's gracious invitation, 
which His Holy Spirit has spoken to our hearts: "Fol- 
low ME,''is the loving command of our only Lord and 
Master : " Abide in Me,'' is the saving charge of our In- 
carnate God. Thus graciously, and lovingly, and savingly, 
would He draw us ! O, as He fathoms our hearts, and 
reads our motives, and marks our lives, has He still reason 
to ask of any of us, "Will ye also go away?'' Are we 
all able to say, with the devoted affection of St. Peter, 
" Lord, to whom shall we go ? Thou hast the Words of 
eternal Life." 

We know that He is able to save unto the uttermost : 
and we also know that none but He can save. Where 
can we hide ourselves from the Wrath our sins have pro- 
voked against us, save in the Wounded Side and pierced 
Heart of Jesus? Where else can we wash away the 
stains of guilt from our polluted souls, save in the most 
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precious Blood of Jesus? the ''Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sins of the world ! '' How else can we 
obtain everlasting life^ save in the keeping of His Sayings, 
by which Hrs unfailing Promise is, that a man "shall 
never taste of Death?" 

"In Him dwelleth all the Fulness of the Godhbab 
Bodily," and we "are complete in Him." O, then, that 
we may yield our wills and affections wholly to Him, to 
be guided and ruled by His Holy Spirit, to be ordered 
and regulated by His Words, which are " the Words of 
Eternal Life." 

Then shall the Spirit of Truth guide us into all truth. 
The Holt Ghost shall gift us with a right understanding 
in all things. The mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven 
shall be revealed unto us: aye, we shall even be taught 
" to Icnow the Love of Christ Which passeth knowledge, 
and be filled with all the Fulness of God." 

What would we more than this? What more is pos- 
sible? And shall any of us turn away from this? O rather, 
ishall not each one of us most earnestly seek that by the 
JHoLT Spirit's Power, we may be led on, and on, and on,, 
till through God's Mercy we attain unto this ? 

Shall we not be most faithful and devoted in the use of 
all those means of grace whereby the Holt Spirit is im- 
.parted to all who seek aright ? And above all, shall we 
not most constantly and devotedly seek our Blessed Lord 
Himself in the Holy Sacrament of His most precious 
:BoDT and Blood: well knowing that thereby we are 
especially keeping His Words, to which is joined the 
promise of eternal Life P 

O, when that Holy and Heavenly Feast is spread, and 
when the Saviour's Loving Invitation is given, "Come 
nnto Mb," shall it be succeeded by a voice of Sorrow at 
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the eight of many departing instead of drawing near? 
Sliall that Voice ever speak to us, "Will ye also go 
away?** ye, for whom I have shewed such tender Love: 
ye^ who have already tasted something of the sweetness of 
My Grace : ye, whom I have chosen from out of a perish- 
ing world : ye, whom I have been leading on and preparing 
for a Throne of Glory with Me in Heaven : will ye also 
go away? Will ye draw back from a more and more 
devoted following of Me? Will ye turn away from the 
Baead of Life ? Will ye go away from Me your Saviour 
and your God ? 

nOy the truly faithful soul will say : Thou lovedst me, 
and gavest Thyself for me on the shameful Cross: how 
can I, then, turn away from Thee, when Thou wouldest 
give Thyself to me in Thy Holy Sacrament ? " O send 
out Thy Light, and Thy Truth, that they may lead me : 
and bring me unto Thy Holy Hill, and to Thy Dwelling. 
And that I may go unto the Altar of God, even unto the 
God of my joy and gladness : and upon the harp will I 
give thanks unto Thee, O God my God." 

And, at this very solemn season % are we not most 
powerfully drawn unto our Blessed Lord? The tokens 
of His unquenchable Love are brought before us now, in 
a very wondrous way. His Last Sorrows and Sufferings, 
His Bejection and shame : His Agony and Death : appeal 
to our hearts, and call for our most fervent gratitude and 
intense devotion. And alas ! the many care not for these 
things, and pass them by. " Will ye also go away ? Will 
ye go away from Him Who is bearing the burden of your 
guilt? Who is paying the penalty of your sins! Who is 
suffering in your stead that ye may be delivered from suffer- 
ings eternal I 

• The fifth Friday in Lent, 
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for strength and grace that we may, each one and all, 
cleave to Him aright! May we be enabled, with awful 
reverence, to abide with Him, and gain a deeper insight 
into His most mysterious Love for us. The Holy Spirit 
would open our minds to a more and more saving know- 
ledge of this Love ; let us see to it that we yield to His 
gracious influences. Let us be led of the Spirit to follow 
our Lord as He goes up to Jerusalem to offer Himself 
as THE Sacrifice for our sins. Let us mark His Last 
Actions and listen to His Last Words. Let us behold 
His tears for the impenitent, and His meekness in yield- 
ing Himself into the hands of those who sought His 
Life. Let us ponder over His base betrayal, and His 
Feast of Love with His Chosen Disciples. Watch we 
with Him in His Agony. Spend we Goon Friday, in 
spirit, at the Foot of His Cross on Calvary : and then, as 
His words, "It is finished," are spoken by His Holt 
Spirit in our inmost souls, we shall of a truth, have 
a most blessed experience of His Love Which is stronger 
than Death, and be enabled to cherish the hope that, in 
and through His Love, we shall be enabled to abide in 
Him for ever. 
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PHILIPPIANS ii. 9. 
"-4 Name Which is above every name.^* 

npHERE is a Name which tells us of the Love, and the 
-^ Mercy, and the Power of Almighty God. It is the 
Name of Jestjs. In it the Mysteries of Redemption are 
bound up. By It the purposes of Divine Grace are un- 
folded and carried on unto perfection. It is a Name 
Which is above every name : for It is the Name of God. 
He, Who is our Lord and our God took it when He be- 
came Incarnate for our salvation. The Eternal Son of 
the Eather was called by It when He became the Son 
of Man. It is His own Name, for He Alone fulfils Its 
signification ; For He is " The Lord the Saviour.*' It 
is His Name, as uniting The Nature of God, and the 
Nature of Man in One Person, never to be divided 
any more. 

The Angel of the Lord was sent to dedlare that the 
Son of the Highest should be called by It : and when He 
was born in the flesh, "they called His Name Jesus." 
In life and in death He bare It and fulfilled It. In His 
Resurrection and Ascension He proclaimed it. And now 
He bears It encircled with everlasting Majesty and Glory. 
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And to Him we look as '' the Author and Finisher of our 
faith ; Who for the joy that was set before Him endured 
the Cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the 
Bight Hand of the Throne of God." 

The Lowliness and Humility of our Lord opened the 
way for the Exaltation and Glory of His Human Nature. 
For, '^ being in the Form of God, He thought it not 
robbery to be Equal with God : but made Himself of 
no reputation, and took upon Him the Form of a servant, 
and was made in the Likeness of men : and being found 
in Fashion as a Man, He humbled Himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the Death of the Cross. Where- 
fore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him 
a Name Which is above every Name : that at the Name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in Heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth ; and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
Glory of God the Father.*' 

behold we, then, with the deepest reverence and awe, 
the manifestation of the Love of God ! He would not 
that fallen man should be lost. He Who in the begin- 
ning had created man in the Image of God, willed not that 
man should perish, even when He had defaced that Image 
by sin, and by disobedience had rebelled against the Love 
of God. In tender mercy He spared sinful man, and 
undertook the Work of his recovery. He would retrace 
upon man the Divine Image, which sin had marred. He 
would put away sin. But how ? most wonderful Mystery 
of Love : even by taking Man's nature into God : and by 
the Sacrifice of Himself. " Thou shalt call His Name 
Jesus : for He shall save His People from their sins." 
Yes : the Lord the Saviour savesy by taking the likeness 
of the sinner's nature and bearing the sinner's punishment ! 
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And " He is able to save unto the uttermost/' His Power 
is equal to His Love. His Power and His Love are alike 
the Power and Love of God. All power is given unto 
Him both in Heaven and earth. 

Well may we gratefully dwell upon the manner in which 
the Power of Jesus is displayed. 

While He dwelt among men on earthy *' He went about 
doing good : healing all that were oppressed of the Devil^ 
for God was with Him." 

And^ now He is on the Throne of His Glory in the 
highest Heavens^ He carries on His Work of saving grace 
by means of His Holy Church, assuring every faithful 
member of the same, that " whatsoever ye shall ask the 
Father in Mr Name, He will give it you.'' 

Thus it is that the Church, which was, at the beginning, 
small as a grain of mustard seed, has now grown into 
a great Tree, whose branches extend throughout the earth, 
under whose shadow countless thousands of immortal souls 
are finding salvation, '' through the faith which is in Christ 
Jesus." 

Aye : the '' Name Which is above every name," is daily 
and continually being magnified and glorified, and He Who 
bears It is being worshipped and acknowledged to be the 
LoKD, " to the Glory of God the Father." 

Angels and Archangels and ''all the company of Heaven," 
bend in awe and reverent joy before Him Who sits upon 
the Throne: Who as perfect Man is at the Head of all 
Creation ; bearing the Dread Name Which proclaims Him 
to be also verily and truly God. 

The faithful on earth, in the unceasing worship of the 
Church universal, are perpetually serving and adoring Him, 
Who is the Head and " Saviour of the Body." 

The lost spirits are trembling at the Power of Him, 
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against Whom they have, to their own destruction and 
hopeless misery, rebelled. 

Earth to her very centre, and all Nature, owns the Power 
of Him Who first created, and now ^ preserves His Handi- 
work day by day. 

In love or fear, in reverence or dread, all acknowledge 
the Power of that "Name which is above every name." 
From Him Who bears It, unutterable joy is being shed 
abroad among the bright and blessed inhabitants of Hea- 
ven. Prom Him Who bears It, the Kays of Divine Peace 
and Hope are being shed abroad among the faithful souls 
who are waiting in Paradise. Prom Him Who bears It, 
the channels of Divine Grace and Love and Mercy are 
plentifully flowing to all true believers, who are still fight- 
ing and striving to live as Christians on earth. The flood- 
gates of Divine Mercy, which were opened on the First 
Whitsun Day, have been never closed; and the Com- 
70BTER, Whom the Father hath sent unto His Church 
in the Name of His dear Son, has continually remained, 
unceasingly shedding abroad His Gifts and graces ; chang- 
ing men from sin to holiness, and sanctifying ''all the 
Elect people of God." 

Can we indeed say that to our own hearts, Jesus is 
''a Name Which is above every Name?" "Unto you 
that believe He is precious." " His Name is as ointment 
poured forth." It is the pledge and assurance that the 
Everlasting Fountain of the Love of God has been opened 
to us. It is the declaration that "God is with us." 
"They shall call His Name, Emmanuel; Which being 
interpreted, is, God with us." Yes; in Jesus we have 
God and Man united in One Person. In the Lord the 
Saviour, we have God, in all His mightiness, to save : and 
Man, in all His perfection of a Brother's Love, to sympa- 
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thize, and to be " touched with the feeling of our infir- 
mities/* 

Is then our Love to Jesus an absorbing, living, devoted, 
and personal Love? Is it the abiding conviction of our 
hearts, that all our hopes of salvation and happiness and 
glory are bound up in Him alone ? If this be so, then, as- 
suredly, we cannot be wanting in reverence and devotion to 
Him. His Kamb cannot fail to call forth the deepest 
adoration from us, cannot fail to stir the deepest and most 
grateful emotions in our hearts. What has He not done 
for us ? What Love, what Mercy, what Power, has not 
Jesus shewn, and is shewing still P Did He not leave His 
Father's Bosom and become a Child of Man? Did He 
not leave His Throne of Glory in Heaven and become 
a partaker of shame on earth ? Did He not sorrow^ and 
suffer and die, to rescue us from sin and Satan, and Death 
and Hell, and bring us back to God and Holiness and 
Heaven ? Did He not take our nature upon Him, that 
He might make us "partakers of the Divine Nature ?*' 
Does He not now '^ appear in the Presence of God for 
us?" Does He not call us "brethren," and the "blessed 
children" of His Father : and, is He not preparing for 
us an Everlasting Home? truly the Name of Him, 
Who is doing all this for us, must be to us "a Name 
Which is above every name." 

And in our daily lives now, every hour we live, fresh out- 
pourings of the Love of God await us in Jesus our Lord. 
All our prayers and praises, in His Allprevailing Name, 
are accepted by our Heavenly Father. Our cries for 
mercy, our supplications for pardon for our faults, deliver- 
ance from our enemies, guidance in our difiSculties, in the 
"Name of Jesus," meet with a most gracious answer. 
Our acts of thanksgiving, and deeds of charity, and fulfil- 
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ment of daties, in the *^ Name of Jesus/' meet with ac- 
ceptance before Almighty God. 

. And our Lord Himself proves to be a very present 
Help in the needfal time of trouble. The Name of Jesus 
is the token of the unceasing Love and Power of Him 
"Who has said, " I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.'* 
Spiritual foes are overcome, temptations are resisted, sinful 
passions are quelled, tempers restrained, appetites curbed, 
by the Grace of Jesus, who abides in all His faithful 
members, to conform them more closely to Himself and 
to make them more completely one with Him. 

In every secret sorrow of our heart, every afiBiction of 
our mortal flesh, every anguish of our spirits, every burden, 
distress or anxiety which oppresses our minds, the ** Name 
Which is above every name" brings us, if we will, comfort^ 
refreshment, rest, and peace. 

It is not in vain that the tears of penitence are wept to 
Him, for He is the Almighty Saviour. It is not in vain 
that our spirits yearn after the support and consolations of 
His Grace; He reads them all. He fathoms the very 
depths of our utmost needs : every pulse of sorrow or throb 
of anguish is known and felt by Him. So we may, in 
grateful love, plead His own most gracious Name, and EDb 
will make It good : He will prove to be unto us all His 
Divine Name has declared Him to be. 

Well, then, may we joy with holy joy, in the " Name 
Which is above every name/' Well may the sound of It 
gladden our ears and rejoice our hearts. Jesus is the 
Name of Him Who loves us with an Everlasting Love, 
with a Love stronger than death, higher than Heaven, 
deeper than Hell, vaster than Eternity ! Well may we bend 
the knee in reverent worship at the Name of Him, Who 
is not only truly Man, but also our very Lord and God. 
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And well may we strive, by this outward expression of oar 
homage and worship, to quicken and increase the more 
entire devotion of our hearts and wills to the obedience and 
service of Him Who has done such great things for us : 
and "Who is the Brightness of the Father's Glory, and 
" the Express Image of His Person, upholding all things 
by the Word of His Power," and " Who, when He had by 
Himself purged our sins, sat down on the Eight Hand of 
the Majesty on high." 

But not only in life is 'Uhe Name of Jesus" our truest 
joy, it is also our only sure Hope in death. For He hath 
''abolished death and brought life and immortality to 
light." So, departing this life "in the true faith and 
fear of His Holy Name," we " sleep in Jesus," and, at 
the Last Great Day, '* them also that sleep in Jesus will 
God bring with Him." Therefore, like S. Paul, we may 
confidingly say " I know Whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto Him against That Day.'' And when the 
course of this mortal life is coming to its close, and all 
around us is fading from our vision, like S. Stephen we 
may faithfully look to Him, Whose " Name is above every 
name," and say " Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.^ 



fy 



"Therefore we, in love adoring. 
This most blessed Nahb revere. 
Holy Jesus, Thee imploring 
So to write It in ns here. 
That hereafter heavenward soaring 
We may sing with angels there* 



>» 



SEEMON XVm. 
Cfiristian patience. 



ST. LTJKE xxi. 19. 
"i» your patience possess ye yowr souls," 

" TN the world ye shall have tribulation," said our Blessed 
■*■ Lord to His Disciples : and very soon, they proved by 
actual experience the truth of His Words. For they beheld 
Him Who was the Light of their eyes and the Joy of their 
hearts in the hands of His enemies. They beheld His 
Sufferings and shame ; and that, too, when they were in 
expectation of His Triumph and Glory. They had to en- 
dure separation from Him ; to leave Him in the hands of 
those who mocked and scourged and crucified Him. They 
mourned for Him as dead. Whom they loved better than 
life, and Who was dearer to them than all else beside. 
this was tribulation indeed ! And it was the more 
grievous, because it disappointed all their bright hopes, 
and the great expectations upon which their hearts were 
firmly fixed. This tribulation, however, was soon over, 
and the glorious Besurrection of our Blessed Lord and 
the Gift of the Holy Spirit changed it into joy. Their 
understandings were now enlightened. Their hopes were 
now fixed upon what could not disappoint. Their affec- 
tions were set upon heavenly things. Their hearts and 
minds were strengthened to embrace and cleave unto their 
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Lord in the Truth of His Divine Nature. And so they 
gladly yielded themselves up to Him, to be made use of 
as His willing instruments of fulfilling the Will of God, 
and gathering mankind into His Heavenly Kingdom. 

And soon the tribulation of the Disciples began again. 
For the like opposition was made to their efforts as to 
those of their Lord. Evil spirits and wicked men did 
their worst to hinder the Work of salvation, and to harass 
and persecute God's faithful children. No resistance was 
thought too unreasonable, no treatment too vile, no hatred 
too bitter, no punishment too painful, no injury too great, 
to be inflicted upon the meek and lowly followers of our 
Slessed Saviour. As we read the account of the martyr- 
dom of S. Stephen, we gain some insight into the cruelty 
of a wicked world fighting against the Love of God, Who 
had redeemed it. As we meditate upon the afflictions and 
sufferings of the holy Apostle S.Paul, we behold how 
fierce, how determined, how untiring was the opposition 
which the faithful Christians had to encounter, and how 
great the tribulation they had to endure. Whether in 
Jerusalem or in heathen cities, in " holy land" or in ^' the 
dark places of the earth'' the lot of the Disciples was much 
the same. To be falsely accused, stripped of all worldly 
possessions, separated from all earthly relations, beaten, 
scourged, thrown into prison, fastened in the stocks, put 
to shame, exposed to wild beasts, banished to the deserts, 
tortured, stoned, burned, crucified, beheaded; all these 
cruelties, and many others, were daily inflicted upon the 
Disciples of the Lord ; for in those days there was '' great 
tribulation." 

Nor was this all. In many cases, '' a man's foes were they 
of his own household :" and this was indeed a bitter trial. 
The heathen husband hating his Christian wife. The hea- 
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then wife betraying her Christian husband. Unbelieving 
parents casting off or delivering up to death their believing 
children. And unbelieving Children rising up against be- 
lieving Parents and causing them to be put to death. The 
brother betraying the brother or sister; and the sister in- 
forming against the brother: and friends of many years 
estranged and changed to enemies. O this, of a truth, 
caused many hearts to bleed, and many tears of bitter 
sorrow ! To be surrounded by hatred and malice, when 
the heart has tasted of the sweetness of Divine Love, and 
desires that all it loves may taste of its sweetness too, is 
very grievous. To see angry human passions raging and 
threatening death in a thousand awful ways, when the 
heart longs for peace, and that all should live a life of 
holiness, is very terrible. And yet this was the daily ex- 
perience of many of those who have been numbered with 
the saints in the glory everlasting. 

Beside all this, there was great difficulty in taking part 
in the united Services of the Church. For, full often, the 
early Christians had to be contented with dens and caves 
in the earth, or secret places in the forest ; and even then, 
they were sometimes surprised, and hurried off to prison, 
and to martyrdom. So there was danger at home from un- 
believing members of the household, and danger in wor- 
shipping with the congregation of the faithful, by reason of 
the watchfulness of enemies; and, very frequently, this 
danger ended in a violent death. 

Thus harassed, and thus persecuted, we may perhaps 
think that the souls of the disciples must have been like 
weary birds tossed with a tempest, and that they would 
very fully enter into the spirit of the words of holy David, 
'' O that I had wings like a dove, for then would I flee 
away, and be at rest.'* 
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Por many a long year the Disciples of all places were, 
more or less^ exposed to such tribulation as this. But at 
the destruction of Jerusalem, the distress and the sufferings 
were terrible indeed. And in much of the outward afflic- 
tion^ and in many of the outward troubles, the Jewish 
Christians were partakers of the same lot as their unbe- 
lieving fellow-countrymen, besides being the objects of 
their cruelty and malice. They beheld the City of their 
forefathers with its beautiful Temple : the homes of their 
childhood with all their tender associations, and the many 
familiar things in which they had delighted, trampled under 
foot, and stained with blood, and fierce soldiers cruelly de- 
stroying the young and the aged, the beautiful and the 
helpless. And though the little band of faithful Chris- 
tians were mercifully provided with a safe escape from the 
doomed city, yet they went forth, as it were, homeless and 
fugitives, "strangers and pilgrims in the earth.'' 

We see that the early Disciples of our Blessed Lord did 
indeed experience the fulfilment of His Words, "in the 
world ye shall have tribulation.'* Let us then consider the 
solemn charge He gave them, " In your patience possess 
ye your souls ;" and let us most earnestly beseech Him to 
pour into our hearts continually such a measure of Chris- 
tian Patience that we may be enabled to endure unto the 
end, and to be found faithful amid all the trials and diffi- 
culties which may be our appointed lot. 

Now as we look back upon the tribulation and persecu- 
tions of our brethren in Christ who lived in the first ages 
of the Church, we may well be struck by the difi'erence 
between their outward circumstances and our own. What 
are our trials compared with theirs ? What are our hard- 
ships in comparison with theirs P What are our difficul- 
ties when viewed with theirs? Outwardly, full often. 



142 ChrUtian Patience, 

everything seemed against them, while we possess many 
favourable advantages. They were fall often exposed to 
the distress occasioned by war; we enjoy the blessings of 
peace. They were forbidden, full often, the privileges of 
the public worship of God ; and we are protected in so 
doing. They were in danger of a violent death if it were 
discovered that they would not sacrifice to false gods : and 
we are left free to do as we will. They were exposed to 
the perils of persecution even unto death, if, when called 
upon, they would not blaspheme that Holt and Blessed 
Name Which is above every Name : we are in no such 
danger. 

O, we can see at once, that they had " need of patience ;'* 
and that, if they lost patience, they were in danger of 
losing their souls. Great, however, was the patience of 
God's Saints. Many noble examples of how patience had 
its perfect work are to be seen in their lives, to God's 
Glory, and their salvation, and our own encouragement. 

We read of one who was surrounded by cruel enemies, 
gnashing upon him with their teeth, and raging to shed his 
blood, standing calm and undaunted in the midst of them ; 
and, as they looked upon him, they beheld his face was like 
that of an Angel. And when they fiercely stoned him 
with stones, he meekly kneeled down and prayed for his 
murderers, and peacefully fell asleep with the prayer upon 
his lips of " Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.^' 

We are told of one, who was tied to a cross, where he 
hung lingering for many long and weary hours, opening 
his mouth in prayer and blessing, and still preaching the 
holy Gospel of the Lord he loved. 

We hear of another, who had laboured devotedly for 
many years in the Work of ihe Lord, at last seized and 
brought before heathen judges to be condemned to death if 
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he would not deny his Saviour, who replied, " Fourscore 
and six years have I continued serving Him, and He hath 
never wronged me at all ; how then can I blaspheme my 
King and my Saviour?'^ and who then, not only pa- 
tiently but joyfully, endured the fires of martyrdom. 

We are told of tender and delicate women, of wives and 
virgins, enduring hardships the most terrible, tortures the 
most fearful, and treatment the most vile, and yet shewing 
forth untiring patience and constancy even unto death. 

Thus the saints of God in their patience possessed their 
souls : and strengthened by the Holy Ghost, it is for us 
to follow their good examples. To enable us to do this, 
we must have a true, stedfast, and unswerving faith. We 
must embrace God as our All- Wise, Almighty, and All- 
loving Father ; and commit ourselves, and all that con- 
cerns us, wholly and unreservedly into His Hands to be 
ordered according to His Will. We must abide in our 
Blessed Saviour, with all the devoted love and holy con- 
fidence, which His finished Work of Grace and Salvation 
is calculated to produce in our hearts. We must yield our 
will, and aflections, and desires entirely to the guidance and 
control of the Holy Spirit. Then, we shall regard all 
things in their proper light. Our understandings shall not 
be blinded by prejudice; our judgment shall not be warped 
by self-will. Passion and temper shall not distract our 
minds. Pride and vain-glory shall not agitate our breast. 
And in the midst of difficulties, troubles, temptations, 
trials, we shall find ourselves strengthened to say, "My 
soul truly waiteth still upon God : for of Him cometh my 
salvation." 

This it is which inspires the soul with true and unfailing 
patience — to be able to look calmly and confidingly to 
God, and to feel that we are safe in the Hands of a most 
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Loving and Almighty Father; and that nothing can 
harm us while we abide in His Love ; and that all that be- 
falls us is sent to us from Him, as that which will best pro- 
mote His Glory and set forward our own salvation and 
everlasting happiness. So felt the saints and martyrs of 
old, and therefore they rejoiced in earthly losses as heavenly 
gains ; they regarded earthly sorrows as pledges of heavenly 
joys; they looked apon earthly hardships as stepping- 
stones to heavenly rest ; they gladly laid down their earthly 
lives that they might live with their Lord in Heaven for 
evermore. Day by day, then, let us endeavour by God's 
grace, to fulfil our appointed duties and to bear our ap- 
pointed trials in such a spirit as this. Thus shall we fulfil 
the injunction of our Blessed Saviour, '^ in your patience 
possess ye your souls." For we shall attend upon Him 
without distraction, if our hearts are really lifted up to Him 
above the changes and troubles and cares of this mortal 
life. While our spirits dwell in the calm of our Lord's 
Presence, we shall not be fretted and vexed by the trifles 
and contradictions of earth. While our souls are firmly 
anchored upon our Father's Throne in Heaven, we shall 
not be tossed hither and thither by the strifes and conten- 
tions of this lower world. While our affections are fixed 
upon the riches and glories of our eternal home, we shall 
not be attracted and disappointed by the perishing treasures 
and vanities of this transitory state. 

We shall, while we truly love God, feel that all things 
are really working together for our good : and that there is 
no room for distrust or doubt ; and so nothing shall disturb 
our patience. Our souls shall be in safe keeping. We 
shall obtain the full possession of them for our God« 
With our Free- Will we shall hold them for Him Who re- 
deemed them with His most precious Blood. The great 
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enemy or the powers of darkness shall not be able to touch 
them. The temptations of the world or the flesh shall not 
seduce them^ nor siu defile them. Terrors and dangers^ and 
even death in its most appalling forms, shall not shake 
their confidence in a Heavenly Father's Love. And so 
patience shall have its '^ perfect work'^ in us : we shall be 
*' perfect, and entire, wanting nothing." 

that it may be so with us all ! that the example of 
the patience of the Saints of God may not be lost upon 
us : nor the Grace of the Holy Spieit bestowed upon any 
of us in vain. Be we careful always to remember that dis- 
obedience and indulgence in any sin, or any past sin, unre- 
pented of, will most assuredly rob us of Christian Patience, 
because it will hinder our souls from resting confidingly 
upon Gob. And patience lost, well nigh all is lost. But 
cleaving unto God, in holy obedience and devoted love, all 
shall be well. In patience we shall inherit the Blessing, 
for we shall be made more than conquerors, through Him 
Who loveth us. 



SERMON XIX. 



Feast of St. IGohael and All Angels. 



HEB. i. 14. 

'^ Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister 
for them who shall he heirs of salvation ?" 

TT7E are now called upon to render especial thanks and 
^ * praise to Almighty God for the ministrations of His 
Holy Angels^ those bright and blessed Spirits who un- 
ceasingly worship and adore Him upon the Throne in 
Heaven^ and continually are occupied in fulfilling His 
Holy WiU. 

One of our very best divines*, as he drew near his 
latter end, was calmly awaiting the summons which should 
bid him enter into rest. He was asked by a friend what 
was the subject of his thoughts. He replied that he ^' was 
meditating the number and nature of Angels, and their 
blessed obedience and order, without which, peace could 
not be in Heaven ; and that it might be so on earth." 
Yes : he who had consecrated the valuable labours of his 
life by performing them in the spirit of the Angels* song, 
"Glory be to Thee, God on High: peace in Thy 
Church: and good- will to all mankind,'* at last rested 
from his labours^ with the spirit of the Prayer of his Lord 

• " The jndicioDB Hooker." 



The Ministry of AngeU, 147 



upon his tongue, " Thy Will be done on earth : as it is 
in Heaven.*' 

And surely we should endeavour, each one of us, in our 
several conditions, to do the same. For so only can we 
fulfil the object of our being created and redeemed by 
God; and hope, when our life on earth is ended, to be 
admitted to dwell with the Angels in Heaven. 

And yet, for the most part, we find ourselves far too 
little inclined to be mindful of these things. The Holy 
Angels, who are set forth to us as examples of doing 
God's Will, and as the tokens of His unwearying Love 
Who sends them forth to minister to, and attend upon us 
His Children, are but too rarely in our thoughts. So we 
are too unmindful of their blessed Work, and too ungrate- 
ful for their precious services of love. 

may our Heavenly Father pour His Grace into our 
hearts, that we may be duly sensible of these spiritual 
realities with which we are constantly sur)*ounded, but 
which are only revealed to the eye of faith. 

It is by faith only that we apprehend the existence of 
the Holy Angels. For they are spiritual beings. They 
have not fleshly bodies like our own. They are "immate- 
rial and intellectual spirits.'' They are "the glorious in- 
habitants of those sacred palaces, where nothing but light 
and blessed immortality, no shadow of matter for tears, 
discontentments, griefs, and uncomfortable passions to work 
upon, but all joy, tranquillity, and peace, even for ever 
and ever doth dwell ^" 

In number they are countless, great, " mighty and royal 
armies," of different orders, each shining with its own 
peculiar glory, and fulfilling its special ministry, from the 

^ Vide Hooker's EoclesluBtical Polity, Book i. cap. 4. 
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burning and adoring seraphim nearest the Throne, to 
the lowest orders of the cherubim. 

Beholding the Face of God, they are filled with holy 
admiration of Him, and with their whole being they wor- 
ship and adore Him, and cleave to Him with a fixed and 
unalterable choice. The ineffable beauty of His Love 
enkindles them into the most rapt devotion. His Good- 
ness unceasingly moves them to desire to imitate It; and 
makes them unwearying and insatiable in their longings to 
partake of It, by being the blessed instruments of extend- 
ing It and making It known. Therefore it is, that we are 
the objects of their continual love and care. Looking 
upwards, they behold their God in all the perfections of 
His Beauty: and looking down upon us, they see in us 
His Children the Likeness and Image of Himself in 
which He created man. And so, with untiring zeal, with 
unquenchable love, with heavenly joy, they "minister to 
those who shall be heirs of salvation.'' 

The Holy Angels are "sent forth to minister to them 
who shall be heirs of salvation." So from our Baptism, 
when toe were made the heirs of salvation, until the time 
of our departing from this mortal life, they are our at- 
tendants and guardians, provided only we do not fall away 
from God and forfeit our sonship by deadly sin. We are 
never alone. We need never be desolate or unbefriended. 
In the darkness and in the light, when surrounded by 
others or left to ourselves, in toil and in rest, the holy 
Angels are with us, ever ready to succour and defend us. 
In our private prayers and in our daily duties, in our 
works of mercy and in our deeds of love, they are our 
blessed companions. On the bed of sickness and in the 
hours of weakness and pain, they are at hand to soothe 
and to cheer us. In our hours of difficulty and danger. 
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when pressed upon by temptation and harassed by spiritual 
trials, they are waiting to do God's bidding in ministering 
to our relief. In the public services of the Church, more 
especially at the Holy Communion, they are our fellow- 
worshippers : for it is our awful privilege, even now, to 
join with "Angels and Archangels, and with all the com- 
pany of Heaven,** in praising and adoring the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, three Persons and one God, 
Blessed for evermore. And, if we are faithful unto death, 
they will not leave us at our journey's end. They will not 
desert their charge when we most need their aid. No : it 
is their blessed ofSce to do for us what our Blessed Lord 
described of one of old, he " was carried by the Angels 
into Abraham's bosom." 

Can we be suflBciently thankful to our Heavenly Father 
for all these tokens of His perpetual Love and Care P Let 
us see to it, however, that we do really endeavour to shew 
our gratitude by the obedience and demotion of our daily 
lives. Our constant effort should be, to live as " the heirs 
of salvation" ought to live. 

There should not be so much difference between us and 
the Holy Angels, as we must confess there is. Nay : there 
is a deeper cause for gratitude in us, for we are the re- 
deemed of the Lord, we have become the heirs of salvation 
through the Death and Passion of the Incarnate Son of 
God. It was our Human Nature that He took upon 
Him that He might become our Saviour. Hu passed 
the Angels by, and when some of them sinned and fell 
they found no Deliverer, but were lost for ever. Very 
sad, then, is it, that the Angels should so frequently be- 
hold us, for whom such Awful Tokens of Love have been 
shewn, so unmindful, so forgetful, so perverse. Surely out 
God deserves at our hands more willing obedience, more 
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untiring devotion, more unceasing praise, than even from 
them. O may Hb strengthen us by His Almighty Spisit 
to shew ourselves more worthy of His Love ! 

The more we, each one of us, in our several stations and 
degrees, endeavour by Ood's Grace to live as we ought, 
so the more closely will the Church on earth resemble 
Heaven. 

Among the Holy Angels all is order, harmony, peace, 
and love, because all are obedient to God's Will : and all 
the confusion and discord, and strife, and hate, amongst 
ourselves, arises from our disobedience and self-will. 

O think of the countless multitudes of Holy Angels all 
pursuing their Offices and Ministries without confusion, 
without interfering with one another, all blending together 
in unceasing devotion to Him Who sits upon the Throne. 
This our pattern 1 But alas I how poor is our imitation of 
it. Even the members of a small family, or the congrega- 
tion of a single Church, are numerous enough to abound 
in more strife and discord than is known in all the realms 
of Heaven. O surely the thoughts of this should humble 
us to the very dust. And it should stir us up to seek that 
our hearts may be filled with the grace of Obedience to the 
Holy Will of God. Yes : loving Obedience, hearty Obe- 
dience, self-denying Obedience, unreserved Obedience, this 
is what the Holy Angels delight in, and this is what we 
need in order to become like them now, and prepared to 
live with them hereafter. 

They go forth bearing God's messages of love or wrath. 
They go forth to execute His Decrees of mercy or ven- 
geance. They go forth to perform the most mighty deeds 
of power or to attend to what is unheeded by man. To rule 
over the raging storm and tempest, or to carry on missions 
of peace in the calm and quiet ; to destroy a mighty army. 
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or to watch over a lonely traveller; around the thrones of 
Kings, or with the weak and lonely in the lowest hat, they 
are alike occupied without choice of their work, with no 
will of their own save God's. They leave the brightness 
and the glory and the harmony of their Heavenly Home, 
and come forth amongst the sorrows and the misery, the 
guilt and woe and wretchedness, of the sons of men ; un- 
murmuringly tending and watching over those who are 
painfully unlike themselves, and unmindful of their blessed 
ministries. 

If, then, we find ourselves shrinking from duty, when it 
seems unpleasant; unwilling in our obedience, when our 
work is not to our mind ; drawing back from God's service 
when we cannot choose our own way ; inclined to murmur, 
when all is not bright and prosperous ; O surely we are 
making a very unworthy return for all our Heavenly Fa- 
ther's Love to us. Surely the Holy Angels, as they look 
upon us, have very small occasion to rejoice I 

Seek we, then, for Grace that our Obedience may be- 
come day by day more and more like that of the blessed 
Angels. In all matters, great or small; in all places, 
public or private ; at all times and seasons, let us strive 
cheerfully and heartily, lovingly and patiently, faithfully 
and perseveringly, to do or suffer '^ the Will of our 
Heavenly Father ;" ever striving to be instruments in 
His Hands of blessing to all around; ever gladly yielding 
our wills to His, and rejoicing in all that His Holy Will 
should be done. 

Then we shall be the more inclined and enabled to join 
the Holy Angels in their never-ceasing songs of praise. 
Whether they are around the Throne, or sent forth to 
minister to the heirs of salvation on earth; whether bowing 
down with veiled faces before the Majesty of Goo, or sent 



153 Tie Ministry of Angels. 



forth to accomplish Hrs Will to the ntmost bonnds of 
Creation, from them arise the unending, unwearying hymns 
of adoration, love, and praise : 

"Holt, Holt, Holt," 

is the SoNO which never dies away ! And, truly, we 
that have been redeemed by the Savioue's Blood, and 
quickened by the Holt Sfibit of God, should not be 
wanting in rendering the tribute of our grateful hearts. 
Our voices, ever and anon, should blend with those of the 
Holy Angels, while continually from our*grateful spirits 
the offering of praise and thanksgiving should ascend to 
our Heavenly Father, acceptable to Him for the sake of 
the King of Saints and Angels, our Blessed Lord and 
Saviotjk. 

Endeavouring to live in such a way as this, we shall of 
a truth become each day better prepared for the place our 
dear Lord has won for us in Heaven. Earthly tempers 
shall by degrees die out in us. The temptations of the 
world, the flesh, and the devil, shall have less and less 
power to lead us into sin. Evil passions and carnal desires 
shall become more and more mortified. "The fruits of 
the Spirit'* shall abound in us ; " love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temper- 
ance." We shall be continually endued with greater de- 
grees of heavenly-mindedness. Our spiritual capacities 
shall be enlarged. We shall become more and more fitted 
to enjoy the fulness and perfection of Bliss, which God's 
Presence in Heaven affords: the more in readiness for 
that solemn, awful, yet most blessed hour, when our 
Heavenly Father shall send forth His ministering Spirits 
to fetch us, the heirs of salvation, to our Eternal Home in 
the Heavenly Inheritance, to inherit the Kingdom pre- 
pared for us before the foundation of the World. 
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O shall not the hope and the prospect of this blessed- 
ness encourage and animate us to strive with all our might 
to attain unto it ? It is true that we are weak in ourselves, 
and frail by nature^ but are we not called upon to rejoice 
in such Tokens of our Heavenly Father's Love and Care 
as leave us no grounds to fear for our final salvation, pro- 
vided we be not wanting to ourselves? If only we set 
our wills firmly and jaerseveringly to do our Father's 
Will, all shall be well. His Strength shall be made 
perfect in our weakness, and ^*He shall give His Angels 
charge concerning" us to keep us in all our ways. It 
may be a work of great difficulty, it may take a long time, 
we may have to watch, and fight, and pray : we may have 
to patiently advance step by step in gaining the victory 
over our passions, desires, inclinations, tempers, habits, 
and sins ; yet still if our faith fail not, we shall be in the 
end more than conqueror. The Holy Angels, who are 
sent to succour and defend us, shall rejoice over our 
strivings, and rejoice at last with us in our success; when 
we ascribe all the glory and all the praise to Him "Who 
loved us, and gave Himself for us.'' Aye, tien shall 
every discord for ever cease. Fightings and striving^ 
shall be no more. For all evil shall be for ever banished. 
Obedience to the Will of God shall be in all its perfection 
of Beauty and Blessedness. One universal Song of love 
and adoration and thanksgiving from redeemed mankind 
and all the Angelic Hosts, shall ascend with unutterable 
joy, even "Blessing, and Honour, and Glory, and Power, 
be unto Him That sitteth upon the Throne and unto the 
Lamb for ever and ever." 



SERMON XX. 
^t Autumnal dSmbtt 9Eeelt. 



ST. LUKE vi. 12, 13. 

'' And it came to pass in those days^ that He went out into 
a mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to 
God, And when it was day^ He called unto Him His Dis- 
ciples : and of them He chose Twelve, whom also He named 
Apostles^ 

nPHE Aatumn Ember Season again reminds us of the 
•^ wondrous Love of Almighty God, and our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

We have been surrounded by the tokens of the Harvest, 
by the fruits of which our bodies are nourished and fed. 
But we know that the Word of God tells us of another 
harvest, in which our immortal souls are especially con- 
cerned. Our Blessed Lord, when He was on earth, spake 
of the whole world as the Harvest Field ; and when He 
beheld the multitudes of the children of men thronging 
His steps, fainting and wandering, "as sheep without 
a shepherd,^' He was moved with compassion, and said, 
'^ the Harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few : 
pray ye therefore the Lord of the Harvest that He will 
send forth labourers into His Harvest." 

In obedience to this command of our compassionate 
Saviour, the faithful members of His Church are now 
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lifting up their supplications to the Throne of Grace. We 
now cry mightily unto our Heavenly Father Who has 
purchased unto Himself an universal Church, by the 
Precious Blood of His dear Son, that He will " mercifully 
look upon the same." We pray that He will guide the 
Bishops and Pastors of His Plock in making careful choice 
of fit and tried men for the OflBce and Work of the ministry 
of His Holy Gospel. And we earnestly beseech Him for 
an abundant outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon those 
who are duly called and sent to labour in the Harvest 
Field of the Lord ; so that, both by their life and doctrine, 
they may set forth His Glory, and set forward the salva- 
tion of all men. 

For more than eighteen centuries has this work been 
carried on ; and great has been the measure of success with 
which God has prospered it. It seemed very small in its 
beginning, but very large and very blessed have been the 
results which have sprung from it : a multitude of immor- 
tal souls which no man can number, have been gathered 
out of a perishing world, and placed for ever beneath the 
safe-keeping of " the Lord of the Harvest/' and none shall 
pluck them out of His Hand. 

But if much has been done, there is very much more 
that remains to be done. The greater part of the world 
still lieth in wickedness, and is full of heathen darkness 
and Satan's cruel habitations. The vast majority of the 
human family are scattered and wandering, as sheep having 
no shepherd, destitute of the means of Grace, ignorant of 
the One True God, without a knowledge of the Saviour's 
Love, and unenlightened by the Holy Ghost. Whole 
nations have been born into the world, and lived, and 
passed into eternity, without ever hearing of the Name of 
Him by Whom alone we can be saved. Many tribes and 



156 I%e Autumnal Ember Week. 

- - - - — 

kingdoms are still slaves to the most degrading idolatries and 
defiling superstitions, never hearing the voice of the Gospel 
messengers, who are charged with the Good Tidings of Him 
Who came to bring " peace on earth, and good will to- 
wards men," by delivering them from the powers of evil, 
and restoring them to the freedom and the love of the 
children of God. 

And, as the thought of the condition of these benighted 
ones fills our minds with sorrow, and as we think of the 
vast efforts which should be made to help them, shall we 
not with renewed earnestness attend to the Words of our 
Lord, '' the Harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers 
are few : pray ye therefore the Lord of the Harvest to send 
forth laboureris into His Harvest P*' 

Even in our own land, there is very much of the com- 
passionate Saviottr's Work that remains undone. Not 
only in our large towns, but also in our country Parislies, 
there are thousands of our people living in wickedness and 
vice, almost as ignorant of God as if they were in a land* 
where the Holy Gospel had been never preached 1 O well 
may our hearts be deeply pained, as we reflect upon the 
multitudes who are living as if this life were all, and dying 
as if there were no judgment-seat to stand before, no ever- 
lasting happiness for the righteous, no eternal torments of 
hell to be endured by the wicked ! And well may we be 
stirred up to do what we can, according to our station and 
degree, to remedy this very awful state of things. 

Now to encourage us in doing this, we are able to look 
with reverent love upon what our Blessed Saviour did, as 
He was about to establish that sacred ministry, by which 
Hb would set up His Holy Church, and gather into it the 
souls of perishing men, that they might be saved through 
Him for ever. 
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" It came to pass in those days, that He went out into 
a mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer 
to God/' 

the vastness — the greatness — and the glory, of the 
Work that was then before the Well-Beloved Son of God ! 
He had come down from Heaven io do the Father's 
Will. He had taken Man's nature upon Him ; and now, 
as perfect Man, He would carry on that work whereby 
fallen man should be restored to the favour of God. He 
stood Alone, spotless, sinless, righteous, in a world which 
had fallen away from God : and His Work was to recon- 
cile that world to God. The dominion of this world had 
been usurped by the great Enemy of God and man ; and 
His Work was to cast out " the Prince of this world," and 
make mankind inheritors of the Kingdom of Heaven. And 
O, it is not for us to penetrate the fearful vision which was 
present before Him, Who was perfect God as well as per- 
fect Man ! Sin, in all its loathsomeness, in all its bitter 
consequences, in all its eternal ruin : Satan and the powers 
of darkness, in all their awful power and cruel malice: 
Mankind, generations upon generations, in all their varied 
conditions of ignorance, depravity, misery and woe ; all this 
presented a spectacle too terrible for merely mortal eye to 
look upon. But, behold we our Lord, with the perfect 
knowledge of all this, spending the night in prayer to God. 
The veil of silence is drawn over those Divine Communings, 
but it is ours to rejoice in the most blessed results that 
have flowed to us from them. 

For ** when it was day. He called unto Him His Disci- 
ples : and of them He chose Twelve, whom also He named 
Apostles." And thus the Foundation-stones of His holy 
Church were laid, and provision was made that the Words 
of the Gospel Message should be borne unto all lauds, and 
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the Glad Tidings of good things should be proclaimed unto 
the ends of the world. 

There are two points, then, which especially present 
themselves to our reverent attention. 

The first is, that our Lobd eiigaged in long-continued 
and earnest prayer, before He took the important step by 
which His Work of saving Grace was to be continually 
carried on. 

The second is, that Hb chose and ordained human instru- 
ments for this Work : He made men the channels of His 
Grace to their fellow-men. 

We see at once, therefore, how good it is that we should 
duly observe the Ember seasons of the Church. For at 
these times, the Ordination of fresh labourers takes place 
for the OfSce and Work of the Christian Ministry : faithful 
men are called and tried and duly sent to labour in the 
Vineyard of the Lord, to carry on the Harvest of souls in 
the Church of God. 

After the Example of our Blessed Lord Himself we 
should, then, indeed " watch unto prayer." As members 
of His Church, we should do our utmost to help forward 
the Great and Mighty Work of glorifying God, by the 
saving of the souls of those "for whom Christ died." 
Very earnest should be our prayers for those who are or- 
dained to be " Ministers of Christ, and Stewards of the 
Mysteries of God." In every lawful way, should we strive 
to help them in the Work which the Lord has given them 
to do for Him. Very reverent should be our regard for 
the sacred OfiBce which they bear : remembering from 
Whom they have received it. "As My Father hath 
sent Me, even so send I you," said our Lord to His first 
Apostles, when He breathed upon them, and also said, 
** Eeceive ye the Holy Ghost." " Lo I am with you 
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alway^ even unto the end of the world*' was His parting 
Promise to them, when He had charged them to " preach 
the Gospel to every creature," and was about to ascend to 
the Throne of His Glory in Heaven. And so, from age to 
age, the Office of the ministry has been handed down. So, 
in every generation. Bishops and Pastors have been duly 
consecrated and ordained for the Work of God. And so, 
in this our day, our Bishops, and Priests, and Deacons 
have, in their several degrees, succeeded to the sacred OflSce 
in an unbroken line from those very Apostles upon whom 
the Lord Himself breathed and filled with the Holt 
Ghost. 

But what mortal man is sufficient for such an Office? 
Truly none of himself. No : we are not " sufficient of our- 
selves to think anything as of ourselves : our sufficiency 
is of God.*' "We have this treasure in earthen vessels 
that the excellency of the power may be of God and not of 
man.*' And, because our Bishops and Pastors are men of 
like infirmities with ourselves, we should therefore be the 
more earnest in our prayers to God for them, that Hb 
will endue them with His Heavenly Strength. The sacred 
Office of the ministry, indeed, is not impaired by their un- 
worthiness. The channels of Divine Grace are open to all 
the faithful by their ministry, notwithstanding their own 
weakness and frailty. After they have preached the Gospel 
to others to their salvation, they themselves may be cast- 
away. In charity, then, pray for them ; for they are in 
the greater danger from the very nature of their sacred 
calling. Pray for them most earnestly; for the more 
faithful and devoted they are, the more the Work will be 
carried on, and the Gharch enlarged, and the Harvest of 
souls prosper. O pray for them, for great are the bin- 
drances, and grievous the seeming disappointments they 
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meet with in the Work. Win for them Grace to uphold 
them : to endue them with the like faithfulness of the first 
Apostles and Evangelists : the like patient love of St. John^ 
the zeal of St. Peter^ the burning ardour of St. Paul. Praj 
for them that they may never faint nor fail^ but that their 
own lives may set forth the sweetness and the beauty of 
those holy doctrines which they are appointed to teach. 
Waste not words in finding fault with them. If they err^ 
beseech God to have mercy upon them: and be careful 
never to place a stumbling-block in their way. Waste not 
energy in talking about the merits or demerits of the 
Bishops and Pastors of the Plock of God. Let the thought 
of Whose Servants they are^ hinder you from speaking 
of them in an improper manner^ or doing anything to dis- 
credit the sacred ofSce they bear, in the eyes of others or 
your own. But seek ye to profit by the blessings they are 
empowered to dispense, the means of Grace they are au- 
thorized to administer in their Heavenly Master's Name. 
Their very presence amongst you, is a Token of the Savi- 
oub's unfailing Love^ a Eemembrancer of your need of 
preparation for a better world. 

To that Loving Savioub, and to that better world let 
our hearts and minds now especially ascend. He, Who 
once went out into the mountain to pray, has now gone to 
the Father's Right Hand : He Who once '^ continued 
all night in prayer to God,'' now never ceaseth '^ to make 
intercession for us." Let our alms and prayers go up 
before Him, that He may present them to God. Let our 
work and devotion be ofi'eced through Him to the Glory of 
God the Father. Then may we hope for a Blessing 
from on high : the Work of saving Grace shall prosper ; 
the Good Lord shall give the Word, and great shall be 
*^ the company of the preachers ;" the Word of God shall 
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have such success that, feeble though the human instru- 
ments, it shall " never be spoken in vain." The Church of 
the Living Gk)D shall go on spreading throughout the 
world: so that from every clime and nation, from every 
kindred and tongue, the harvest of souls shall be gathered 
in, to swell the hosts of the redeemed, to fill the mansions 
of Heaven, and to redound to the Glory of God. 



M 



SEEMON XXI. 
Cfiristian progress. 



PHILIP, i. 9—11. 

^^ And this I pray ^ that your love may abound yet more and 
more tn knowledge and in all judgment ; that ye may approve 
things that are excellent ; that ye may he sincere and without 
offence till the Bay of Cbeist; being filed with the fruits of 
righteousness which are by Jsaus Christ^ unto the glory and 
praise of Ood'* 

A S year by year approaches towards its end^ we are met 
'^ by the solemn warning, that '* the coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh." And we are called upon to use increased 
watchfulness and diligence, in order that we may be pre- 
pared "to stand before Him when He appeareth." For 
we are in the condition of members of a Household or 
Family, whose Lord and Mastbb has gone "to a far 
country, to receive for Himself a Kingdom and to return.'* 
And as this Family is the Church and Household of God, 
we, each one of us, are placed in a position of great trust, 
and have to fulfil many important duties. According to 
our several ability, we have to occupy the talents committed 
to our charge : we have to do our appointed work, and to 
be found faithful in all that concerns our conduct to our 
Heavenly Father and our brethren, the fellow-members 
with us in the Household of God. And thus are we to 
be making preparation to render a good account, when 
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the Lord shall come again 'Ho render unto every man 
according to his works.'' 

And since year by year, and even day by day, brings us 
nearer and nearer to the Judgment Seat, so also should 
we be found further and further advanced in fitness for it. 
We should be making continual progress in GoDliness, 
daily growing in Grace, and our lives more and more com- 
pletely under the influence of the spirit of true religion. 
!For it is necessary that the Apostolic Prayer should be 
fulfilled on our hehalf as well as on that of the early Chris- 
tians, that our '^ love may abound yet more and more in 
knowledge and in all judgment ;" that we '' may approve 
things that are excellent;" that we ''may be sincere and 
without offence till the Day of Ghbist; being filled with 
the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ^ 
unto the Glory and Praise of God.*' 

Now we know this constant progress and continual ad- 
vance cannot be effected without encountering much oppo- 
sition, and overcoming many difficulties. Por we are in 
an enemy's country. The Church of Christ, of which we 
are members, is " militant" or fighting " here upon earth." 
The Household of God, of which we form a part, is in 
a state of trial in the midst of "a world that lieth in 
wickedness." On every side temptations abound which 
would turn us away from the path of God's Command- 
ments, and incline us to forget the account which we must 
one day give. And, in endeavouring to abound in the 
fruits or works of righteousness, we have to strive against 
the sloth and tendency to self-indulgence which cleaves to 
our fallen nature. And, besides the frailty of our own 
hearts, we have also to encounter the difficulties arising 
from the conduct, and temper^ and infirmities of our 
brethren and fellow-members. 
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Thus firom within and from without, from friends and 
foes, great and continoal obstacles arise to hinder ns from 
making a dne advance in the way of Gonliness. How are 
we to overcome them? Sorelj it must be by seeking 
through every ordained means of Grace that the Spultt of 
Divine Love may be poured into our hearts. This shall 
enable us to make sure progress, in spite of all the diffi- 
culties which may assail us. As we abound more and 
more in Divine Loys, or Charity, we shall find ourselves 
strengthened to overcome every obstacle, and advance on 
our way in safety. 

O seek we, then, that the Spibit of God Who is Lots 
may dwell in our hearts more and more fully. Then shall 
we be instructed in Divine Knowledge, and have a right 
Judgment and understanding in all things. We shall be 
taught what to love, and how to love. We shall be guided 
what to choose and what to refuse. We shall ''approve 
things that are excellent.'' We shall not be deceived by 
vanities, nor beguiled by false appearances. We shall 
know the path of duty, and how to walk along it. We 
shall know our appointed work, and how to do it. We 
shall perceive our allotted place in the Household of God, 
and how to fill it. We shall know our dangers, and how 
to avoid them. 

And the Holy Spibit shall also give us a right under- 
standing as regards ourselves, so that by His Almighty 
Grace we shall he "sincere, and without offence." We 
shall know our own utter weakness, but we shall also have 
revealed to us the secret of Divine Strength. Cherishing 
within us the abiding Presence of the heart-searching God, 
we shall not be able to endure the taint of insincerity, 
hypocrisy, or untruthfulness. Possessing a constant sense 
of the Gaze upon our souls of the God Who hateth ini- 
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quity, we shall not be able to suffer any offence against 
6oD or man to lurk within us. And, bearing in mind 
how much we have had forgiven us, we shall not for 
a moment harbour a spirit of unforgiveness against any of 
our brethren who may happen to do us wrong. 

Andy continuing faithful, all shall be well even unto the 
end. For " He, Who hath begun a good work'* in us, 
"will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.** The 
Oifts and Graces of the Holt Spirit shall make them- 
selves manifest in the actions of our daily lives. The fruits 
of righteousness shall spring forth, and advance towards 
perfection. We shall approve ourselves as the members 
of Christ, by following His Example and being conformed 
to His Likeness. We shall make it evident that we are 
of '* the Household of God," by abiding in " the Commu- 
nion of Saints/* and by glorifying God both in our bodies 
and spirits which are His. 

Can we say with truth that we are humbly, yet earnestly 
endeavouring to live such a life as this ? Indeed we ought 
to be : for this is *^ the Gonly and the Christian Life** to 
which we were pledged when, in Holy Baptism, we were 
received into the family or Household of God. Our 
Church-membership requires this of us: for '^our pro- 
fession is to follow the Example of our Saviour Christ, 
and to be made like unto Him, that as He died and rose 
again for us, so should we, who are baptized, die from sin, 
and rise again unto righteousness; continually mortifying 
all our evil and corrupt affections, and daily proceeding 
in all virtue and GoDliness of living.** 

Are we, then, making this daily advance? There can 
be no standing still in the Christian Life ; for if we are 
not continually rising to a higher and a higher level, we 
are falling back ; since time waits for no man, and each 
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day, as it passes, brings us so much the nearer to ''the 
Day of Christ/' " The path of the just is as a shining 
light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect Day." 

Does our '' love abound more and more in knowledge 
and in all judgment?" Experience comes with age and 
trial. And as we grow in years, we should also '' grow in 
grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ." Increased experience should bring in- 
creased love. Has it done so with us ? Is our love of 
God and our love to man becoming stronger and stronger? 
And is it becoming more and more, an intelligent and dis- 
criminating Love P The beloved Disciple saith, " We have 
known and believed the Love which God hath to us." 
And it is from Gk)D's Love to us that our love is quick- 
ened towards Him, and also embraces our brethren for 
His Sake. If then our love to God or man is cold and 
dead, surely it must be because we have not a due percep- 
tion of God's Love to us. If, also, our affections are set 
upon improper objects, or our hearts unduly engrossed by 
any person or thing, it is plain that we have not that per- 
sonal knowledge and experience of the Love of God which 
we ought to have. 0, if this be the case with any of us, 
let us lose no time in awakening from a state so dangerous, 
and so unworthy of us ! With hearty repentance, let us 
put from us any and everything that might hinder God's 
Love from resting upon us fully, and our Love from rising 
to Him devotedly in return. Let no sins, or unhallowed 
affections, with their foul blots and awful shadows, inter- 
cept the Light and Warmth of His Love from enlighten- 
ing and fostering our souls. But let us, in awful rever- 
ence, meditate much upon His marvellous Love ; how Hb 
shewed forth His Love to us in our Creation, how Hb 
manifests it continually in our Preservation day by day. 
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but how^ above all> He made It known in our Bedempiion 
by the Oift and Sacrifice and Death of His Only Begotten 
Son ; and also how unceasingly He waits to impart to us 
this most wondrous Love through the ministration of the 
Spirit in His Churchy wherein He has adopted us for His 
Children, that we may be prepared for an eternal Home in 
the House of our Father in Heaven. 0, as we are en- 
abled to grasp this blessed Beality in our hearts, we too 
shall exclaim with the Beloved Disciple, "We love 
Him, because He first loved us;'' and we also shall be 
strengthened to obey, when it is declared that '^ this com- 
mandment we have from Him, that he who loveth God, 
love his brother also/' 

And by contintied meditation, and by perseverance* in 
obedience, we shall be strengthened by the Holy Spirit 
to abound in love yet more and more. For reverent and 
careful thoughts about God's Love shall cause our hearts 
to pour forth their love in holy prayers and grateful praises, 
shall draw us to the House of God that we may realize 
more and more the blessed truth of our adoption into His 
Family, shall bring us to the Holy Communion that we 
may know more and more of the ^* Love of Christ Which 
passeth Knowledge,'' that we may " be filled with all the 
Fuhiess of God." 

Be we most careful that we never slight nor resist the 
GoDly motions of the Holy Spirit, when He would lead 
us on to such Blessedness as this. Let us not neglect day 
by day to secure some time for religious thought about 
God's unspeakable Love to us. Those of us whose time 
is most occupied can surely find sufficient opportunity in 
the morning, or at noon, or night, for prayerfully think- 
ing about some one or more of the Ways in which God 
has declared His Love for their souls, and also of marking 
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how that unceasing Love is continually burning towards us 
in all the events of our daily lives. how such thoughts 
sweeten all that befalls God's faithful children in the diffi- 
culties of this life of trial ! God's Love is like the sun 
shining upon the waves of life's troubled sea, telling of 
peace^ and calm^ and happiness where all is secure. 

And if our holy thoughts are accompanied by holy 
prayers, and carried out into holy actions, then the fruits 
of righteousness are seen in us '* to the Glory and Praise 
of God." For the Light of God's Truth is the Guide of 
our daily life. The Knowledge of God's Love is the mo- 
tive of what we think and do and say. And so we shall 
be preserved from evil, and directed in what is excellent. 
So- also we shall be enabled to be sincere and without 
offence. Por if we abide in the Love of God, the Holy 
Spirit shall gift us with a right judgment in all things. 
We shall be Christians indeed in whom is no guile. We 
shall speak the Truth, and we shall speak it in love, that 
we offend not others; and we shall be delivered from 
offence ourselves. Thus shall we wait for the Return of 
our Lord. So shall we endeavour to occupy the talents 
committed to our keeping. Thus shall we do the Work 
He has appointed for us to fulfil. And whether He come 
speedily, or His Coming may be delayed, all that are thus 
faithful shall be prepared to meet Him. All, who, by His 
Spirit's Power are filled with the fruits of righteousness 
shall be ready for His Appearing : in them shall He be 
glorified, and their lives of devoted Love shall be seen to 
be " to the Glory and Praise of God." 



SEKMON XXn- 
Wift ©nitg of t^e ifamils of ffioti. 



The Feast of S. Simon and S. Jnde* 



ST. JOHN XV. 19. 
'^ I have chosen you out of the world,^^ 

n OD is One, and the Family of God is One. Distance 
^ cannot separate its Members; nor time divide them. 
For God hath knit them together in one, in the mystical 
Body of His Dear Son. So the blessed in Paradise and 
the faithful upon earth still hold communion with each 
other. And on this holy feast Day, it is our privilege to 
endeavour to realize this communion. For the holy Apo- 
stles St. Simon and St. Jude are our elder brethren in the 
Lord.' With them, and with the "Angels and Arch- 
angels and all the company of Heaven,'' we may join in 
the worship and adoration of God ; and share the joy and 
blessedness which that worship brings. 

It is the worship and adoration of God that alone brings 
unfailing joy and true blessedness. For it is the Spirit 
of Christ, — God the Holy Ghost, the Comporter, — 
that enables the children of God to render this worship, 
and communicates to them this blessedness. 

And each and all of the Members of God's Family are 
to render this worship and service according to their sta- 
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tion and degree : some in a state of glory and rest : some 
in a state of conflict and probation. 

The elect Angels had their choice^ and once for all, they 
clave unto their God, and became His blessed ones for 
ever. And in that blissful condition they do His Will : 
adoring Him before the throne : fulfilling His good plea- 
sure in everything: and ministering to the heirs of sal- 
vation. 

Apostles, Prophets, Martyrs, Saints of every age, who 
proved faithful unto death, their souls " are in the Hand 
of God, and there shall no torment touch them/' Yea 
though ''in the sight of the unwise they seemed to die: 
and their departure is taken for misery, and their going 
from us to be utter destruction; yet they are in peace,'' 
and " their hope is full of immortality." They are in the 
Lord, and so their spirits do live with God, and their 
souls are in joy and felicity. They rest from their labours, 
with every danger passed, every trial over. They did the 
work on earth their Lord had given them to do : and now 
their bodies sleep in peace, while their spirits are refreshed 
in Paradise, the Garden of Delights. So, in longing, joyful 
expectation, they await their perfect consummation and 
bliss in God's eternal and everlasting Glory. 

But the worship and service of God's children on earth 
is carried on in a different condition. They have still to 
endure the burden of the flesh. Theirs is a state of con- 
flict. Their probation is not yet over, their final victory 
not yet won. They are still militant members of Christ's 
Body, not yet triumphant. 

And if we are indeed God's children, this is our state. 
Our Lord has in truth chosen us out of the world : but 
still our appointed place of trial is in the world. He has 
called us unto Himself, and made us Members of His 
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Body, and partakers of His Spirit^ and so our condition 
is, even now, a very blessed one. But we are not yet safe 
from danger. We are daily, hourly, exposed to tempta- 
tions and trials. The Powers of darkness are bent upon 
our destruction. We are surrounded by evil influences. 
The triple force of the world, the flesh, and the devil, is 
being constantly exerted to draw us away from our Lord, 
and make our calling and election all in vain. Many and 
various are the obstacles and hindrances that oppose our 
doing the work our Lord has appointed us to do. To be 
m the world, and yet not ^the world is no easy matter. 
Its vain pleasures will tempt. Its C^lse flatteries will allure. 
And, O more dangerous than all, the evil one full often 
assaults under the specious disguise of an Angel of light. 
The world is now professedly Christian. The ''religious 
world" has a standard of its own, a self-complacent, self* 
indulgent standard: a standard in which %elf denial and 
daily bearing of the Cross have no place: but in which 
zeal and true devotion are severely condemned. It puts 
amiability in the place of holiness, and outward propriety in 
the place of Holy Obedience. The surrender of the whole 
heart and affections, and the devotion of the whole being 
to Him Who bought us with His most precious Blood, 
it regards as visionary and extravagant. Aye : wide is the 
gate : broad is the way : easy-flowing is the current, which 
is so invitingly spread out before us. Pressing are the 
invitations, to do as many do : not to be singular : not to 
be more strict than is necessary : not to set ourselves up as 
being better or wiser than others. Alas ! in these, and in 
a thousand other like ways, does the cruel Tempter assail 
us : and with what success, many a bitter remembrance of 
our conscience, perhaps, can testify. 

But yet amid all these temptations we are not to despond. 
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If the conflict is severe, grace is offered us proportioned to 
our need. Our Lobd does not grow weaiy of His own. 
He has chosen us out of the world: and He will not 
desert us in those trials which His wisdom sees it neces- 
sary we should endure in order to fit us for His Presence 
in another and a better world. The trial of our faith 
worketh patience : and when patience has had its perfect 
work, we shall be " perfect and entire, wanting nothing/' 
It is ours to tread in the steps of those faithful ones who 
have gone before. Their victories are a pledge to us of 
our own, if only, like them, we strive to be '^ strong in the 
Lord, and in the power of His Might." They allowed 
nothing to separate them from the Love of Christ : not 
even persecution^ nor distress, nor nakedness, nor peri], 
nor sword: nay, in all these things they were more than 
conquerors through Him Who loved them. Faithful in 
Life, they were faithful unto death : and in that their last 
and greatest need, the Lord they served did not forsake 
them : for He gathered them to Himself that they might 
be His for ever. 

Let us then accept with humble thankfulness whatever 
it shall be our Lord's Will that we should endure. It is 
He Himself, Who is infinite Love, that appoints our 
portion. It is He Himself Who is infinite Wisdom, 
that allots us our trials. He knaws what we are. He 
knows what He would have us to be. And He knows 
what will enable us to become what He would have us be. 
How we may serve Him, and in what we may serve Him, 
He best knows. So it is our blessed privilege to commit 
ourselves, all that we have, and all that we are, into His 
gracious Hands; and in all things, and at all times, to 
follow the Guidance of His Good Spirit. And under 
this unfailing Guidance^ our lives shall indeed be fruitful 
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in those acts of faith, and labours of love, which are so 
precious in the Sight of Him, Who hath chosen us to be 
His. Own. In all things, the least as well as in the 
greatest, we shall adorn the doctrine of God our Sayigub. 
It shall be manifest that our Lord has called us out of the 
world, because " our conversation is in Heaven/' It shall 
be evident that we are not strangers to God's Family nor 
foreigners to the Heavenly Jerusalem, but are fellow- 
citizens with the Saints and of the Household of God; 
because we " are built upon the foundation of the Apostles 
and Prophets" in that Holy Temple, of which our Lobd 
Jesxjs Christ is " the Chief Comer Stone.*' 

In that Holy Temple, founded upon the Bock of Ages, 
is to be, if we will, our everlasting Home ! Out of this 
perishing world hath our Lord chosen us, that as living 
stones we might be built in, and fill the places assigned to 
us in the ''House not made with hands, eternal in the 
Heavens/' For His own has our Lord chosen us, that in 
Him we might each one in our several places and degrees 
be fitly framed together, and " grow unto an Holy Temple 
in the Lord:" and so, in Him, ''built together for an 
habitation of God through the Spirit." 

O ! is it so indeed I Then every action of our lives 
should be an act of Devotion, or Service, or Praise : offered 
up to Him Who dwelleth in us, and in Whom we dwell. 
The commonest acts of a Christian's every-day life must 
then be performed in such a spirit as to form part of that 
Sacrifice of praise which is to be offered unto God con- 
tinually. Every earthly temper, every desire of our carnal 
will must be sacrificed upon the Altar of the Love of 
Christ. While the fires of God's Holy Spirit fill us 
with the warmth of Divine Love and the Light of Divine 
Truth, they must consume all our tendencies to worldliness. 
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self-love, and self-indalgence. The trials of our faith, the 
crosses and contradictions which meet us in oar daily 
duty, mast be cheerfally embraced in the spirit of patient 
anwearying love : for are they not as blows from the hand 
of the All-wise Master-bailder, whereby He would remove 
all roughness, and every blemish from us, so polishing us, 
and making us fit to fill our appointed places in His Holy 
Temple? And what of our bereavements? When those 
we love in Christ are taken away, are they separated from 
usf no I ''To depart and be with Christ is far better" 
for them : and while we are m» Christ, we must be one 
with them still. It is true the bodily eye can no longer 
look opon their outward form : but '' we walk by faith, not 
by sight/' Onr Lord has called the faithful departed more 
closely into Himself, that He may draw us more entirely 
unto Himself. Their earthly trial is over ; and they have 
entered into rest. We a little longer wait : encouraged by 
the bright hope that, if like them we are faithful unto the 
end, we shall in due time be called to rejoice with them in 
their state of more especial blessedness. 

And what of our own departure? That which we call 
death, shall not separate us from Christ, nor from those 
we love in Him. ''Whether we live, we live unto the 
Lord ; or whether we die, we die unto the Lord. Whe- 
ther therefore we live or die, we are the Lord's." No : 
the separation of soul and body, for a time, is not separa- 
tion from Christ : Nay, the spirit being absent from the 
body, is more especially present with the Lord : while the 
body is most unspeakably precious in the sight of Him, 
Who by His Incarnation re-created it, by His Precious 
Blood redeemed and cleansed it, and by His Holy Spirit 
dwelt within it. Yes : our bodies shall " deep in Jesus/' 
shall pass through that final change which is to fit them for 
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tabernacles of our sanctified spirits at the restitution of all 
things. Then^ at His Gall^ they shall awake and arise : 
awake up after His Likeness. Then^ all the faithful shall 
have their '' perfect consummation and bliss, both in body 
and soul/' For, purified and made spiritual^ every one 
shall be found perfectly prepared to fill their places in the 
Heavenly Temple. All shall fit together in the most exact 
order, and with the most perfect symmetry. The graces 
and virtues of each shall blend with one another, and reflect 
upon one another the dazzling brightness and beauty which 
each derives from the Chief Comer Stone, the Light, the 
Joy, the Sun of all. Then the Temple of the Lord shall 
be complete. The Unity or Oneness of the Family of God 
shall be plainly seen. The Worship and Service of God 
shall be in all perfection. Angels and Archangels, Cheru- 
bim and Seraphim, Apostles and Prophets, Martyrs and 
Saints, shall join together in swelling that New Song, 
which shall then go up before the Throne for ever and 
ever. 

O, is not the Yision which is thus unfolded before the 
eye of faith, a most blessed one ? By God's Help, then, 
let us live in such a manner that it may become more and 
more a Reality to us. It is most real in itself, and its out- 
lines are inscribed in characters broad and deep upon the 
inspired pages of God's Holy Word. And though by 
reason of the weahnesa of our faith we may be able only to 
see as through a glass, darkly : though our sins have 
dimmed our sight even like clouds that come between us 
and the sun, yet that Holy Temple is a Glorious Reality, 
shining, serene and clear, far above the reach of earthly 
mists and powers of darkness. And if we, in hearty re- 
pentance and earnest faith cleave wholly unto our Lord, 
He will make His Temple and His Service become more 
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and more a Reality to us. If we abide in the doctrine and 
fellowship of His Apostles and Prophets, by the power of 
the Holt Spirit following their examples and obeying 
their teaching, more especially by being constant in prayer 
and frequent at the Holy Commauion, some rays of Hea- 
venly Brightness shall ever and anon, even now, shine npon 
onr soals, blessed pledges and earnests of the Glory which 
is beyond the veiL And, at the last, when all earthly sha- 
dows shall have for ever passed away, we shall behold face to 
face. The Beality of Heavenly Things shall shine before 
ns more brightly than the unclouded noon-day sun. And 
when the world, out of which our loving Lord hath chosen 
us, shall be burned up ; when all its pomp, its gaieties, its 
grandeur, its frivolities, its riches, its pride, and its wicked- 
ness shall be destroyed : we shall for ever adore the Love 
of HiH, Who rescued us poor sinners of earth, and changed 
us, and fitted us by any discipline, however painful, for 
saints in Heaven. 



SEKMON XXni. 
STIje Eecoflnitian of Ciiristian IPribilegeg. 



HEBREWS vi. 6. 

" Ha/oe tasted the good Word of God^ and the powers of the 

world to cofne." 

TT sometimes happens^ that we are not sensible of the 
^ valae of a thing until we have lost it. 

May God, of His great mercy grant, that this may not 
be the case with respect to the exceeding blessedness of our 
estate as Christians. 

The Holy A^postle, in declaring how utterly lost they are 
who wilfully sin against the light, rejecting the Atonement 
of the Son of God and quenching within them the Spirit 
of Grace, is led to mention the great and awful privileges 
which they thus despised and forfeited. 

He says — " it is impossible for those who were once en- 
lightened, and have tasted of the Heavenly Gift, and were 
made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the 
good Word of God, and the powers of the world to come, 
if they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repent- 
ance ; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God 
afresh, and put Him to an open shame/^ 

And again, He speaks of the apostate Christian as one 
'' who has trodden under foot the Son of God, and counted 
the Blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, 

N 
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an unholy thingj and done despite unto the Spirit of 
Grace." 

Now these anspeakable blessings^ which the wicked set 
at noaght and lose^ are ows^ if we are faithful and true; 
ours, to share in now, and profit by to our present peace 
&nd happiness : ours, to rejoice in hereafter to our eternal 
salvation and glory* 

It concerns us, therefore, to make it evident in our daily 
lives that we are conscious of being of the number of those 
who *^were once enlightened" Among the early Chris* 
tians, the Sacrament of Holy Baptism was spoken of, as 
the '^ Sacrament of enlightenment or illumination,'' and 
those who were baptized, were called " the illuminated or 
enlightened.'' And with good reason. For by nature, 
we are all in a state of darkness, because of our being 
bom in sin. It is with our souls, as it was with this our 
earth at the first. In the beginning, the earth was '^ void ; 
and darkness was upon the face of the deep." But " the 
Spirit of Odd moved upon the face of the waters :" and 
at the Word of God, the Light flashed forth : and behold 
all was life and beauty ; where before all was darkness and 
confusion! So also, when the Holt Spirit brooded 
over the Waters of Baptism, and the Thrice- Holy Words 
of our Lord were uttered, we, who were sometimes dark* 
ness, became " Light in the Lord." Upon us, who were 
** sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death," has the 
Light arisen. Being ''born again of Water and the 
Spirit," we became Children of God, Who is Light; 
and, therefore, we are "the children of Light." "God, 
Who commanded the Light to shine out of darkness, hath 
shined in our hearts to give the Light of the Knowledge 
of the Glory of God, in the Face of Jesus Christ." We 
must, tbeuj walk as children of light. We must have no 
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fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness. We must 
not allow any clouds of 3in to hide the light of Heaven 
from our souls. No dark mists of evil may we suffer to 
intercept 'Uhe Sun of Bighteousness" from shining in 
His full power upon us, to quicken us and make us 
fruitful. But we must so let our light shine before men 
that they may see our good works^ and glorify our Father 
WHICH is in Heaven. 

If we thus live as children of the light, we also shall 
have the witness in ourselves, that we possess a personal 
interest in the work, which our Blessed Lord is carrying 
on in the hearts of all His faithful members. 

By His Grace, we shall embrace for ourselves the 
Blessed Reality of His Incarnation; that Hb indeed, for 
our own individual selves, took our Human Nature into 
His OWN Divine Nature ; that all He did, all He suf- 
fered, was for us each one, — "He loved me, and gave 
Himself for me" — will be the personal conviction of our 
hearts. And it is not for the tongue of man to tell the 
reverent, loving adoration of our grateful hearts, as we thus 
taste of THIS Heavenly Oift of Love Divine, as the 
knowledge of our personal union with our Incarnate Sa- 
viour is from time to time more fully brought home 
to us. 

And besides: we shall experience for ourselves the 
blessed truth, that our membership with Christ entitles 
us to all the ministrations of the Holy SpiRir. We have 
been " made partakers of the Holy Ghost," " have tasted 
the good Word of God, and the powers of the world to 
come." 

Not only did the Holy Spirit effect our new birth in 
Holy Baptism — that was but the beginning of His mighty 
operation with regard to us ; not only did He then trans- 
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late us out of darkness into the Kingdom of God's dear 
Son — ^that was bat the beginning of the Work of the new 
Creation in ns: He has been waiting to carry on that 
work in our growth and perfection: waiting to flow into 
us, through our faithful use of all those means which Gob 
hath ordained to convey to us His Gracious Influence. 

Those whom the Holy Apostle mentioned as having 
been " made partakers of the Holy Ghost/' were, perhaps, 
more especially those upon whom the extraordinary Gifts 
of the Spirit had been bestowed at their Confirmation. 
For, at that time, the Holy Spirit was thus wont to 
manifest the reality of His Presence with the members of 
the Church, enabling them to speak with divers tongues 
and to prophecy. But we now " walk by faith, not by 
sight," and such wonders are no longer seen amongst us. 
Yet we know that the ordinary Gifts of the Spirit flow 
as fully and as powerfully as ever into the soul of the 
believer. And in the Holy Eite of Confirmation, every 
true-hearted member of Christ is still strengthened with 
the Holy Ghost the Comforter, and endued with His 
Seven-fold Gifts. 

It is these Gifts of the Holy Ghost that will, through 
our working together with them, adorn us with every grace 
and virtue, and accomplish our sanctificatiou, making us 
fit for those ''new heavens and a new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness.^' 

It is by the Grace of the Holy Ghost that we taste 
"the Good Word of God." Yes : He enables us to receive 
*' with meekness the engrafted Word, which is able to save 
our souls :" He makes that Word a Living Power in our 
hearts, which conforms us more and more to the Likeness 
of our blessed Lord, moulding us and fashioning us ac- 
cording to the perfect Pattern which He Himself hath 
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given us, and bringing our Wills and Affections into perfect 
Harmony with the will of God. And as this blessed 
work is being carried on, as the brightness and the beaaty 
of God's revelations are disclosed to us, as His Love, His 
Mercy, His Parity, His Justice, and His Holiness are 
unfolded to us ; and as, in our inmost hearts, we have the 
personal conviction that He is our Father— no words can 
express our blessedness ! The Words of Jesus do indeed 
make the hearts of His true Disciples burn within them ! 
Sweeter they are than honey to the taste ; better and more 
precious than manna to the hungry soul; calling forth 
emotions which stir the spirit of man to its very depths, 
and causing the soul, in holy awe, to breathe forth itself in 
praise to God. 

But if the Word of God is so precious, if the Words of 
Jestjs are so sweet, what must He Himself be? For 
after all, He Himself is the Heavenly Gift of Whom the 
holy Apostle speaks. No other Gift could satisfy those 
longings which He has implanted in our regenerate hearts. 
But these longings, and how the Lord Jesus satisfies them 
in the Holy Communion of His most precious Body and 
Blood, are not to be uttered by the tongue, they are for 
each faithful Christian to experience and rejoice in, in his 
inmost soul. 

O most awful, yet most blessed Gift, that God Incarnate 
should give unto me His Blessed Self to be the Life, the 
Joy, the Food, the Strength, the Salvation of my soul: 
yea. Which shall impart to my body a glorious immortality, 
and unite my spirit to the blessed ones around the Throne 
of God. 

But even this is not all. For thus abiding in union 
with our Blessed Lord, we taste of " the Powers of the 
World to come." Lideed we belong to that better world 
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to come. Our Lord has chosen us out of this present 
evil world. In Hih, we have to a certain extent entered 
already upon our Heavenly inheritance. No wonder^ then, 
that the Holt Spirit should, at times, withdraw oar 
spirits wholly from the things of time and sensa No 
wonder that He should work within us aspirations and 
desires for what is far removed above the things of earth. 
No wonder that He should bless us with communings 
Heavenly and Divine. Here indeed we tread upon holy 
ground, and inay well be silent ! Yet it is ours to reve- 
rently rejoice in these most Awful Breathings of God in 
our souls, to taste of " the Powers of the World to come," 
and to yield ourselves wholly and devotedly, body, soul^ 
and spirit, to Him Who hath chosen us to be His Own. 

Such is a dim and faint outline of '' the blessedness of 
our estate as Christians/' But dim and faint as it is, it 
may well make us tremble at the greatness of our privi* 
leges : may well fill us with awe at the exalted condition 
Jbo which our Blessed Lord has raised us; and may well 
make us very prayerful and watchful, lest by any means we 
should become blinded to these our eternal interests, or 
forfeit them through sin. 

Be it ours, then, to live as those who are conscious that 
they are gifted with a Power that no difficulty or enemy, 
whether human or spiritual, can withstand or overcome. 
And let us remember, that this Power is not to find its 
vent in warm and excited feelings and extravagant expres* 
sions, or acts of impulsive goodness. No : from our medi- 
tations, and prayers, and religious exercises, we must go 
forth calmly to our eveiy-day duties, and faithfully fulfil 
every obligation in the strength which God's Grace im- 
parts to us. And from our active duties and innocent 
recreations, must we retire to our devotions again: that 
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our spirits may be renewed and refreshed by commaniou 
with God. And the spirit of devotion must accompany us 
in our active duties^ consecrating our whole lives as an 
acceptable offering to our Father in Heaven. The strength 
we gain in waiting upon God, must be used in working for 
God. Going forth in His Name, and setting Him always 
before our Eace^ it will be our happy lot to labour on at 
His Command, and offer all our work to Him. Employ- 
ing for His Glory whatever we receive from Him, it will 
be our blessed privilege to run our appointed course with 
even joy, and closely walk with Him to Heaven. While, 
in our inmost hearts, we ever abide in Him and stay our- 
selves wholly upon Him, we shall duly blend in all the 
circumstances of outward life, our sympathies going forth 
and finding their exercise in whatsoever things are true, 
honest, just, pure, lovely, and of good report : things that 
are really virtuous, and truly worthy of praise. 

O happy and blessed indeed is the well-ordered life of 
the faithful Christian. Happy is he, when he regularly 
kneels meekly on his knees in his private chamber, and 
without reserve pours forth his whole being before his 
heart-searching God. Happy is he, when he seeks, as 
often as he can, the especial Presence which God gives in 
His Holy Church, and there takes his part in the united 
services of the Family of the one Father of all in Heaven. 
But O I more happy than all is he, when he devoutly seeks 
to taste of the Heavenly Gift and "the Powers of the 
World to come," at the Holy Altar of God. And happy 
is he, when he faithfully fulfils the duties of his appointed 
station in this life. Yes: he is happy and he is blessed, 
and he shall be so for eternity. The world to come is his ; 
its awful powers even now invigorate, purify, and ennoble 
him. His heart and affections^ even now^ are in Heaven : 
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his 'Mife is hid with Chbist in God/' Soon shall the 
earthly veil be withdrawn^ and he shall see Ood as Hb is. 
His longings then shall be abondantly fulfilled. His 
yearnings then shall be fuDy satisfied. But of his glory 
and bliss we will not speak, for ''eye hath not seen^ nor 
ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the 
things which Qod hath prepared for them that love Him.'* 
Let none of us, for one moment, imagine that this state 
of blessedness is beyond what we can attain unto. But, day 
by day, let us seek to make it more and more our own. 
Others, as frail and weak as we, have enjoyed it and do 
enjoy it in all depth and fulness. Let us fight on, strive 
on, hope on, pray on. For remember, it is no human strength 
that has been placed within our reach, it is the strength 
of Goo's Holt Spieit. No mortal powers, no temporal 
powers are they, which God imparts to us : they are '' the 
powers of the World to come 1" 



SEKMON XXIV. 
Cfirlgtian MnitiuQ. 



1 COR. i. 7. 

** Waiting for the Coming ofowr Lord Jesus Christ. 



>» 



AUB life on earth is a life of waiting. Our present 
^ state is a state of expectation. All around us is pass- 
ing and changing. "Nothing continueth iq one stay.** 
Day follows night and passes into night again. Morning 
is succeeded by evening : and clouda and sunshine^ dark- 
ness and lights are continually interchanging. Infancy and 
youth are followed by manhood and the prime of life and 
old age; even as in the Seasons, Spring and Summer and 
Autumn and Winter, complete their usual rounds. Nations 
take their beginning, have their advance and progress, and 
at length decline and pass away. Generation after genera- 
tion of mankind live out their appointed time, each con- 
tinually giving place to that which follows. 

And in the midst of all these changes and variations, the 
souls of men have been, and are still, looking out for rest. 
TKe undying spirit of man needs something to lean upon 
that will not change, some sure support that will not failj 
some safe stay on which it can unhesitatingly rest. And 
where shall this be found ? Only in Onb. There is Onb 
Who is Unchangeable : On£ " with Whom is no variable- 
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iiess, neither shadow of turning/' There is One, Who is 
" the Same yesterday, to-day, and for ever/' The faithful 
Christian, then, is able to rejoice in knowing in Whom he 
can find rest for his soul, and safety for his undying spirit ; 
even in our Lord and Satioub Jesus Christ. It is for 
us to prove the truth of this for ourselves by a happy expe- 
rience. For the changes and chances of this mortal life 
must be endured by us. We cannot avoid them. Our 
days are quickly over : the weeks are quickly gone : the 
months are quickly past : and ^* our years come to an end 
as it were a tale that is told.'' And each season, as it 
passes, brings us nearer to our last change. We feel, when 
we seriously think about the matter, that we are surely and 
swiftly advancing towards the time, when our mortal bodies 
must be laid in the Grave to await the Day of the Eesur- 
rection. But all this does not destroy our happiness, or 
disturb our joy, if we are stedfastly endeavouring to em-» 
brace and hold fast to our Almighty Saviour. For each 
period that passes brings us so much the nearer to the 
Time of His Coming; and 'Hhe Coming of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ" is what all His earnest and de- 
voted members are waiting for, with longing expectation 
and fervent desire. They look for His Glorious Manifesta- 
tion, when He shall be revealed from Heaven, and they 
*' shall see Him as He is." They await the time when He 
shall come again from His Heavenly Father's Bight 
Hand, to receive them unto Himself; that where He is, 
they may be also. 

Now, it is very plain that those who are setting their 
affections upon things on this earth, and living as if this 
world were their home, are not waiting for the Coming of 
bur Blessed Lord. And those, also, who are living in 
known sin, and yielding to unholy habits and passion^, are 
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not longing for the Almighty Saviour to be revealed froni 
Heaven. For He cometh to judge the world and to con- 
demn it : and at the Brightness of His Coming all that is 
wicked shall be destroyed. 

Take we good heed to ourselves, then, to avoid such an 
awful doom. Strive we, with all our hearts, to love and 
serve our Father in Heaven. Set we our supreme affec- 
tion upon our only Lord and Saviour, Who has done 
such great things for us : Who has suffered and died for 
our salvation in this world, and prepared a place for us 
in the better world to come. And the more devotedly 
we love Him, so the more earnestly shall we long for His 
Coming to take us to Himself. We do not like to be 
separated from those we love. The sight of them gladdens 
our eyes, and rejoices our hearts. And if we truly love our 
Blessed Lord, we are to " see Him as He is," and to be 
with Him for ever. At present, He is hidden from our 
bodily sight. He is seated upon the Throne of His Glory 
in the highest Heavens. We can behold Him now only 
by faith ; for His Bodily Presence is withdrawn from this 
lower world. How soon — how suddenly — how unexpect- 
edly — He may come again, and be seen openly, we can- 
not tell; but this much we know, that in due time He 
will surely come, and that blessed are all they that wait 
for Him. 

If we were captives in a foreign land, cruelly treated by 
those who held us in a state of bondage ; if our health and 
strength were fast failing by reason of the hardships of 
our condition, and we had a powerful friend who had 
Iieard of our captivity, and promised to come and set ns 
at liberty, and bring us to our happy home, and restore 
ns to our friends again : O how anxiously should we watch 
for his coming; how earnestly should we long to see 
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him ; how carefully should we look out for any tokens of 
his approach I 

Or if» again, we were surrounded by great difficulties^ not 
knowing what to do; burdened with troubles; poverty and 
want threatening to overwhelm ourselves and those who are 
dear unto us ; and a great friend, who had the means of 
helping us effectually, had heard of our distress, and pro- 
mised to come and set us free from our difficulties, and 
make us prosperous and happy again ; O how eagerly we 
should expect him : how great would be our desire for his 
speedy arrival ! 

Or, once more, if we had been taking a voyage by sea, 
and had been overtaken by storm and shipwreck, and com* 
pelled to take refuge on a raft in order to avoid being 
drowned, and had been floating thus upon the great deep 
until our scanty store of food and water was almost spent, 
and death from hunger and thirst began to look us in the 
face, and we saw a ship in the distance to which we endea- 
voured to make known our perilous condition : how anxious 
we should be that our signals might be seen ; how should 
we tremblingly hope that some one on board the vessel 
might discover us, and that the Captain would command 
the ship to bear down to our relief. And when we saw it 
approaching, how would our hopes revive, and how should 
we long to be received on board in safety I 

And if we should thus earnestly and anxiously look for 
deliverance from all these temporal troubles, and bodily dis- 
tresses, shall we not with very much greater earnestness 
and longing expectation, look for the Coming of that Al- 
mighty Dbliyekbe, Who shall release His People from 
eternal misery, and deliver them from all evil both spiritual 
and bodily? Shall we not with more intense eagerness 
wait for the Appearing of our Lord and Saviour Who 
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will trample all our enemies beneath His Peet ? Who will 
release us from the bonds wherewith our sins have bound 
our souls : Who will restore us to perfect freedom : Who 
will endue us with the health and vigour of eternal youth : 
Who will cause all our difficulties to melt away^ all our 
sorrows to cease, all our troubles to be ended : Who will 
rescue us from all our perils, supply our every need, and 
receive us in safety "to the haven where we would be/' 
even the Heavenly and Eternal Home which He has won 
for us P 

If we are indeed thiia waiting for the Coming of our 
Lord, the effects will be duly seen in the course of our 
daily life. We shall be careful to put away and avoid all 
that we know our Lord hates. We shall be diligent in 
seeking after and doing all that we know our Lord ap- 
proves. We shall take the most earnest heed that there be 
nothing in us or with us that we would not have our Lord 
see when He comes. We shall faithfully exert ourselves 
to become, by God's Grace, what we know our Lord 
would have us to be when He: is revealed. 

We shall not curiously inquire as to the Time when our 
Lord shall come, nor attempt to fathom the Divine Myste- 
ries as to That Day which " no man. knoweth, nor- even the 
Angels which are in Heaven.'' We shall endeavour to live 
in a constant readiness for It. We know that the length 
of our lives on earth is uncertain. At any day, at any hour^ 
we may be called away: and so we know that it is our 
truest wisdom to be always in a state of preparation for 
that awful change. And if, by the Power of the Holt 
Spirit, we are prepared and ready, then, we know it mat- 
ters not whether we are found watching on earth, or sleep- 
ing in peace, when the Lord shall come. 

Can we ourselves say with truth that we are thus fit and 
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ready ? Is the prayer of oar heart the same as that of the 
beloved Disciple St. John, who, when our Lord said to 
him " Sorely I come qaickly/' responded^ ** Even so, come 
Load Jesus/' Can we^ as each day and month and year 
passes away^ lift up our hearts with thankfulness^ because 
we can reasonably and humbly rejoice, that we are thus 
brought so much nearer to the Time when our Lord shall 

oomeP 

Or, does the thought and prospect of our Lord's Coming 
fill the hearts of any of us with fear and dread ? 

Eull of awe, it must be to all. For our Blessed Savi- 
our shall then be revealed and manifested in His Glorious 
Majesty as the All-holy and Almighty God. 

But His Coming is only full of terrors to the unGoDly, 
The wicked only have reason to fear. 

If we embrace Him, cleave unto Him, and abide in 
Him as our Saviour now, we shall be able to rejoice in 
Him then. And the prospect of His Coming will fill 
us with hope and delight, and not with alarm and terror. 
For He loves us with an unfathomable love. He died 
for us: He intercedes for us. Among the many man- 
sions in His Father's House, He prepares for us a place. 
And it is to give us a happy welcome there, that He will 
come again. 

O then, if our hearts do not rise towards Him, if our 
90uls do not long for His Appearing, if our spirits are not 
waiting for the Bliss of seeing Him, surely there must be 
something wrong in us. And if so : let us not rest, until 
by a careful and most searching examination of our hearts 
and lives, we have discovered the evil thing which threatens 
to separate us from our Lord and to overwhelm us with 
destruction at His Coming. 

On the other hand, if we do indeed love the Appearing 
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and long for the Glorious Bevelation of our Blessed 
Sayiovr : then shall we now be found endeavouring to 
draw as nearly to HiBf as we possibly can. We know we 
can minister to Him in His needy and afflicted members. 
We know that we can welcome Him in the ministrations 
of His duly appointed ministers. We know that Hb 
will work in us and by us, through His Holy Spirit, as 
we endeavour to be fruitful in all good works, and espe- 
cially as we try, as far as we lawfully may, to be instru- 
mental in spreading abroad the glad tidings of salvation 
which His Holy Gospel contains. We know that Hb 
waits in His Holy Church to graciously welcome to His 
Presence those who gather together in His Name. Above 
all, we know that in the Holy Sacrament of His most 
precious Body and Blood, He comes to the hearts and 
souls of all His faithful people that duly seek Him — yea — 
He thereby imparts to them more and more of His Blessed 
Self, so that they may become more and more like Him, 
and One with Him; and so the more fully prepared to 
meet Him at His Final Coming. 

Day by day, then, and week by week, and month by 
month, let us thus wait for ^* the Coming of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ,'* and endeavour, by His Grace^ 
to draw nearer and nearer to Him. 

Then, in the midst of all that is changing, our souls 
shall rest secure upon Him Who Alone changeth not. In 
the midst of all that is fleeting, passing, and fading, our 
waiting spirits shall be steadied and sustained by Him, 
Who is "the Same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.*' 
And when at length the Lord shall come; when Heaven 
and Earth shall pass away; when the world and all the 
works therein shall be burned up ; when those who would 
not watch shall be taken in a snare ; and those who would 
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not wait for the Lord shall be disowned by Him: we 
shall be enabled to say^ as Hb is revealed to oar adoring^ 
loving, and enraptured sight, 

'^ Lo I This is oar God ; we have waited for Him, and 
He will save us. This is the Lord ; we have waited for 
HiH ; we will be glad and rejoice in His Salvation." 
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